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Myth: FALSE DICHOTOMIES – The idea that you must choose between two options: Yes or 
No. Good or Bad. Right or Wrong. Candidate A or B. Rise or Fall. With Us or Against Us. 
Science vs Religion. Rational vs. Emotional. Individual vs. Group. and one that I've heard a lot in 
my life: "That's a man's (sport, job, perspective); it's not for women". (a form of yes or no) 
Whenever you need to make a choice, see if you can find 4, 5, or even 10 options! 
 
Myth: WE STOP LEARNING – If I had never touched a flame before I turned 58 years old, I 
would learn to never touch one in the future if I touched one today. We acquire information 
constantly and we organize it into meaning. We may even care enough to find out how what we 
learned relates to what we already know and believe. One thing school failed to teach us is how 
to learn, and how to discern what we learn. The 'information sources' today are louder, strangely 
influential, and grossly incomplete. To get the full picture, we have to dig for information and ask 
good questions, while also trying to avoid getting overwhelmed or trapped. We must keep 
learning, and as we learn, we can learn to live together better! We do not have to accept 
limitations or acceptable levels of suffering. We are NOT STUCK. We can learn…and then 
change…whatever we want. “There is no inevitability as long as there is a willingness to 
contemplate what is happening.” - Marshall McLuhan (author of The Medium is the Message) 
 

Myth: MERITOCRACY ' - The more you learn the more you earn', 'you can make it if you try', 
'pull yourself up', etc. Many ways to reinforce the idea that the people who have the money and 
the stuff are successful because they earned what they have, they got all their money through 
hard work and a shrewd (including a 100% respectful, environmentally-sound and firearms-free!) 
investment strategy. If only. Investing is almost never in line with our humanity values…yet it is 
always in our best interest to invest in humanity. Meritocracy is justified stratification; people 
above others for their achievements. Michael Sandel said: "We've slid into the assumption that 
the money people make is the measure of their contribution to the common good." I wonder how 
the merit idea would work if we increase accolades and 'status' based on care about others? 
 

Myth: INCARCERATION PAYS A 'DEBT TO SOCIETY' - Why do we keep repeating 
this? Members of society believe that incarceration and the judicial system costs them money; 
they do not feel that they have been paid in any way. How could they? The only debt that has 
been paid is the one requested and required by a heartless and hungry punitive system. Society 
has little faith that 'the system' is providing the information necessary to reengage successfully. 
Together, we can change this. The 'justice system' is the only group getting paid.  
 

Myth: WE ARE FRAGILE - The "Helping" Industry relies on us being weak. ACE (Adverse 
Childhood Experiences) scores may describe some aspects of people, but they in no way 
represent who we are. Many of us with high ACE scores have also become even more than 
resilient, we are now anti-fragile because of our challenges.  This means that the adverse 
conditions made us stronger than we would have been without them.  

Myth: TV NEWS INFORMS YOU OF WHAT IS GOING ON All you get from any single 
news source is what they want you to see and believe. What they show us is what their sponsors 
want them to show us. Sponsors demand support, so the advertisements determine the 'news' 
you'll see on TV. Social Media cannot be counted on to inform us of anything but an opinion. To 
get more pieces of the whole story, we must consider information offered by many news sources. 
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Myth: WE NEED AUTHORITY AND MONEY TO 'FIX' OUR CHALLENGES - Why would 
we ask the institutions, and the people who are complicit in maintaining them, to fix the problems 
they created? Winona LaDuke says: "You shouldn't let your dealer tell you what you need." Are we 
frustrated enough yet to work on the solutions together? We've been trained to believe these 
myths: 
- Experts and 'science' have the solutions to our challenges; they will provide the relief for 

our suffering. Q: What if they are the cause of our suffering? 
- Money will fix our problems. Does money build trust, cooperation and feelings of confidence? 

We have gifts to share with each other. Our focus on money continues to take away our power. 
Money does not give us power.  Feelings of agency, support and capability give us power! 

 
Myth: INDIVIDUALISM – Individualism is said to be a “fundamental American principle” so is 
authoritarianism, lying, stealing, false superiority and also the myth of the 'self-made' person and 
"united we stand". 
INTERDEPENDENCE, on the other hand, is a fundamental planetary principle. We can 
easily see our impact on the environment and on each other because of our insatiable pursuit 
of more stuff; a belief created to fill the hole created by 'individualism'. The Rev. Desmond 
Tutu reminded us that "the solitary individual' is a contradiction in terms. 

 
Myth: "FREE-MARKET CAPITALISM” - You'll find that file between Easter Bunny and Santa 
Clause. The game is rigged. Capitalism offers some opportunity, but 'the market' does not 
respond to our needs.  Instead, it manufactures our desires and externalizes unhealthy costs.  

 
Myth: NOTHING WORKS: Roger Martinson wrote, "the represent array of correctional 
treatments has no appreciable effect - positive or negative - on rates of recidivism of convicted 
offenders." In the magazine Public Interest (1974), he stated, "rehabilitative efforts that have 
been reported so far have no appreciable effect on recidivism." The way that I read this is: the 
ineffective ‘programs’ supplied by the prisons (or whomever else) did not impact the already low 
(compared to today) recidivism rate. He said that no single thing works because we are unique.  
We are not robots. One thing that always works is 100% pro-social: it's us working together!  

 
EMPLOYMENT AND EDUCATION REDUCE RECIDIVISM Only YOU "reduce 
recidivism". You and nothing else. It is up to you to utilize education or employment 
opportunities to support your reentry success; YOU get full credit for how you apply your gifts. 
After all, employment and higher education did not keep Jeff Skilling, Bernie Madoff, Martha 
Stewart, Bill Cosby, Charles Kushner, or several elected representatives, out of prison. 

 
CRIMINOGENIC NEEDS Incarcerated people have basic human needs; the same needs 
we all have. You are not different. This is yet another attempt to scientize othering. 

 
Myth: EXPERTS KNOW WHAT'S BEST 
Experts have agendas. Always consider who is paying the 'expert'. Non-profit status does not 
automatically indicate integrity. Professional 'fixers' are often poor listeners. Prisons, schools and 
hospitals tell us what we need, they rarely ask what we think or feel. How can they 'help' if they 
don't hear? We can learn to listen to ourselves and each other by asking questions. We can 
work, care, and grow together to build our capacity for complexity, cooperation, constructive 
learning, critical thinking, and agency! We are the 'experts' we've been waiting for. 
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           PRE-RELEASE             
          INVENTORY 
                                                                                                     

                                                                                            Additional items to add to your list!  
 

1. List the gifts that you bring with you!   
 • Include your courage, determination and authenticity. 

 • Your ability to listen well and offer the greatest gift a person 
can give: your attention. 
 • The special tools and skills you've developed to share with 
employers, coworkers, customers and clients. 
 • Expanded knowledge, compassion and commitment to 
those who are close to you. 
 • The unique perspective, and pro-social community-building  
skills that you have to construct the future with others!      
 

2.  Prepare for tough times. Write down book titles, articles, names of friends and family, and    
       community resources you can turn to when things are tough; or when you feel down or  
       vulnerable. When it's difficult to reach out to people; books may be a good place to start.  
 
3.  Check for "Over-Confidence".  It's crucial to be confident…but foolish to be over-confident!  
        Here are a couple of ideas to locate and address possible points of overconfidence: 
 

     +  Play "Devil's Advocate".  Be critical and pessimistic.  If possible, solicit the help of a friend or  
          a young person. (In general, the young are better at this than adults.)  
 

    +   Resist comparing yourself to others.  Everyone does things differently! 
 

    +  Listen to, and address, concerns or criticisms from others.  This doesn't mean you need to argue  
         with them or change course. Just check to see if you are fully considering their perspective. 
 

     +   Mix modesty and humility with enthusiasm.   
 
4. Remember: you've  
   got a lot of choices  
   ahead! There's always   
    more than one option,  
   and almost always more  
   than two. Try to find at  
   least 4 options from  
   which you can build or      
   blend options to create    
   your best opportunities!   
 
 
 
 
 

Image from Tim Urban's 
Wait But Why website: 
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             AGENCY and ACTION 
 

         What can we do,  
                     with what we have,  
                                  where we are,  
                                                  right now 
 

***  We can get ready for change; ready to build what comes next; 
ready for the unknown!  We can read, write, plan, draw, and think –  
as a strategic problem solver and community building collaborator.  
 
***  We can stay flexible…mentally and physically…so that whatever 
comes, we will be ready and able to adjust and contribute.   
 
***  We can reflect, and deepen our understanding and compassion.  
 
***  We can consider the things that we would most love to give our 
deep attention to and consider how our unique gifts could bring strength 
to the areas we are most passionate about.  
 
***  We can gather tools and build skills that we will need such as 
attending to issues with anxiety, depression, loneliness, self-doubt; or 
deepening skills we already have and which are so hard to find such as 
listening and caring.  
 
***  We could learn something important for community building, so we  
can share it with any community we join.   
 
***  Feel free to reach out to Fair Shake to see if we can connect you 
with a group of people who are working in the area where you would 
like to invest your efforts: outreach@fairshake.net. 
 
Wishing you all the best through your transitions to come!  Your 
success is important to me…and to our future together.   Ubuntu!  

? 
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Employment Pages 
Find A Job 

 

Finding employment is one of the top priorities 

of most people in society. Finding employment 

after incarceration is not only pivotal for reentry 

success, it can also be a requirement for 

parole or a halfway house.  
 

It is important to find satisfaction in our jobs, but 

sometimes we must temper our wishes with our 

needs. 
 

When we have to take a job that we are not 

excited about now, we can leverage the 

feelings of dissatisfaction to push us toward 

whatever it is that we need to do to find 

satisfaction. These things may include: 

submitting applications for jobs that we really 

want but may not be available now, or trying to 

work in an organization that has a similar 

philosophy to our own so we can move within 

the organization to a job that is more fulfilling, or 

perhaps we need to get the education required 

for certain positions, or maybe what we really 

want is to start our own business but need to 

work a ‘day job’ until our idea provides enough 

income for us to thrive. 
 

Knowing there are many avenues to 

employment, Fair Shake offers several ways 

for you to engage within our website. 
 

Remember: most jobs get filled without    

     ever being listed on a website! 
 

When searching for employment, remember to 

consider what it is you want to do. What type of 

business would you like to work in, and in 

which positions do you think you would do well? 

What kind of jobs might you enjoy doing? 

Keep your eyes on the prize! Even if you 

must work in a job you don’t care for now, 

remember that you are building character, 

patience, tolerance and REFERENCES. 

The image to the right is what our “Get A Job” 

page looks like today.  This page, like all 

pages on the Fair Shake website, is constantly 

evolving. Please let us know what you think! 
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Prepare For Work 
 

 
Prepare For Work 

There are many ways to approach 

employment. Some people ‘know 

somebody’, sometimes we get lucky and 

meet our new boss or coworkers where 

we volunteer or through a recreational 

activity…but most of us will write 

resumes, find available jobs online or 

through an employment agency, fill out 

applications and then endure one or 

many job interviews. 

 
Thanks to the generosity of several 

resume’ writing professionals and job 

readiness coaches, we’ve assembled 

what we’ve found to support you as you 

build your resume’, your interview 

skills, and your confidence! 

 
While the information here addresses 

several of the concerns of job seekers, 

we want to encourage you to also 

consider topics from the “Free School" 

section of this book, the website or the 

software, to support you through the 

inevitable challenges that will occur as 

you create desirable outcomes. 

 
Please remember: many employers want 

to hear more about how you built yourself 

up while you were incarcerated than they 

do about your past. Keep the 

conversation positive! 

 
They want to know that you care.  That 

you will be a good listener and team 

member, if you can embrace the 

company culture, learn, follow through 

and get things done. They want to 

know that you are interested and 

motivated.  
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ASA J. PETERS
1514 Campbell, D1    Jefferson City, Missouri 64108

(816) 667-0421    (816) 992-1421

AREAS OF RELEVANT SKILL

Multi-dimensional individual with experience as heavy equipment operator, driver, or laborer with 
technical knowledge in surveying, welding, and general maintenance.  Excellent safety record and 
willingness to do more than what is expected.  Communicate and interact effectively with diverse 
cultures.

• Heavy Equipment Operations:  Forklift, Tractor, Loader, Backhoe, Motor Grader, Track 
Loader, Bulldozer, Bobcat Skid/Steer Loader, Scraper

• Driver:  Dump Truck, Over-the-Road

• Technical:  Surveying, Welding

• Maintenance: General, Preventative, Carpentry, Painting

EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND

Linn State Technical College
Heavy Equipment Operator Certificate Course
Welding; Blueprint Interpretation; Surveying; Preventative Maintenance 

American Truck Driving School
Over-the-Road Truck Driving Certificate Course

Northwest Missouri Community College
Introduction to Computer Information Systems; Basic Programming; Data Files; Structural 
Programming; Microcomputer Operating Systems

EMPLOYMENT HISTORY

TEMPORARY ASSIGNMENTS, Jefferson City & Cameron, MO

• Store Clerk/Stocker

• Library Clerk/Data Entry Clerk

• Computer Operator/Data Entry Clerk

• Chapel Head Clerk

• AM/PM Baker/Store Clerk

LINN TECHNICAL COLLEGE, Linn, MO

• Maintenance Technician – General maintenance, cleaning, carpentry, and lawn care.

SPRINGFIELD PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT, Springfield, MO

• Laborer, Park Maintenance

MAZZIO'S PIZZA, Springfield, MO

• Delivery Driver

DRIVEWAY PAVING, Toledo, OH

• Dump Truck Driver/Laborer

NORTH AMERICAN VAN LINES, Ft. Wayne, IN

• Over-The-Road Driver

This resume example created by and for Expert Résumé's for People Returning to Work
Wendy S. Enelow and Louise M. Kursmark

2003 JIST Publishing Inc.     Indianapolis, IN



ARTHUR F. ECK, JR.

639 Arcadia Street     Rochester, NY 12239
387-458-3241

OBJECTIVE

BREAKFAST and LUNCH COOK

To assist a restaurant in attracting and retaining a strong customer base,
by applying a passion for the culinary arts and a strong work ethic.

PERSONAL PROFILE

• Experience working in a kitchen environment, filling orders and developing menu items.

• Ability to get the job done by employing critical thinking and problem resolution skills.

• Work well as a team player and independently with very little supervision.

• Received commendations for being dependable and hardworking.

• Bilingual, Spanish and English.

COOKING SKILLS

✔ Prepared a selection of entrees, vegetables, desserts, and refreshments.

✔ Cleaned the grill, food preparation surfaces, counters, and floors.

✔ Met high quality standards for food preparation, service, and safety.

✔ Trained and supervised workers.

✔ Maintained inventory logs and placed orders to replenish stocks of tableware, linens, paper, 
cleaning supplies, cooking utensils, food, and beverages.

✔ Received and checked the content of deliveries and evaluated the quality of meats, poultry, 
fish, vegetables, and baked goods.

✔ Oversaw food preparation and cooking.

RESTAURANT EXPERIENCE

Kitchen Worker – State of New York (Coxsackie Correctional Facility); Coxsackie, NY
Short Order Cook – Rockies Breakfast Bar; Rochester, NY
Prep Cook/Laborer – New World Diner; Rochester, NY
Lunch and Dinner Cook – Albany's Italian American Restaurant; Albany, NY

MILITARY SERVICE

U.S. Navy – Machinist Mate E-3 – Honorable Discharge
GED obtained

This resume example created by and for Expert Résumé's for People Returning to Work
Wendy S. Enelow and Louise M. Kursmark

2003 JIST Publishing Inc.     Indianapolis, IN



Transit ion Tips
Reentry can be both exciting and frustrating! Our attitude toward release from prison is that it should be
a simple matter of getting resettled, resuming routines, and reestablishing your relationships; but reality 
proves there is much more to it than that. Here is a list of tips to consider that can help you go through the 
transition process:

1. Mentally prepare for the adjustment process. Be prepared for anything… especially the most
challenging things like rejection, depression, anger and disappointment.  Also, be prepared for things to be 
NOT as you expect them to be. 

2. Give yourself  permission to ease into the transit ion. Allow yourself the space and time to
acclimate to your new environment.  Don’t worry if it takes you a little while to get used to things again. 
You’ll need time to reflect upon what is going on around you.  

3. Understand that the familiar  will  seem different.  You have changed; home has changed. You
will see familiar people, places, and behaviors from new perspectives.

4. Expect to do some ‘cultural  catching up’ . Clothes, trends, language, and more have changed!

5. Reserve judgments. Reserve all judgments of others, but especially negative judgments; just as you
would like to have others reserve judgments of you. Resist the impulse to make snap decisions.

6. Expect mood swings. It is entirely possible for you to feel ecstatic one moment and completely
defeated a short time later. It’s okay; it is a part of the process.

7. Allow suff icient t ime for reflection and self-analysis. Your most valid and valuable analysis of
an event is likely to take place after allowing time for reflection.  Consider your core values and determine 
how you can live within them.

8. Respond to inquir ies thoughtfully and carefully.  Prepare to greet surprise questions with a calm,
thoughtful approach. If you find yourself being overly defensive or aggressive, take a deep breath and relax.

9. Seek support networks. Don't isolate yourself!  There are people who want to help you through your
transition. You will find them if you look… 

10. Volunteer.   A great way to connect to community, build references and network with people and
possibilities is to volunteer.  

To prepare yourself for upcoming challenges, it is safe to expect the following:
• You will have to prove yourself (over and over and over).

• People will make many assumptions about who you are now.

• You will be different than when you left; your family and friends will be different, too!

• People will expect a lot from you.

• The way you’d hoped things would be will be different from the way they are.

• You will feel down or depressed after the initial return ‘honeymoon’ period. Please refer to our
Culture Shock! page for further transition considerations.

www.fairshake.net  "Transition Tips" from the Fair Shake Reentry Packet
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Relationships – Proceed With Caution

If you don't trust people, people will not trust you.   – Lao Tzu

You don’t see things as they are. You see them as you are.   – Talmud 

The Mental Health Foundation defines relationships as ‘the way in which two or more people are connected, 
or the state of being connected’. Relationships include the intimate relationships we have with our partners, 
ties that we form with our parents, siblings and grandparents; and th bonds that we form socially with our 
friends, work colleagues, teachers, healthcare professionals and community. 

www.fairshake.net  "Relationships - Proceed With Caution" from the Fair Shake Reentry Packet 
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More from the Mental Health Foundation: 

Relationships are one of the most important aspects of our lives, yet we can often forget just how crucial our 
connections with other people are for our physical and mental health and wellbeing.  People who are more 
socially connected to family, friends, or their community are happier, physically healthier and live longer, with 
fewer mental health problems than people who are less well connected. 

It’s not the number of friends you have, and it’s not whether or not you’re in a committed relationship; it’s the 
quality of your close relationships that matters. Living in conflict or within a toxic relationship is more damaging 
than being alone.  As a society and as individuals, we must invest in building and maintaining good relationships 
and tackling the barriers to forming them. 

Having close, positive relationships can give us a purpose and sense of belonging. Loneliness and isolation 
remain the key predictors for poor psychological and physical health. Having a lack of good relationships and 
long-term feelings of loneliness have been shown by a range of studies to be associated with higher rates of 
mortality, poor physical health outcomes and lower life satisfaction.  In seeking to combat loneliness and 
isolation, however,  we need to be aware that poor-quality relationships can be toxic and worse for our mental 
health than being alone. Research shows that people in unhappy or negative relationships have significantly 
worse outcomes than those who are isolated or have no relationships. 

Longer working hours, money problems and less time to spend with family have been reported as some of the 
most important stress factors for relationships.  Having few close relationships has been linked to higher rates of 
depression and stress in older adults.

Engaging in community helps us feel connected, supported and gives us a sense of belonging. Involvement in 
local activities, such as volunteering or playing sports as part of a team, has been shown to improve mental 
health and wellbeing.

When it comes to keeping physically well, we recognize that exercise and eating well require commitment and 
dedication. We need to adopt a similar approach to building and maintaining good relationships!   For many of 
us, our approach to building and maintaining relationships is passive – it is something we do subconsciously 
and without deliberate effort. We often overlook that it requires an investment of time to maintain good 
relationships.

Five things we can do to build our feelings of connection: 

1. Put more time aside to connect with friends and family.
2. Try to be present in the moment and be there for your loved ones.
3. Actively listen to what others are saying and concentrate on their needs in that moment.
4. Share how you are feeling, honestly, and allow yourself to be listened to and supported.
5. Foster healthy relationships: being around positive people can increase our mental and our physical health! 



Tips for building relationships and learning to trust:

• Be honest with yourself. If you are honest with yourself, you can be honest with other people

• Express your concerns

• Go slowly! Do not idealize the situation; consider the relationship clearly and thoughtfully

• Build trust step by step. Start trusting each other in small matters

• Trust is a perception of honesty; competence and value similarly are essential

• We creatively build our reality through social interaction using social structure as our guiding behavior

• Remember: The judgments we make about others depend not only on their behavior but on our
interpretation of the social situation

Love and Relationships
Regardless of how old we are, if we can think, we have thought 

about love. We know the definition is very broad, but we often 

allow ourselves to be duped into thinking "love" means "romantic 

relationship". Love certainly includes romantic relationships, but 

it is really so much more.

Why do we lie?

• To look good. We choose to present an image of ourselves as attractive and desirable. We are afraid to
share information that may make us look bad.

• To avoid unpleasantness. We conceal information that we believe may cause conflict. We go to great
lengths to create false, superficial harmony. We get to know ourselves and each other better as we reveal
and negotiate our differences.

• To avoid hurting feelings. We don't want to upset people by saying something that might hurt or make
them angry.

Detecting lies can be difficult. Scrutinize three elements: voice, body language, and facial expression. 
Other possible signs of loss of trust: withholding information, mixed messages, refusing to negotiate.

 "Relationships - Proceed With Caution" from the Fair Shake Reentry Packet www.fairshake.net
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• To feel safe.
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• To share joys and sorrows
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Basic Sociological and Relationship Concepts
Uncertainty Reduction Theory:

Uncertainty is unpleasant and therefore motivational; people communicate to reduce it.

Strangers, upon meeting, go through certain steps and checkpoints in order to reduce uncertainty about 
each other and form an idea of whether one likes or dislikes the other. The contents of the exchanges are 
often demographic and transactional. Where are you from? Do you have any pets? Demographic 
information is obtained: sex, age, economic, or social status.
When the new acquaintances are ready to get to know each other better, they begin to explore the 
attitudes and beliefs of the other by asking questions about values, morals, and personal issues. They 
feel less constrained by rules and norms and tend to communicate more freely with each other.  One 
factor which reduces uncertainty between communicators is the degree of similarity individuals perceive 
in each other (in background, attitudes, and appearance).

Three basic ways people seek information about another person:
• Passive – observation only, no contact
• Active – ask others about the person in question
• Interactive – communicate directly with the person

The primary determinant of individual behavior is the social situation in which that behavior occurs. Social 
roles, competition, or the mere presence of others can profoundly influence how we behave. We usually 
adapt our behavior to the demands of the social situation, and in ambiguous situations we take our cues 
from the behavior of others.

Terms
Social Construction of Reality: Refers to the  
process by which individuals build reality through 
social interaction. While statuses and roles structure  
our lives, we shape our patterns of interaction with 
others.  People build reality from the surrounding 
culture. Therefore, perceptions of reality vary both 
within a single society and among societies the world 
over.

Social Norms: “Unwritten rules.” Adjustment to a 
group typically involves discovering its social norms. 
Two ways: Noticing uniformities and observing 
negative consequences.

Social Reality:  Subjective interpretations of other 
people and of our relationships. Social Reality 
determines whom we find attractive, whom we find 
threatening, whom we seek out and whom we avoid.  
The judgments we make about others depend not 
only on their behavior but on our interpretations of the 
social situation.

Principle of Proximity:  Frequent contact best 
predicts our closest relationships.

Self-Disclosure:  Sends signals of trust. “Here is a 
piece of information that I want you to know about me, 
and I trust you not to hurt me with it.”

Nonverbal Communication:  This concept refers 
to communication using, not speech, but body 
movements, gestures, and facial expressions. Types 
of body language – smiles, eye contact, and hand 
movements. Most nonverbal communication is 
culture-specific. Three ways in which emotional life 
differs cross-culturally include: (1) what triggers an 
emotion, (2) how people display emotions according 
to the norms of culture, and (3) how people cope with 
emotions.

Similarity:   People usually find it more rewarding to 
strike up a friendship with someone who shares their 
attitudes, interests, values, and experiences. If we 
have just discovered that we share tastes in music, 
politics, and attitudes toward education, we will 
probably hit it if off because we have, in effect, 
exchanged compliments that reward each other for 
our tastes and attitudes. Most people find marriage 
partners of the same age, race, social status, 
attitudes, and values.
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Terms Continued...
Expectancy-Value Theory:   People usually decide
whether to pursue a relationship by weighing the value 
they see in another person against their expectation of 
success in the relationship (Will the other person be 
attracted to me?). People with low opinions of 
themselves tend to establish relationships with people 
who share their views, that is, with people who 
devalue them. On the other hand, individuals who 
appear to be extremely competent can be intimidating; 
we fear they will reject our approaches. When highly 
competent individuals commit minor blunders, 
however, we like them better.

Cognitive Dissonance Theory:   Mental 
adjustments that account for people who voluntarily 
undergo unpleasant experiences. When people’s 
cognitions and actions are in conflict (dissonance) they 
often reduce the conflict by changing their thinking 
(cognition) to fit their behavior. This explains why 
smokers rationalize their habit.

Becoming an Ex: This experience is common to 
most people in modern society. Unlike individuals in 
earlier cultures who usually spent their entire lives in 
one career, one marriage, one religion, or one 
geographic locality; people living in today's world tend 
to move in and out of many roles in the course of a 
lifetime. It’s hard to shake former roles, however, so 
the ’ex’ must repeatedly demonstrate the behaviors of 
the new roles they are in.

Cooperation can change people:  Working with 
diverse people we learn all people are just people, not 
objects to be hated and/or loved for their perceived 
and distant media or culture-derived social value. We 
share a small country and a small planet! We are 
mutually interdependent on each other. Whether we 
recognize this or not, we have a working relationship 
based on shared goals.

Power of the Situation: Can have a strong influence! 
What happens when you put good people in an evil 
place? Check out this simulation study of the 
psychology of imprisonment, called the Stanford Prison
 Experiment, conducted in 1971:
http://www.prisonexp.org/   

Discrimination: A negative behavior, an action 
taken against an individual as a result of her or his 
group membership.

The source of discrimination and prejudice that is 
perhaps the most pervasive is an unthinking tendency 
to maintain conditions the way they are:

• Even when those conditions involve unfair
assumptions prejudices and customs. If
similarity breeds liking, then dissimilarity can
breed disdain.

• Find commonalities! Social distance can make
it easier to treat members of an ‘out-group’
with contempt.

Fundamental Attribution Error:   We tend to 
attribute other peoples actions and misfortunes to 
their personal traits rather than to situational forces. 
This helps explain why we often hear attribution of 
laziness or low intelligence to people who aren't 
wildly financially successful. 

For ourselves, however, we attribute our success to 
internal factors, such as motivation, talent or skill.   
We attribute our failures to external factors beyond 
our control, called a self-serving bias; probably 
rooted in the need for self-esteem due to social 
pressures   to excel.

Prejudice: A negative attitude toward an individual 
based solely on his or her membership in a particular 
group. Prejudiced attitudes serve as filers that 
influence the way others are perceived and treated.  
Discrimination is a negative behavior, an action taken 
against an individual as a result of her or his group 
membership.

"Relationships - Proceed With Caution" from the Fair Shake Reentry Packet www.fairshake.net
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Myth: FALSE DICHOTOMIES – The idea that you must choose between two options: Yes or 
No. Good or Bad. Right or Wrong. Candidate A or B. Rise or Fall. With Us or Against Us. 
Science vs Religion. Rational vs. Emotional. Individual vs. Group. and one that I've heard a lot in 
my life: "That's a man's (sport, job, perspective); it's not for women". (a form of yes or no) 
Whenever you need to make a choice, see if you can find 4, 5, or even 10 options! 
 
Myth: WE STOP LEARNING – If I had never touched a flame before I turned 58 years old, I 
would learn to never touch one in the future if I touched one today. We acquire information 
constantly and we organize it into meaning. We may even care enough to find out how what we 
learned relates to what we already know and believe. One thing school failed to teach us is how 
to learn, and how to discern what we learn. The 'information sources' today are louder, strangely 
influential, and grossly incomplete. To get the full picture, we have to dig for information and ask 
good questions, while also trying to avoid getting overwhelmed or trapped. We must keep 
learning, and as we learn, we can learn to live together better! We do not have to accept 
limitations or acceptable levels of suffering. We are NOT STUCK. We can learn…and then 
change…whatever we want. “There is no inevitability as long as there is a willingness to 
contemplate what is happening.” - Marshall McLuhan (author of The Medium is the Message) 
 

Myth: MERITOCRACY ' - The more you learn the more you earn', 'you can make it if you try', 
'pull yourself up', etc. Many ways to reinforce the idea that the people who have the money and 
the stuff are successful because they earned what they have, they got all their money through 
hard work and a shrewd (including a 100% respectful, environmentally-sound and firearms-free!) 
investment strategy. If only. Investing is almost never in line with our humanity values…yet it is 
always in our best interest to invest in humanity. Meritocracy is justified stratification; people 
above others for their achievements. Michael Sandel said: "We've slid into the assumption that 
the money people make is the measure of their contribution to the common good." I wonder how 
the merit idea would work if we increase accolades and 'status' based on care about others? 
 

Myth: INCARCERATION PAYS A 'DEBT TO SOCIETY' - Why do we keep repeating 
this? Members of society believe that incarceration and the judicial system costs them money; 
they do not feel that they have been paid in any way. How could they? The only debt that has 
been paid is the one requested and required by a heartless and hungry punitive system. Society 
has little faith that 'the system' is providing the information necessary to reengage successfully. 
Together, we can change this. The 'justice system' is the only group getting paid.  
 

Myth: WE ARE FRAGILE - The "Helping" Industry relies on us being weak. ACE (Adverse 
Childhood Experiences) scores may describe some aspects of people, but they in no way 
represent who we are. Many of us with high ACE scores have also become even more than 
resilient, we are now anti-fragile because of our challenges.  This means that the adverse 
conditions made us stronger than we would have been without them.  

Myth: TV NEWS INFORMS YOU OF WHAT IS GOING ON All you get from any single 
news source is what they want you to see and believe. What they show us is what their sponsors 
want them to show us. Sponsors demand support, so the advertisements determine the 'news' 
you'll see on TV. Social Media cannot be counted on to inform us of anything but an opinion. To 
get more pieces of the whole story, we must consider information offered by many news sources. 

Fair Shake’s 

MYTH-BUSTERS 



 

Myth: WE NEED AUTHORITY AND MONEY TO 'FIX' OUR CHALLENGES - Why would 
we ask the institutions, and the people who are complicit in maintaining them, to fix the problems 
they created? Winona LaDuke says: "You shouldn't let your dealer tell you what you need." Are we 
frustrated enough yet to work on the solutions together? We've been trained to believe these 
myths: 
- Experts and 'science' have the solutions to our challenges; they will provide the relief for 

our suffering. Q: What if they are the cause of our suffering? 
- Money will fix our problems. Does money build trust, cooperation and feelings of confidence? 

We have gifts to share with each other. Our focus on money continues to take away our power. 
Money does not give us power.  Feelings of agency, support and capability give us power! 

 
Myth: INDIVIDUALISM – Individualism is said to be a “fundamental American principle” so is 
authoritarianism, lying, stealing, false superiority and also the myth of the 'self-made' person and 
"united we stand". 
INTERDEPENDENCE, on the other hand, is a fundamental planetary principle. We can 
easily see our impact on the environment and on each other because of our insatiable pursuit 
of more stuff; a belief created to fill the hole created by 'individualism'. The Rev. Desmond 
Tutu reminded us that "the solitary individual' is a contradiction in terms. 

 
Myth: "FREE-MARKET CAPITALISM” - You'll find that file between Easter Bunny and Santa 
Clause. The game is rigged. Capitalism offers some opportunity, but 'the market' does not 
respond to our needs.  Instead, it manufactures our desires and externalizes unhealthy costs.  

 
Myth: NOTHING WORKS: Roger Martinson wrote, "the represent array of correctional 
treatments has no appreciable effect - positive or negative - on rates of recidivism of convicted 
offenders." In the magazine Public Interest (1974), he stated, "rehabilitative efforts that have 
been reported so far have no appreciable effect on recidivism." The way that I read this is: the 
ineffective ‘programs’ supplied by the prisons (or whomever else) did not impact the already low 
(compared to today) recidivism rate. He said that no single thing works because we are unique.  
We are not robots. One thing that always works is 100% pro-social: it's us working together!  

 
EMPLOYMENT AND EDUCATION REDUCE RECIDIVISM Only YOU "reduce 
recidivism". You and nothing else. It is up to you to utilize education or employment 
opportunities to support your reentry success; YOU get full credit for how you apply your gifts. 
After all, employment and higher education did not keep Jeff Skilling, Bernie Madoff, Martha 
Stewart, Bill Cosby, Charles Kushner, or several elected representatives, out of prison. 

 
CRIMINOGENIC NEEDS Incarcerated people have basic human needs; the same needs 
we all have. You are not different. This is yet another attempt to scientize othering. 

 
Myth: EXPERTS KNOW WHAT'S BEST 
Experts have agendas. Always consider who is paying the 'expert'. Non-profit status does not 
automatically indicate integrity. Professional 'fixers' are often poor listeners. Prisons, schools and 
hospitals tell us what we need, they rarely ask what we think or feel. How can they 'help' if they 
don't hear? We can learn to listen to ourselves and each other by asking questions. We can 
work, care, and grow together to build our capacity for complexity, cooperation, constructive 
learning, critical thinking, and agency! We are the 'experts' we've been waiting for. 

 
 

MYTH-BUSTERS Fair Shake’s 
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How Do You Solve a Problem Like Reentry? 

Sue Kastensen, Founder and Director, Fair Shake 

I
magine, if you can, being snuggly 

stuck in a building with 1,600 other 

people, all of whom share your 

physical gender; never leaving, eating 

in the cafeteria that offers no choices, 

and sleeping in a room that is the size 

of your current bathroom, which, by 

the way, you share with one or two 

“roommates” not of your choosing. 
Imagine, also, that you have no internet 

access, no cell phone, and no computer. 

Your phone calls, on an old-school pay 

phone, will be conducted in a large 

room filled with boisterous people. You 

are restricted to one 15-minute call after 

which you must wait one hour before 

you are permitted to make another. 

Finally, you are only offered short 

intervals of time in the exercise room 

and library, and you receive few, if any, 

very short visits from family or friends. 

Oh, and you’ll share the bathroom with 

50 people. 

Can you imagine this for even one full 

day? How about one week? A month? A 

year? People in U.S. prisons are serving 

sentences that exceed 1 year … so let’s 

imagine five, 10, 20 or even 30 years. 

The crowded picture in your head, 

however, doesn’t come close to the 

reality of life in prison. I have omitted 

the suffering, the sadness, and the 

loss of loved ones; the manipulations, 

the disrespect, and lack of trust; the 

fear, the censorship, and the razor-

wire fence. And the heavy gates with 

electronic locks. 

Today there is an added threat of a 

potentially deadly virus running wild 

within the building. The virus, by the 

way, can only enter the building with the 

people who come and go for work, but 

who do not live there. 

Finally, I want you to imagine how 

anyone who does not have personal 

experience in this process could possibly 

guide people to build successful lives 

in a busy world once the exit door is 

opened to them. Where does one start 

to offer information about an ever-

changing society when it is difficult 

to keep up, even for those who are 

fully engaged? 

At least one building, full of the people 

in the thought exercise, opens its doors 

to release the inhabitants each day; 7 

days per week (Carson, 2020). There 

are approximately 1.4 million prisoners 

currently serving time in state and 

federal prisons (Carson, 2020), and 95% 

of them will be returning to society 

(Hughes & Wilson, 2020). They are all 

excited to experience freedom again, 

but many are also extremely fearful 

of failure. 

Very few prisons offer resources, 

support, or information to the 

incarcerated that will help them make 

vital connections for housing, medical 

support, or clothing prior to release. 

No prisons allow those who have 

recently come home to share their 

experience with those who are 

preparing for the transition. 

Incarcerated people, when they can 

work, make less than 30 cents per 

hour, on average (Sawyer, 2017). 

It’s nearly impossible to save up for 

today’s cost of living on that wage, 

and the difficulty is exacerbated when 

landlords or employers refuse to 

consider leasing to or hiring formerly 

incarcerated applicants after running 

a background check. 

With such a steep hill to climb, it should 

come as no surprise that less than 10 

years after release from prison, 83% 

of those who have been released will 

find themselves back in prison (Alper, 

Durose, & Markman, 2018). 

Sue Kastensen presenting Fair Shake in a 
federal prison. 

But it is a surprise. It’s shocking. A 

17% success rate for an organization 

of any kind is ridiculous! How is this 

even possible? It’s embarrassing, 

unacceptable, maddening, and, 

for me, motivating. 

Minding My Own Business 

Prior to 1999, I — like most of my fellow 

Americans — was not aware of the 

formidable and terrifying gauntlet of 

challenges waiting for those who are 

returning to society from prison. 

I was also not aware of the extremely 

long sentences and collateral 

consequences imposed by our war 

on drugs, or that people convicted of 

committing burglary were much more 

likely to commit another crime than 

people convicted of committing murder, 

or that many people convicted of sex 

offenses would be listed on a national 

registry for the rest of their lives. 

I had never thought about the 

psychological hurdles to reengagement: 

building the courage and confidence 

to apply for a job, the frustrations of 

learning to use technology, needing 

strong boundaries to resist the 
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lure of using shortcuts to acquire 

money, finding and building healthy 

relationships (including reconnecting 

with children, parents and partners); 

or the intense tenacity and dedication 

to stay committed to goals made 

while incarcerated. 

I never thought about any of that 

because in 1999, I — like most 

Americans — was focused on myself and 

my future. I was an enthusiastic 36-year-

old business owner, manufacturing 

products that were in high demand 

in a rapidly growing market. I needed 

machines, and the employees to build 

and run them. Amid the growth and 

excitement, an employee took me aside 

one day and quietly asked if I might 

consider hiring her friend who would be 

coming home from prison soon. 

Entrepreneurs are often courageous to 

try new and different things, but this 

question put me in a difficult position. 

I wanted to protect the loyal team that 

was cranking out our products every 

day, and I also wanted to give this 

person a “second chance.” Besides, if I 
did not say I’d consider this question in 

my small community of 2,000 people, 

who do I think should? 

I said “yes.” 

I learned a lot about reentry challenges 

from Rick, the applicant who became 

our new employee. He and I continued 

our conversation while I brainstormed 

on building a tool that could help people 

find needed resources. I knew that, at 

the very least, I could contribute an 

online reentry resource library! I called it 

“Fair Shake.” 

Wanting to connect with professionals 

who help prisoners prepare for release, 

in 2002 I joined the Correctional 

Education Association and started 

searching for a mentor. I found one, 

and by 2005, I had sold my business, 

eager to create a nonprofit that would 

help people transition from prison to life 

after prison. 

Unique Qualifications 

Since before I can remember, I have 

been a risk-tolerant, extremely curious, 

self-determined, anti-fragile, and 

somewhat courageous individual. My 

approach to life did not bode well with 

authorities and by 8th grade, I felt I was 

being developmentally stunted at home 

and in school. In order to survive my 

teens, I had to find my own path. 

After getting kicked out of my parents’ 

home at 13 — and after five high 

schools, four foster homes, several stays 

in group homes, a couple of jail visits 

and a few years in a Catholic reform 

school — in 1979, when I was 16 years 

old, I wanted to drop out of school and 

become an emancipated adult. I felt I 

was serving a sentence that had no end 

and no purpose. Authorities wanted 

me to stay in school, so I said I would 

continue with high school if I could 

attend Walden III, an alternative high 

school (which still exists today).1 This 

was my last opportunity for a formal 

education and, thankfully, I flourished. 

The school engaged in very little top-

down pedagogy and primarily worked 

from a framework of student-centered, 

constructive, and problem-solving 

perspectives. Even the students were 

teaching classes! Some of my most 

cherished and important lessons 

were not taught in the classrooms; 

they were felt within the care of the 

community, for which I had yearned 

for so many years. The comradery, 

respect, interactions, support, and 

cooperative learning — unheard of 

in public or private schools in 1979 — 

gave me a deep understanding of 

authenticity, freedom, ownership, 

agency, interdependence, and even 

the importance of history. 

At the start of my junior year, I detested 

school but at the end of the year, 

I found myself deeply in love with 

learning. I know now that we can find 

this love no matter where, or when, 

we find ourselves. 

Lifewide Learning 

Between selling my business and 

organizing a nonprofit, I worked in fair 

trade for a few years. During that time, 

I learned about stakeholders in the 

food chain: the farmworkers, farmers, 

processors, distributors, retailers, and 

consumers (we did not include the 

waste process at that time). My mind 

opened; I realized that the onus for 

reentry success did not solely fall on the 

person coming home from prison — 

that person also needed to be accepted 

for employment, housing, higher 

education, in places of worship, and 

more. In short, their success depended 

on all of us! I realized that I had to offer 

support to other stakeholders, too. I 

started thinking about ways to support 

and encourage family and friends, 

employers, landlords, corrections, and 

citizens to participate in this common 

goal for reintegration. 

By creating, and listening, and creating 

some more, amazing things started 

to happen. 

In 2014, I received a call from a reentry 

affairs coordinator in a federal prison 

in Colorado. She contacted me because 

the resource-selection tool on the 

Fair Shake website2 was not working 

properly. After we talked for some 

time, she invited me to present Fair 

Shake at the prison complex. She said 

I would speak with hundreds of men 

in institutions that covered three levels 

of security. This would be my first 

opportunity to present Fair Shake 

to the incarcerated! 

After I nervously introduced myself 

and provided an overview of Fair 

Shake, I asked the group if they would 

tell me what information and resources 

they were looking for that would 

help them find success after release. 

Once we started talking, I relaxed 

and they, too, became increasingly 

comfortable with our conversation. 

By the end of the presentation, I felt 

like we had an energizing reentry 

brainstorming session! 
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In addition to gaining insight from 

the responses to my question, I also 

discovered that most of the people in 

that room were corresponding with 

family and friends through a secure 

email server called CorrLinks and that 

I could continue to communicate with 

them through that service by creating a 

newsletter and sharing best practices. 

I also learned an even more important 

lesson: A lot of incarcerated people go 

to great lengths to help one another. 

In early 2016, I started writing a monthly 

newsletter and by the end of the year, 

250 readers had signed on. (Today there 

are more than 4,000 subscribers.) It is 

not a broadcast newsletter, either. It is 

a place to share and build ideas. The 

readers know more than I do, so we 

advise and inform one another. 

Once that door was opened, I 

committed myself to spend as much 

time as I could to engage in in-person 

conversations with incarcerated people. 

For the next three years, I traveled all 

around the country: north to south and 

coast to coast, presenting Fair Shake in 

many types of prisons and all levels 

of security. 

For each trip, I created a route that put 

me on the road for up to one month. 

I had to drive to the institutions 

because it made no sense to fly. 

Prisons are mostly located far away 

from airports and amenities and 

can get locked down without notice. 

I learned to be very flexible! 

When I would arrive at an institution 

where the myriad of presentation 

participants — incarcerated people, 

prison staff, and public servant visitors 

— had seen the Fair Shake Reentry 

Packet,3 or the free Fair Shake software 

application or even the website (in 

a staff office; prisoners do not have 

access to the internet), someone would 

inevitably ask me how my bubble truck4 

was running and if I had new stories 

from meeting people along the way 

(I always did). 

Sue Kastensen with her bubble truck. 

My truck, with a camper on the back, 

made my travels possible. It was vital to 

have my kitchen, office, and bedroom 

with me at all times. 

My travels are on hold for now, but 

prison reentry and education staff 

around the country have been staying 

in touch. Some check-in to make sure I 

will still be coming to their institutions 

when they open their doors again to 

volunteers, and others contact me to ask 

when the new software will be released. 

Robert Cialdini’s (1984) “Scarcity 

Principle” is working in my favor, and 
suddenly Fair Shake is in high demand! 

So, who comes to the presentations, and 

who signs up for the newsletters? 

One can make almost no assumptions 

at all about who is in prison. As you 

have likely seen in the news, lawyers, 

CEOs, entertainers, and elected officials 

can be found in prisons; along with 

mothers, fathers, young people, and 

elders — many of whom have been in 

prison most of their lives and may have 

entered prison before they turned 18. 

The people serving time inside prison 

are as diverse as the people outside 

of prison, and many who have been 

convicted of committing crimes have 

also been victims themselves. 

Criminologists, correctional 

administrators, elected officials, many 

academics, and, of course, the media, 

attempt to impress upon us that there 

is a specific type of person who commits 

a crime. They want us to believe that 

this “type” has “needs” that are unlike 
our usual human needs and they call 

them “criminogenic needs.” They believe 
that these needs are like an addiction 
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and that most people who commit a 

crime must vigilantly “desist” from crime 
for many years, and possibly the rest 

of their lives because the needs are so 

strong. These people are put into groups 

according to their “risk of recidivism,” 
their propensity to commit a new crime 

and return to prison. 

To ensure that most prisoners from 

powerful and influential backgrounds 

will not be included in medium- or 

high-risk groups, the criminologists 

have devised a way for the majority of 

white-collar criminals to be excluded 

from having these “needs” (e.g., Jeffrey 
Epstein, Martha Stewart). The high-

profile prisoners can often skip the 

dehumanizing, behaviorism-based 

programming and lengthy stretches of 

time in higher security prisons, where 

“assigning low-risk offenders to intensive 

programs designed for high-risk 

offenders” … “can make things worse,” 
according to the National Institute of 

Justice (2012, p. 109). 

Considering the amount of time, 

effort, money, and research invested, 

I find it very disappointing that the 

criminologists have not created 

instruments that allow them to observe 

how people change. Many people grow, 

learn, feel deep remorse, and develop a 

world view that will lead to a law-abiding 

life, even without programming. 

It is no wonder people are mystified 

about corrections, reentry, and how 

they can get involved to improve the 

corrections system or support the 

lives of those who have been released. 

National corrections associations, 

academics and elected representatives 

— the self-proclaimed “experts” — 
discourage others from getting involved 

in attending to the “broken system,” as 
President Obama referred to it. They 

want us to trust them and leave the 

“reform” to them. After all, they will 
assert, they are informed by “evidence.”5 

These experts have been asking the 

question “What works?” to reduce 
recidivism for 50 years. In 1974, Robert 

Martinson answered their question. 
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Antisocial attitudes, beliefs and 
values 

Attitudes, values, beliefs, and rationalizations supportive of crime; 
cognitive emotional states of anger, resentment, and defiance 

Antisocial behavior patterns Early and continuing involvement in a number and variety of antisocial 
acts and a variety of settings 

Antisocial peers and associates Close association with criminal others and relative isolation from 
anticriminal others; immediate social support for crime 

Antisocial personality and 
temperamental factors 

Adventurous, pleasure seeking, weak self-control, restlessly aggressive 

Family/marital stressors Two key elements are 1) nurturance and/or caring, and 2) monitoring 
and/or supervision 

Substance abuse Abuse of alcohol and/or other drugs 
Lack of education, employment 
stability or achievement 

Low levels of performance and satisfaction in school and/or work 

Lack of pro-social activities in leisure 
time 

Low levels of involvement and satisfaction in anticriminal leisure pursuits 

After vising many prisons and looking 

at the programming available in 

each one, he concluded that not one 

program worked for everyone. He 

found that some people benefited 

from one type, and others benefited 

from another, but no perfect program 

that applies to all had been created; 

there was no silver bullet. His findings 

liberated corrections from their duty 

of rehabilitation, creating a gap for 

the criminologists, with their medical 

model of interventions, dosages, and 

programming, to step in. 

After more than 20 years of their 

studies, “evidence” and best practices, 
the criminogenic approach has only 

increased recidivism and failed to 

address the issues that it accuses the 

incarcerated population of engaging in 

in the first place: anti-social thinking and 

behavior. (See the Criminogenic Need 

Factors chart [National Parole Resource 

Center, 2014].) 

have the opportunity to demonstrate 

their knowledge of, and commitment to, 

them! In fact, many of our incarcerated 

have become far more prosocial than 

the people who determine them to be a 

high-risk for recidivism. 

What You Focus on Grows 

Since I have been presenting in several 

institutions annually, the prisons 

that have reentry councils, or think 

tanks, or other groups dedicated to 

problem-solving, often invite me to 

join their groups for an hour or two of 

conversation after my presentation. 

Over the course of a few meetings, we 

gain a deeper understanding of the 

unique qualities that each of us brings 

separately — and together — to the 

solution of the reentry problem. 

It was through one of these 

opportunities that I was able to create a 

workshop for a National Conference on 

It was a crazy idea that was fairly 

difficult to execute but we pulled it off. 

We were even able to include recorded 

presentations by Mike, the incarcerated 

member, and also the voices of the 

Fair Shake newsletter subscribers who 

shared their thoughts in writing. 

The conference organizers greatly 

underestimated the interest in this 

topic: they gave us a small room for our 

presentation that we filled to more than 

250% of capacity, while we had to watch 

many interested attendees walk away. 

Unfortunately, like so many things, 

the conference has been canceled this 

year, so we will not able to rekindle and 

continue the conversation in person. 

The idea, however, will persist. 

The Fair Shake Operating System 

Creating a web and technology-based 

prisoner-reentry nonprofit organization 

that serves millions of people, 

on-demand, is a huge undertaking. 
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Criminogenic Need Factors 

Fancy (and expensive!) assessments, 

algorithms, and programming have 

been built to disregard the attributes, 

characteristics, and qualities they say 

criminals lack, which include building 

capabilities, perspective change, 

prosocial studies, engagements 

(such as mentoring), ownership, self-

determination, critical thinking, and 

commitment to community. We want 

our nation’s citizens — as parents, 

employees, friends, and community 

members — to embrace these 

empowering and liberating qualities; 

and incarcerated people would like to 

Higher Education in Prison with three 

men; two of whom I had met several 

times in the same prison and had been 

released; and one I met in a different 

prison and was still incarcerated. We 

wanted to find out if the academic 

attendees would help us think about 

how we could switch the reentry goal 

from being a negative one (reducing 

recidivism) to a positive one (building a 

satisfying and successful life) since it is 

far easier (and much more sensible!) to 

pursue a positive goal. 

Many of my toughest lessons were 

learned simply by deciding to take this 

on! I had to learn to manage the daily 

website development by myself, to 

communicate with several stakeholders 

using a variety of tools, and to grasp 

several software tricks and tools 

involving Office, Adobe and Windows 

OS. And I have to keep on learning those 

tricks and tools, too, because software 

makers often change them when 

they update. 

It was during one of these updates that 

I became very frustrated. I felt that no 

matter how hard I tried to keep up, 

Microsoft et al., were not interested in 

having me get my work done, they were 

mainly interested in making me learn 

things that served their interests. I felt 

like I was working for them! 

My son calmly offered me an alternative 

to the commercial “matrix.” He asked 
me to consider learning to use an 

operating system called Ubuntu, which 

was constantly and seamlessly updated 

and improved by developers who ask 

for input from the users. He said it 
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was a little harder to get started, but 

he assured me that once I got the 

hang of it — like driving with a manual 

transmission — it would become easy. 

I wasn’t ready for it when he offered, 

but I very much liked the idea of the 

operating system and how it was 

created. It reminded me of what I was 

doing with Fair Shake. Fair Shake, too, 

was a little harder, and people had to 

“do it themselves,” but in the end they 
would be more informed, and Fair 

Shake would continue to become more 

relevant and supportive. I promised to 

look it up later. 

Later came hard. It was when I was 

being forced to abandon Windows XP, 

which I loved so much, that I decided I’d 

had enough; it was time to try Ubuntu. 

I searched online to download it and 

the search results provided not only 

the computer operating system, but 

more importantly, they provided a link 

to a vital philosophy for our human 

operating system! 

I was like a kid in a candy store as 

I explored the information online 

about Ubuntu! I was so excited to 

read and hear and learn about this 

traditional, sub-Saharan African 

philosophy, founded on the idea of 

interdependence. Ubuntu can be 

understood through the Zulu maxim, 

“umuntu ngumuntu ngabantu,” or 
“a person is a person through other 

persons.” It means, according to 
Desmond Tutu (2015), that it is the very 

essence of being human that we belong 

in a bundle of life, and that the solitary 

individual is a contradiction in terms. 

I couldn’t believe my eyes. I recognized 

this as Fair Shake’s operating system 

and since then I have been weaving the 

philosophy into all of the information I 

share. I also close the newsletter with 

“Ubuntu” to remind the subscribers that 
we are in this together. 

Education for Democracy 

Understanding and effectively running 

a large democracy is an enormous 

undertaking and proper preparation 

should begin at an early age. We 

must nurture care in our youth and 

demonstrate ways they can think 

about themselves as individuals-within-

community. Their education must 

include how to express — and listen 

to — a wide variety of perspectives in 

problem-solving debates about how to 

achieve social goals. It will take all of 

the formative years of schooling to 

develop these crucial and necessary 

thinking, reflection, communication, 

and feeling skills. 

Rather than provide powerful tools for 

ownership, engagement, and intellectual 

expansion in a vibrant democracy, 

however, today’s foundational 

pedagogy, with its attendant testing 

and comparisons, conditions our 

children to passively receive and believe 

information. The unspoken argument 

(unless you ask, like I always have) is 

that if we just rely on experts, follow the 

rules, and pursue employment, we will 

create the means to achieve happiness, 

security, and satisfaction in our lives. 

We need not look further than the front 

page of the newspaper on any given 

day to see the devastating suffering 

and failure of this approach: increased 

polarization and authoritarianism across 

civil society, increased mental illness, 

suicide, anxiety, depression, addiction 

and opiate use in individuals; and the 

enormous loss of meaning and control 

in our lives. 

Our citizens are waiting for a 

courageous and benevolent leader to do 

the heavy lifting of leading civil society. 

We want to believe that reform is 

happening and that infusing money into 

bad systems is making them better. We 

are waiting for the white knight to come 

and save us, but we can’t yet see her on 

the horizon. The education system we 

count on to properly prepare our youth 

to recognize and solve social, regional, 

and global problems is failing our 

future leaders by withholding the 

very tools they must use to develop 

their capabilities, at our nation’s 

collective peril. 

In 2007, just one month after receiving 

my bachelor’s degree (at 44 years of 

age), I read an article in the Journal of 

Correctional Education that offered 

a new lens for me to use as I think 

about “correctional education.” In it 
the author, Cormac Behan (2007), 

argued: “[T]he current penal orthodoxy 

must be challenged and alternative 

discourses explored within and without 

of correctional settings” (p. 158). I 
agreed! I read on, and found myself 

weaving these considerations into 

my perspective: 

Educators need to create an 

alternative discourse about how we 

define our progress. It could shift 

the focus of the argument from 

a defensive position to a positive 

one. This might be achieved by 

arguing for a different approach 

to education than what the prison 

authorities or politicians may want. 

Mezirow’s theory of Transformative 

Learning has a lot to offer prison 

educators. It encourages individuals 

to challenge the way they make 

meaning in the world. This requires 

transforming frames of reference 

which begins with critical reflection, 

i.e., assessing one’s assumptions

and presuppositions. It begins with

encouraging students to engage in

critical thinking which, according

to Stephen Brookfield, is what

one should strive for in an adult

education process. …This is the

beginning of liberating learning.

(Behan, 2007, p. 160)

I had just finished school, but I wanted 

to head straight back to the library to 

find out more about transformative 

learning theory! After all, wouldn’t 

we all benefit from taking the time to 

think critically, reflect, question our 

assumptions, biases and beliefs, and 

discuss our thoughts with others? 
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After 10 years of self-study, I gathered 

all my savings and returned to 

school to pursue a master’s degree 

in education. I needed to learn about 

education theory, curriculum-building 

and evaluation, so I could build a place 

where all people — regardless of their 

educational attainment or relationship 

— could freely learn how to learn. We 

have the right, as citizens and humans, 

to know how to think deeply, how to 

find information that is not offered 

through the “news,” to consider other 
perspectives, build agency, and expand 

our capacity for complexity, caring, and 

knowledge. We deserve to have a place 

to break free from the limitations of 

other people’s educational norms, goals 

and expectations, and think outside of 

the social or tribal bubble. A place 

where learners of any age and any 

educational attainment level could 

continue freely on their personal path 

of acquiring wisdom. 

Where I once thought a certificate was 

the answer, I grew to understand that 

employers et al. were understandably 

cynical about the value of certificates 

that cannot show commitment, moral 

fortitude, team building or critical 

thinking. They want to judge the person 

for themselves, which makes sense. 

After all, a driver’s license does not verify 

a willingness to use turn signals, only 

that the driver knows how to use them. 

It takes courage to face an employer 

in an interview following many years 

of incarceration. It also takes courage 

to say “no” to a powerfully persuasive 
family member or close friend. It takes 

great bravery to do the right thing 

when our group is doing the wrong 

thing. We can muster the strength that 

we need to create good boundaries, 

expand our capabilities, and reduce 

our suffering. From there, we can 

feel strong enough to reach out to 

help others …. and discover that 

helping them helps us even more. No 

certificate shows this level of growth, 

determination, or commitment. 

I was extremely fortunate to have been 

diverted from dropping out of school 

to finding a reason to love learning. In 

the halls of Walden III, at the age of 16, 

I was able to experience the process 

and value of transformative learning. 

I am deeply grateful and, like many 

believers, I feel a responsibility to offer 

this opportunity to others. 

The Fair Shake Free School 

So now, while I am not able to get into 

the prisons to talk with people face-

to-face, but while the interest rises in 

newsletter subscriptions, creating think 

tanks, exploring biases, and more, I 

am pushing the creative side of my 

mind to its limits (which will, thankfully, 

expand even more) to figure out how 

one person can maintain and even build 

a lifelong learning “community center” 
that not only offers information, but 

asks visitors to contribute. 

The Fair Shake Free School will more 

deeply investigate these areas: 

• Philosophy — to explore 

epistemology, purpose, morality, 

care for humanity, values, etc. 

• Psychology — to explore the feeling/ 

thinking problem, our needs and 

wants, uniqueness, dropping 

unwanted baggage, motivation, etc. 

• Sociology — to explore TV and 

media and it’s impacts, how 

authority impacts groups, 

how being in groups impacts 

individuals, etc. 

• Citizenship — building community 

and capabilities together, education, 

democracy, global village, etc. 

• “Swellness” — where our physical 
health meets our mental health. 

We now live in a world of constant 

change; where lifelong learning is no 

longer just a good idea, it is vital for 

security, satisfaction, meaning-making, 

and building trust. 

Fair Shake will not engage in top-

down pedagogy but will, instead, rely 

on a learning foundation based in 

heutagogy (self-determined learning), 

ubuntugogy (teaching and learning 

undergirded by humanity toward 

others), and transformative learning 

theory (critical reflection and potential 

for perspective change). 

Looking through the heutagogical lens 

(Glassner & Back, 2020), learners will 

understand that they are the captains 

of their learning adventure and they will 

“make the road by walking” (Machado, 
1912). They will learn how they can 

discern the value of the information 

they entertain, ask relevant questions 

for proper reflection, and construct 

knowledge to build their life to its fullest. 

By applying the lens of ubuntugogy 

(Bangura, 2005), learners will be able to 

think deeply about what is at the core of 

being a human: relationship! They will 

be able to remember that we learned 

how to be human from other humans, 

and that we can build information 

in a way that honors, accepts, and 

encourages others. Ubuntu is such an 

important philosophy for democracy 

that, in 1997, the South African 

Department of Welfare stated that 

Ubuntu “acknowledges both the rights 

and the responsibilities of every citizen 

in promoting individual and societal 

well-being” (p. 12). 

Finally, the transformative learning lens 

(Mezirow, 1990) will equip learners with 

ways to foster critical self-reflection, 

challenge social norms, engage in dialog 

with greater confidence, and consider 

other perspectives, including changing 

our own. These tools will support 

compassion as well as capacity-building 

in a world of constant change and 

emerging truth. 

Our Opportunity 

Let us think again about those who are 

stuck in the building: 

The monolith of correctional 

bureaucracy and its supporters — the 

current managers of the building — 

have no incentive or desire to improve 

their performance. In accordance with 
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our current contract, they can keep 

us out, but they cannot stop us from 

reaching in to connect, to listen, and to 

share time, learning opportunities, and 

humanity. They can also not stop us 

from changing our contract with them in 

the future. 

We can change the building; for 

instance, we can create a campus with 

choices. We can continue to include 

limitations and restrictions, while we 

also include decency, respect, and 

opportunities. We can remind those 

inside that we know they are bringing 

unique and important contributions to 

our communities. 

The management of the building, and 

the welfare of those being held within it, 

is OUR business; we have a right and a 

duty to build possibilities with our fellow 

citizens. As we now properly recognize 

ourselves as the owners, and see our 

neighbors inside as co-creators, we can 

experiment with new ways of thinking 

about how to help them prepare to 

leave the building and find success in 

our dynamic, technology-based world. 

Remember, more than 1,600 of our 

fellow citizens will walk out of those 

doors full of hope and determination 

each day. With our eyes and hearts 

open, I am certain that we can switch 

the 83% failure rate to an 83% 

success rate. 

What works to improve reentry success? 

We do. Together. 

Notes 

1 Walden III, Racine, Wisconsin: 

https://www.rusd.org/district/ 

walden-iii-middle-high-school 

2 Fair Shake website: https://www. 

fairshake.net/. 

3 Fair Shake Reentry Packet: https:// 

www.fairshake.net/reentry-

resources/reentry-packet/. 

4 If you’d like to learn about the 

philosophy behind the bubbles, 

please check out the “On Sue’s 

Desk” page of the website and scroll 
down until you see Bubble Truck 

Philosophy (https://www.fairshake. 

net/suesdesk/). 

5 To see the survey that the Federal 

Bureau of Prisons use to assess the 

“risk of recidivism,” please find the 
Measures of Criminal Attitudes and 

Associates (MCAA) survey on the 

Fair Shake website: (https://www. 

fairshake.net/risk-assessments/.), 

or on the Research and Practice in 

Corrections Lab website: https:// 

sites.google.com/a/siu.edu/ 

corrections-and-research_lab/ 

Downloads. See the “Measures of 

Criminal Attitudes and Associates 

(MCAA)” questionnaire (please scroll 
down to find it) and the “Measures 

of Criminal and Antisocial 

Desistance (MCAD)” survey — worth 
a moment while you’re there! 
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Citizenship - Birth Certificate
SC DHEC
2600 Bull Street
Columbia, SC 29201
(803) 898-3630
State office has records since January 1915.
https://scdhec.gov/vital-records/birth-certificates

Citizenship - Department of Motor Vehicles
Drivers License and ID
PO Box 1498
Blythewood, SC 29016
803-896-5000
https://www.scdmvonline.com/Driver-Services/Driv
ers-License

Citizenship - Voting Rights
ACLU Voting Rights and Restrictions

https://www.aclu.org/issues/voting-rights/voter-res
toration/felony-disenfranchisement-laws-map?redir
ect=maps/map-state-criminal-disfranchisement-la
ws

Employment - Employment Services
1801 Pamplico Hwy
Florence, SC 29505
Branch Hours
7:30am - 5pm Monday - Friday
Phone: (843) 665-8204
Fax: (843) 665-8574
http://www.spartanstaffing.com

Employment - Workforce Development
1550 Gadsden St.
P.O. Box 1406
Columbia, SC 29202
803-737-2593
803-737-0140 fax
http://www.dew.sc.gov

Family - Child Support
Get the help that is available to you.
http://www.state.sc.us/dss/csed/

Free - Free Phone
Assurance Wireless
P.O. Box 5040
Charleston, IL 61920-9907
1-888-321-5880
Assurance Wireless provides eligible consumers
with free monthly data, unlimited texting, free
monthly minutes plus a free Smartphone.  Lifeline
enrollment is available to individuals who qualify
based on federal or state-specific eligibility criteria.
Residents of homeless shelters, nursing homes
and temporary addresses may also be eligible.
https://www.assurancewireless.com/lifeline-service
s/what-lifeline

Health - Alcoholics Anonymous
Welcome to AA South Carolina, a state-wide
recovery resource devoted to supporting the men
and women of South Carolina. AA South Carolina
helps individuals struggling with alcoholism find
the help they need on a local basis. Discover South
Carolina Alcoholics Anonymous meetings per
county or city, and take the next step to overcome

Citizenship - Community Development
Get all of the information you need to grow your
community.
http://www.50states.com/city/socaro.htm

Citizenship - Legal Assistance
LSC Funded
320 South Coit Street
Florence, SC 29501
843-413-9500
http://www.sclegal.org

Employment - Employment Services
1550 Gadsden St.
P.O. Box 995
Columbia, SC 29202
803-737-2400
http://www.dew.sc.gov

Employment - Temporary Staffing Agency
2200 David H McLeod Blvd, Suite A
Florence, South Carolina 29501
843-662-8262
http://www.spherion.com

Family - Child Care
Find all of the help available to you on the website.
https://dss.sc.gov/

Food - Food Pantry
Find local pantries, soup kitchens, food shelves,
food banks and other food help.
https://www.foodpantries.org/st/south_carolina

Free - Free Stuff
We are a grassroots and entirely nonprofit
movement of people who are giving and getting
stuff for free in their own Towns. It's all about
reuse and keeping good stuff out of landfills.
Membership is free.
https://www.freecycle.org/

Health - Free/Sliding Scale Clinic with Dental
Listings that can help low-income and uninsured
people connect with a clinic or community health
center in their area. These clinics offer free and
discounted rates for medical and dental care.  Our
county listings include contact information, a
listing of services and any further remarks that
may be pertinent to our users, such as free
services provided, discounted services provided
and clinic operating hours.
https://freeclinicdirectory.org/south_carolina_care.
html

Health - Narcotics Anonymous
Find South Carolina NA Meetings Near You
https://www.narcotics.com/na-meetings/south-caro
lina/

Reentry Resource - Multiple Resources
Available
211 connects you with thousands of nonprofit and
government services in your area. If you want
personal assistance call the three-digit number
211 or 877-947-2211. A friendly voice to talk with
you 24/7/365.
https://sc211.org/

https://scdhec.gov/vital-records/birth-certificates


 

alcohol addiction.
https://alcoholicsanonymous.com/aa-meetings/sou
th-carolina/

Health - Health Department
Search Within the Health Dept.website for services
and programs!
https://scdhec.gov/health

Reentry Resource - Multiple Resources
Available
Search for benefits in Education, Grants, Loans,
Social Security, Housing and Utilities, Employment
and Career Development, Financial Assistance and
more.
https://www.benefits.gov/categories

Shelter - Low Income Housing
Find low income apartments in South Carolina
along with non profit organizations that help with
low income housing along with HUD apartments,
public housing apartments, public housing
authorities, and housing assistance agencies.
https://www.lowincomehousing.us/SC.html

Shelter - Shelters
We provide an online directory of shelters in South
Carolina.
https://www.shelterlist.com/state/south_carolina



Resume Guide

A good resume will open the door for an interview. But do you need a resume? Some employers prefer a 
resume and others require an application form. That depends on the kind of job you’re applying for.

RESUME REQUIRED
• Professional, technical, administrative and managerial jobs.
• Sales positions.
• Secretarial, clerical, and other office jobs.

RESUME SOMETIMES REQUIRED
Professional positions: Baker, Hotel Clerk, Electrician, Drafter, Welder

RESUME NOT REQUIRED
Unskilled, quick turnover jobs: Fast Food Server, Laborers, Machine Loader, Cannery Worker

The Rockport  Institute has generously donated the resume guide below.  It is a shortened version of 
their full resume guide How to Write a Masterpiece of a Resume  which can be found here:  
http://www.rockportinstitute.com/resumes

WRITE A RESUME THAT GENERATES RESULTS

Before you begin, ask yourself: Why do you have a resume in the first place? What is it supposed to do for 
you? How can you differentiate yourself from hundreds of other applicants with qualified resumes?  The 
prospective employer has the overwhelming task of looking over many resumes to find the special person 
that is right for the position and a great fit for the culture of the company. You are facing a great deal of 
competition.

The resume is a tool with one specific purpose: to win an interview. If it doesn't, it isn't an effective resume. 
A resume is an advertisement; nothing more, nothing less. A great resume doesn’t just tell them what you 
have done but makes the same assertion that all good ads do: If you buy this product, you will get these 
specific, direct benefits. It presents you in the best light. It convinces the employer that you have what it 
takes to be successful in this new position or career.

Other reasons to have a resume: 

• To pass the employer's screening process (requisite educational level, number years' experience, 
etc.), to give basic facts which might favorably influence the employer

• To establish yourself as a professional person with high standards and excellent writing skills, based 
on the fact that your resume is so well done (clear, well-organized, well-written, well-designed, of the 
highest professional grades of printing and paper). 

• To use as a covering piece or addendum to another form of job application

• To put in an employer's personnel files. (which they may check out later for other openings) 

• To help you clarify your direction, qualifications, and strengths, boost your confidence, or to start the 
process of committing to a job or career change.
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It is a mistake to think of your resume as your work history, a personal statement or some sort of self 
expression. Sure, most of the content of any resume is focused on your job history. But write from the 
intention to create interest, to persuade the employer to call you. If you write with that goal, your final 
product will be very different than if you write it just to catalog your job history.

Most resumes are quickly scanned, rather than read. Ten to twenty seconds is all the time you have to 
persuade a prospective employer to read further and the decision to interview a candidate is usually based 
on an overall first impression of the resume, a quick screening that so impresses the reader and convinces 
them of the candidate's qualifications that an interview results. The top half of the first page of your resume 
will either make you or break you. You hope it will have the same result as a well-written ad: to get the 
reader to respond. You are selling a product in which you have a large personal investment: you.

The person who is doing the hiring often cares deeply how well the job will be done. You need to write your 
resume to appeal directly to them.  Ask yourself: What does the employer really want? What special abilities 
would this person have? What would set a truly exceptional candidate apart from a merely good one?  How 
can I demonstrate that I am the perfect candidate?  Put yourself in their shoes. 

Loosen up your thinking enough so that you will be able to see some new connections between what you 
have done and what the employer is looking for. You need not confine yourself to work-related 
accomplishments! Use your entire life as evidence of your character, skills and talents. If Sunday school or 
your former gang are the only places you have had a chance to demonstrate your special gifts for 
leadership, fine. What are the talents you have to offer the prospective employer?  A great resume has two 
sections.  In the first, you make assertions about your abilities, qualities and achievements. You write 
powerful, but honest, advertising copy that makes the reader immediately perk up and realize that you are 
someone special.

The second section, the evidence section, is where you back up your assertions with evidence that you 
actually did what you said you did. This is where you list and describe the jobs you have held, your 
education, etc. This is all the stuff you are obliged to include. 

Most resumes are just the evidence section, with no assertions. The ‘juice’ is in the assertions section. 
When a prospective employer finishes reading your resume, you want them to reach for the phone to invite 
you in to interview. The resumes you have written in the past have probably been a gallant effort to inform 
the reader. You don't want them informed. You want them interested and excited.

THE OBJECTIVE SECTION

Ideally, your resume should be pointed toward conveying why you are the perfect candidate for one specific 
job or job title. Good advertising is directed toward a very specific target audience.

Targeting your resume requires that you be absolutely clear about your career direction—or at least that 
you appear to be clear. You would be wise to use this time of change to design your future career so you 
have a clear target that will meet your goals and be personally fulfilling. With a nonexistent, vague or overly 
broad objective, the first statement you make to a prospective employer says you are not sure this is the job 
for you.

Imagine the position of a software manufacturer looking at a sea of resumes. They all look so much alike 
until they come across a resume in the pile that starts with the following: “OBJECTIVE - a software sales 
position in an organization seeking an extraordinary record of generating new accounts, exceeding sales 
targets and enthusiastic customer relations”. They are immediately interested! This first sentence conveys 
some very important and powerful messages: “I want exactly the job you are offering. I am a superior 
candidate because I recognize the qualities that are most important to you, and I have them. I want to make 
a contribution to your company.” This works well because the employer is smart enough to know that 
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someone who wants to do exactly what they are offering will be much more likely to succeed than someone 
who doesn’t. And that person will probably be a lot more pleasant to work with as well.

Secondly, this candidate has done a good job of establishing why they are the perfect candidate in their first 
sentence. They have thought about what qualities would make a candidate stand out. They have started 
communicating that they are that person immediately. What’s more, they are communicating from the point 
of view of making a contribution to the employer.

Here’s how to write your objective. First of all, decide on a specific job title for your objective. Go back to 
your list of answers to the question “How can I demonstrate that I am the perfect candidate?” What are the 
two or three qualities, abilities or achievements that would make a candidate stand out as truly exceptional 
for that specific job? Having an objective statement that really sizzles is highly effective. And it’s simple to 
do. One format is:  

OBJECTIVE: An xxx position in an organization where yyy and zzz would be needed (or, in an organization 
seeking yyy and zzz). 

Xxx is the name of the position you are applying for. Yyy and zzz are the most compelling qualities, abilities 
or achievements that will really make you stand out above the crowd of applicants. 

If you are applying for several different positions, you should adapt your resume to each one. Have an 
objective that is perfectly matched with the job you are applying for. Remember, you are writing advertising 
copy, not your life story.

If you have a limited work history, you want the employer to immediately focus on where you are going, 
rather than where you have been.

Examples of an Objective section:

OBJECTIVE: An entry-level position in the hospitality industry where a background in advertising and public 
relations would be needed.

OBJECTIVE: A position teaching English as a second language where a special ability to motivate and 
communicate effectively with students would be needed.

THE SUMMARY OF QUALIFICATIONS

The “Summary of Qualifications” consists of several concise statements that focus the reader’s attention on 
the most important qualities, achievements and abilities you have to offer. Those qualities should be the 
most compelling demonstrations of why they should hire you instead of the other candidates. 

This may be the only section fully read by the employer, so it should be very strong and convincing. Include 
professional characteristics (extremely energetic, a gift for solving complex problems in a fast-paced 
environment, exceptional interpersonal skills, committed to excellence, etc.) helpful in winning the interview. 

How should you write to write a Summary of Qualifications? Look for the qualities the employer will care 
about most. Then look at what you wrote about why you are the perfect person to fill their need. Pick your 
qualities that best demonstrate why they should hire you. Assemble it into your Summary section.
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The most common ingredients of a well-written Summary are as follows. Do not use all these ingredients in 
one Summary - use the ones that highlight you best.

• A short phrase describing your profession
• Followed by a statement of broad or specialized expertise
• Followed by two or three additional statements related to any of the following:

o breadth or depth of skills
o unique mix of skills
o range of environments in which you have experience
o a special or well-documented accomplishment
o a history of awards, promotions, or superior performance commendations

• One or more professional or appropriate personal characteristics
• A sentence describing professional objective or interest.

Notice that the examples below show how to include your objective in the Summary section. If you are 
making a career change, your Summary section should show how what you have done in the past prepares 
you to do what you seek to do in the future. 

A few examples of Summary sections:
• Highly motivated, creative and versatile real estate executive with seven years of experience in 

development and construction. Especially skilled at building effective, productive working 
relationships with clients and staff. Excellent management, negotiation and public relations skills. 
Seeking a challenging management position in the real estate field that offers extensive contact with 
the public.

• Health Care Professional experienced in management, program development and policy making in 
the United States as well as in several developing countries. A talent for analyzing problems, 
developing and simplifying procedures, and finding innovative solutions. Proven ability to motivate 
and work effectively with persons from other cultures and all walks of life. Skilled in working within a 
foreign environment with limited resources.

• Performing artist with a rich baritone voice and unusual range, specializing in classical, spiritual, 
gospel and rap music. Featured soloist for two nationally televised events. Accomplished pianist. 
Extensive performance experience includes television, concert tours and club acts. Available for 
commercial recording and live performances.

SKILLS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS

In this final part of the assertions section of your resume, you do exactly what you did in the previous 
section, except that you go into more detail.

In the summary, you focused on your most special highlights. Now you tell the rest of the best of your story. 
Let them know what results you produced, what happened as a result of your efforts, what you are 
especially gifted or experienced at doing. Flesh out the most important highlights in your summary.   

Here are a few ways you could structure your “Skills and Accomplishments” section:

SELECTED SKILLS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS
• Raised $1900 in 21 days in canvassing and advocacy on environmental, health and consumer 

issues.
• Conducted legal research for four Assistant U.S. Attorneys, for the U.S. Attorney’s office
• Coordinated Board of Directors and Community Advisory Board of community mental health center. 

Later commended as “the best thing that ever happened to that job.”
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FUNCTIONAL RESUME FORMAT

The functional resume highlights your major skills and accomplishments. It helps the reader see clearly 
what you can do for them. It helps target the resume into a new direction by lifting up from all past jobs the 
key skills and qualifications to help prove you will be successful. The functional resume is a must for career 
changers and for those returning to the job market.

THE EVIDENCE SECTION - YOUR WORK HISTORY, EDUCATION, ETC.

Most resumes are not much more than a collection of "evidence," various facts about your past. By 
evidence, we mean all the mandatory information you must include on your resume: work history with 
descriptions, dates, education, affiliations, list of software mastered, etc. If you put this toward the top of 
your resume, anyone reading it will feel like they are reading an income tax form.

EXPERIENCE

List jobs in reverse chronological order. Don't go into detail on the jobs early in your career; focus on the 
most recent and/or relevant jobs. (Summarize a number of the earliest jobs in one line or very short 
paragraph, Put dates in italics at the end of the job; don't include months, unless the job was held less than 
a year. Include military service, internships, and major volunteer roles if desired! Because the section is 
labeled "Experience." it does not need to mean that you were paid.

EDUCATION

List education in reverse chronological order, degrees or licenses first, followed by certificates and 
advanced training. Set degrees apart so they are easily seen. Put in boldface whatever will be most 
impressive. Don't include any details about college except your major and distinctions or awards you have 
won.

• Do include advanced training, but be selective with the information.
•  If you are working on an uncompleted degree, include the degree and afterwards, in parentheses, 

the expected date of completion.
• If you didn't finish college, start with a phrase describing the field studied, then the school, then the 

dates (the fact that there was no degree may be missed).

Other headings might be "Education and Training" or "Education and Licenses".

And then add your Awards, Civic and Community Recognition and Comments from Supervisors.

PERSONAL INTERESTS

Only list these if your personal interests indicate a skill or knowledge that is related to the goal, such as 
photography for someone in public relations, or carpentry and wood-working for someone in construction 
management. This section can create common ground in an interview.

REFERENCES

You may put "References available upon request" at the end of your resume, if you wish. This is a standard 
close (centered at bottom in italics), but is not necessary. You can bring a separate sheet of references to 
the interview, to be given to the employer upon request.
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A FEW GUIDELINES FOR A BETTER PRESENTATION

The resume is visually enticing, a work of art.  Simple clean structure. Very easy to read. 
Symmetrical. Balanced. Uncrowded. As much white space between sections of writing as possible; sections 
of writing that are no longer than six lines, and shorter if possible.

There are absolutely no errors.  No typographical errors. No spelling errors. No grammar, syntax, or 
punctuation errors. No errors of fact.

All  the basic,  expected information is included.  A resume must have the following key information: 
your name, address, phone number, and your email address at the top of the first page, a listing of jobs 
held, in reverse chronological order, educational degrees, in reverse chronological order. 

Jobs listed include a t it le,  the name of the f irm, the city and state of the f irm, and the years  
employed.  Jobs earlier in a career can be summarized and extra part-time jobs can be omitted. If no 
educational degrees have been completed, it is still expected to include some mention of education 
(professional study or training, partial study toward a degree, etc.) acquired after high school.

It  is targeted.  First you should get clear what your job goal is, what the ideal position would be. Then you 
should figure out what key skills, areas of expertise or body of experience the employer will be looking for in 
the candidate. Gear the resume structure and content around this target, proving these key qualifications. 

Strengths are highlighted / weaknesses de-emphasized.  Focus on whatever is strongest and most 
impressive. Make careful and strategic choices as to how to organize, order, and convey your skills and 
background. 

Use power words.  For every skill, accomplishment, or job described, use the most active impressive verb 
you can think of (which is also accurate). Begin the sentence with this verb, except when you must vary the 
sentence structure to avoid repetitious writing.

Show you are results-oriented.  Wherever possible, prove that you have the desired qualifications 
through clear strong statement of accomplishments

Writ ing is concise and to the point.  Keep sentences as short and direct as possible. 

Make it look great.  Use a laser printer or an ink jet printer that produces high-quality results. A laser is 
best because the ink won't run if it gets wet. It should look typeset. Use a standard conservative typeface 
(font) in 11 or 12 point. Use off-white, ivory or bright white 8 1/2 x 11-inch paper, in the highest quality 
affordable. Use absolutely clean paper without smudges, without staples and with a generous border. 

Shorter is usually better.   Your resume should be just long enough to keep the reader's interest, and 
create psychological excitement that leads prospective employers to pick up the phone and call you. 

Telephone number that wil l  be answered.  Be sure the phone number on the resume will, without 
exception, be answered by a person or an answering machine Monday through Friday 8-5pm.

WHAT NOT TO PUT ON A RESUME
• The word "Resume" at the top of the resume
• Fluffy rambling "objective" statements
• Salary information
• Full addresses of former employers or names of supervisors
• Reasons for leaving jobs
• References

6/6 
This content has been generously provided by The Rockport Institute 

www.rockportinstitute.com 

www.fairshake.net "Resume Guide" from the Fair Shake Reentry Packet 



Thank You Letter
Writing a thank you letter allows you the opportunity to share your reflections from interview including topics 
that were discussed and your decision to accept the job if it is offered to you.         If you do not want the job 
you can write a short thank you letter stating that you wish to withdraw your application. If you do want the 
job, restate the qualifications and social skills you possess related to the requirements of the position and 
culture of the company.  Be sure to send your thank you letter within a day of your interview. 

***  For many more examples, Search the Internet for Thank You Letter Examples ***

Sue Kastensen
PO Box 63 
Westby, WI 54667
608-634-6363
sue@gmail.com 

January 20, 2012

Alex Wikstrom
Sun Dog Manufacturing 
123 Swiggum St. 
Westby, WI 54667 

Dear Mr. Wikstrom:

Thank you for taking the time to meet with me about the Shipping Manager job opening yesterday.  I 
appreciate the opportunity to interview for this position. 

Upon reflection, I believe I am a good fit for the Shipping Manager position and also for the company.  I 
bring four years experience in shipping and receiving and I am familiar with nearly all of the tools you 
showed me.  I learn quickly and will be able to master each of the computer shipping programs easily.  My 
personality is well-suited to accommodate the variety of employees who will bring items to be shipped, and 
also the freight handlers that I will interface with.  

Thank you for listening to me describe my past and what I have learned from my incarceration.   Be 
assured that I have reflected upon, learned from, and moved beyond all types of criminal behavior.  I am 
ready and willing to be a reliable benefit to Sun Dog Manufacturing. 

I’m very interested in working with you and your team. I am a dedicated worker and can commit to 
supporting Sun Dog Manufacturing well into the future. Please feel free to contact me if you would like 
further information.  My cell phone number is 608-634-1234

Thank you again for your time and consideration. 

I’m looking forward to hearing from you. 

Sincerely,   

             Signature Here  

Sue Kastensen 
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