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Interview Tips

Before you head to your interview, ask yourself these questions:

Do you really want this job?

Are you qualified for the job?

Do you believe you can get the job?

What attitude and information must you deliver to the employer to get the job?

Are you ready for your interview?

If you decide you really want to get this job, consider these tips:

1.

Keep your answers short yet full of information, unless you are asked to clarify. Try to put yourself in
the interviewer’s shoes; asking the same questions of many applicants! Fine tune your answers to
the Sample Interview Questions and bring your authenticity and vitality to the interview.

Determine what your key strengths and assets are. Be sure to state them confidently a couple of
times throughout the interview.

Prepare for a variety of interview questions. Consider the challenges you have overcome, the
difficult interpersonal situations that you resolved with others, and several success stories.

Describe specific situations and accomplishments. Generalities fail to show the interviewer your
strengths and assets and how they can benefit the company and the position that is available.

Put yourself on their team. Show how you fit in with the existing work environment and company
culture. During the interview, align your language with the language of the team.

Observe your non-verbal communication. Are you saying what you mean to say? Practice
answering some of the Sample Interview Questions in front of a mirror to see if your eyes and your
gestures agree with your words.

Ask questions. Is this where you want to work? Find out what you need to know to accept the job.
Also, the interviewer will see that you are taking interest in the company and work environment.
That is an important quality in a team player.

Be sure to talk WITH the interviewer and not AT the interviewer. Interviews are stressful enough for
both parties. Keep it human.

Research the company. Is it a right fit for you? Can you get behind the mission of the company?
How much can you know about the work and the work environment before the interview?

10. Apply for jobs that you are skilled for and that you can appreciate...even if only as a stepping stone

to your next job. If you truly want the job, you must be able to compete successfully with your
competition. Authenticity shines through your words and your non-verbal communication.
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Sample Interview Questions

The interview is your chance to show an employer your unique qualities and it is also the time you can
ask more about the employer, the company culture and the job you are applying for. Before you
interview be sure to find out all you can about the company so you understand who they are, and also
so the interviewer knows you care.

Interviews can be stressful; the best way to manage that stress is to be prepared. If you are ready to
answer the questions below you will be prepared for most of the questions that might come up.

There are many variables that make finding a job even more complicated if you have a criminal
record. How much should you disclose and when should you disclose it? How do you explain your
criminal record and still land a job? How do you address it during an interview? We explore these
questions and more at the end of this document.

Possible Interview Questions: About the Job and the Company
«  Why did you apply for this job?
« What experience, skills and characteristics do you possess to do the job?
«  Why do you think you are the best person for this job?
«  Why should we hire you?
« What have your learned about our company?
» How do you see your role in joining this or any company?
« Describe good customer service.
» Describe handling a challenge with a co-worker
« Are you willing to travel?
« Do you have any limitations that would inhibit you from doing this job?
+ How long do you think you would like to be employed by this company?

Possible Interview Questions: About You
» Tell me about yourself.
« What are you passionate about?
«  Whatis your greatest strength? What is your greatest weakness?
« What do you do when you’re angry?
» If you know your supervisor is wrong about something, how would you handle it?
» Describe a difficult work situation and how you dealt with it.
» Describe your work style.
» How would you describe the pace at which you work?
« How do you handle stress and pressure?
« Tell me about how you worked effectively under pressure.
« What motivates you? Are you self-motivated?
« What are your salary expectations? (if it is not listed with the job posting)
« What types of decisions are difficult for you? What types are easy?
« If you could relive the last 10 years of your life, what would you do differently?
» If the people who know you were asked why you should be hired, what would they say?
« Do you prefer to work independently or with others?
« Tell me about your ideal work environment.
+ How do you evaluate success?
« What are your career goals? How do you plan to achieve these goals?
« Give an example of a goal you reached and tell me how you achieved it.
» Give an example of a goal you didn't meet and how you handled it.
« Give an example of how you set goals and achieve them.
« How do you handle a challenge?
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Possible Interview Questions: Your Work History

« Tellme about ___ company listed on your resume.

« What were your duties, responsibilities, expectations...for the position and as an employee?

« What challenges did you face? How did you handle them?

« What did you like about this job? What did you dislike about this job?

« What was your biggest accomplishment at this job? At any job?

« What were your favorite and least favorite aspects about the people you worked with, including
supervisors?

»  What attributes to you like to see in a supervisor?

»  What do you expect from a supervisor?

« Tell me a little about your favorite and least favorite supervisor.

«  Why did you leave this job? (why did you quit or why were you fired?)

« Have you been in a position when you did not have enough work to do? What did you do with
your time?

+ Have you made a mistake? How did you handle it?

» Have you ever dealt with company policy you weren't in agreement with? How?

« Have you gone above and beyond the call of duty? If so, how?

»  When you worked on multiple projects how did you prioritize?

+ How did you handle meeting a tight deadline?

+ What do you do when your schedule is interrupted? Give an example of how you handle it.

« Tell me about a difficult situation with a co-worker? How did you handle it?

« Tell me about your experience working with a team.

« Have you motivated employees or co-workers? Tell me about it.

« Give me an example of when you did and when you didn't listen.

« Have you handled a difficult situation with a co-worker? How?

« Have you handled a difficult situation with a supervisor? How?

« Have you handled a difficult situation with another department? How?

« Have you handled a difficult situation with a client or vendor? How?

Possible Interview Questions: Incarceration
« Why were you incarcerated?
« What did you learn from that experience?
« Do you have challenges or limitations that could affect your work schedule?
« What have you been doing to prepare for employment since you came home?
»  Were you employed or in school when you were incarcerated? If so, tell me about your work.
Tell me about your education.

lllegal questions:
* What s your age?
¢ How many children do you have? Are you pregnant?
¢ How much do you weigh? How tall are you?
* Do you live with anyone? Who?
¢ Are you married or in a relationship?
Legal alternatives:
e Are you over 18 years old?
¢ Can you lift 60 pounds?
» Is there anything that might interfere with your work schedule?
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Related to Your Criminal Record

An employer may not ask questions about a previous arrest or conviction. They may ask if you have
been convicted of specific crimes if they are relevant to the position being applied for. An employer
may not refuse employment to someone just because they have a criminal record.

Lisa Pollan, site coordinator at LIFT-DC, says they encourage formerly incarcerated clients to collect
"evidence of rehabilitation." This evidence should prove to employers that the client has changed
since their offense and is now a responsible member of society. Evidence of rehabilitation can include:

» letters of recommendation from employers or advocates

« proof of training program completion/certificates (including during incarceration)

« participation in a mentoring or support group

For Job Applications, LIFT-DC counsels clients to do the following:
* Only answer what is asked: If a question asks if you have been convicted of a felony, you

can say no if you only have misdemeanors. If a question asks if you have been convicted of a
felony in the last seven years, and you were convicted 10 years ago, answer no.

* Answer truthfully: A company may hire ex-offenders but have a policy of terminating anyone
who lies on an application.

* Demonstrate change: If you answer a question about your record by writing, "Yes, but | got
my GED while | was incarcerated," you show that you are educated, focused and want to make
positive changes in your life. You can also attach a written explanation of your situation, and
proof of your rehabilitation.

Check out LIFT-DC for more tips on interviewing! http://www.liftcommunities.org/

From the National Reentry Resource Center:
http://www.nationalreentryresourcecenter.org/fags/employment-and-education#Q8

How should job-seekers respond to questions regarding past convictions?

» Acknowledge the previous mistakes in a concise and businesslike way
¢ mention any relevant skills or interests developed while in prison or prior to entering prison
e reinforce a commitment and an interest in the new job, by stating, for example, "I'm more ma-

ture now and my top priority is to work at [company] to use my abilities, focus on the work, and
make a fresh start."

Applicants should be familiar with their criminal history to answer accurately specific questions on job
applications and in interviews.

Race/Religion

An employer may not ask you about your religion but it may come up if they ask you what days/times
you are available. An employer may not judge you for being a part of any race or religion but may
decide not to hire you if you are unavailable for any crucial time for the position you are applying.

www.fairshake.net "Sample Interview Questions" from the Fair Shake Reentry Packet
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Interview Questions for You to Ask

In an interview both you and the employer are finding out about each other. Asking these
questions will show general interest in the business, and the team you are applying to work
with. These questions show you care about the position and how you might fit. Asking
questions will also help you understand if you think the environment is suitable for you.

Please tell me important information | should consider about working with this company:

» On average, how long do people keep the position for which | am applying?

* What strengths and skills do you think | should have to best fill this position?

* What employee qualities are encouraged here?

» Is this a friendly environment or are people pretty serious?

* Would you tell me about the challenges | might find working here?

* Which companies, products or services are our competitors?

* Is there an opportunity for promotion from this position?

* How often will | be evaluated?

* What are the businesses strengths? What aspects need improvement?

e What will be expected of me in the first 3 months? 6 months? Year?

» Are we encouraged to participate in things outside of work, like a softball league?

* In what ways does the company recognize and honor work that has been done?

* Will | have an employment agreement?

«  Will | work with alone or with a group?

*  Who will | report to? What kind of person are they?

» Are we anticipating any major changes in the workplace?

* How many applicants do you have for this position?

« What training do you provide?

» Does the company provide or support higher education or advanced training for
employees?

* |s there anything else | can provide you to help you make a decision?

* How soon can | expect to hear from you?

Not all of these questions would apply to any one position. These questions are just

examples to either pick from or open your mind to asking questions that will help you make
sure the job is acceptable for you!

www.fairshake.net "Interview Questions for You to Ask" from the Fair Shake Reentry Packet
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Resume Guide

A good resume will open the door for an interview. But do you need a resume? Some employers prefer a
resume and others require an application form. That depends on the kind of job you’re applying for.

RESUME REQUIRED

* Professional, technical, administrative and managerial jobs.
* Sales positions.

* Secretarial, clerical, and other office jobs.

RESUME SOMETIMES REQUIRED
Professional positions: Baker, Hotel Clerk, Electrician, Drafter, Welder

RESUME NOT REQUIRED
Unskilled, quick turnover jobs: Fast Food Server, Laborers, Machine Loader, Cannery Worker

The Rockport Institute has generously donated the resume guide below. It is a shortened version of
their full resume guide How to Write a Masterpiece of a Resume which can be found here:

http://www.rockportinstitute.com/resumes

WRITE A RESUME THAT GENERATES RESULTS

Before you begin, ask yourself: Why do you have a resume in the first place? What is it supposed to do for
you? How can you differentiate yourself from hundreds of other applicants with qualified resumes? The
prospective employer has the overwhelming task of looking over many resumes to find the special person
that is right for the position and a great fit for the culture of the company. You are facing a great deal of
competition.

The resume is a tool with one specific purpose: to win an interview. If it doesn't, it isn't an effective resume.
A resume is an advertisement; nothing more, nothing less. A great resume doesn't just tell them what you
have done but makes the same assertion that all good ads do: If you buy this product, you will get these

specific, direct benefits. It presents you in the best light. It convinces the employer that you have what it
takes to be successful in this new position or career.

Other reasons to have a resume:

« To pass the employer's screening process (requisite educational level, number years' experience,
etc.), to give basic facts which might favorably influence the employer

« To establish yourself as a professional person with high standards and excellent writing skills, based
on the fact that your resume is so well done (clear, well-organized, well-written, well-designed, of the
highest professional grades of printing and paper).

« To use as a covering piece or addendum to another form of job application

« To put in an employer's personnel files. (which they may check out later for other openings)

« To help you clarify your direction, qualifications, and strengths, boost your confidence, or to start the
process of committing to a job or career change.
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It is a mistake to think of your resume as your work history, a personal statement or some sort of self

expression. Sure, most of the content of any resume is focused on your job history. But write from the
intention to create interest, to persuade the employer to call you. If you write with that goal, your final

product will be very different than if you write it just to catalog your job history.

Most resumes are quickly scanned, rather than read. Ten to twenty seconds is all the time you have to
persuade a prospective employer to read further and the decision to interview a candidate is usually based
on an overall first impression of the resume, a quick screening that so impresses the reader and convinces
them of the candidate's qualifications that an interview results. The top half of the first page of your resume
will either make you or break you. You hope it will have the same result as a well-written ad: to get the
reader to respond. You are selling a product in which you have a large personal investment: you.

The person who is doing the hiring often cares deeply how well the job will be done. You need to write your

resume to appeal directly to them. Ask yourself: What does the employer really want? What special abilities
would this person have? What would set a truly exceptional candidate apart from a merely good one? How

can | demonstrate that | am the perfect candidate? Put yourself in their shoes.

Loosen up your thinking enough so that you will be able to see some new connections between what you
have done and what the employer is looking for. You need not confine yourself to work-related
accomplishments! Use your entire life as evidence of your character, skills and talents. If Sunday school or
your former gang are the only places you have had a chance to demonstrate your special gifts for
leadership, fine. What are the talents you have to offer the prospective employer? A great resume has two
sections. In the first, you make assertions about your abilities, qualities and achievements. You write
powerful, but honest, advertising copy that makes the reader immediately perk up and realize that you are
someone special.

The second section, the evidence section, is where you back up your assertions with evidence that you
actually did what you said you did. This is where you list and describe the jobs you have held, your
education, etc. This is all the stuff you are obliged to include.

Most resumes are just the evidence section, with no assertions. The ‘juice’ is in the assertions section.
When a prospective employer finishes reading your resume, you want them to reach for the phone to invite
you in to interview. The resumes you have written in the past have probably been a gallant effort to inform
the reader. You don't want them informed. You want them interested and excited.

THE OBJECTIVE SECTION

Ideally, your resume should be pointed toward conveying why you are the perfect candidate for one specific
job or job title. Good advertising is directed toward a very specific target audience.

Targeting your resume requires that you be absolutely clear about your career direction—or at least that
you appear to be clear. You would be wise to use this time of change to design your future career so you
have a clear target that will meet your goals and be personally fulfilling. With a nonexistent, vague or overly
broad objective, the first statement you make to a prospective employer says you are not sure this is the job
for you.

Imagine the position of a software manufacturer looking at a sea of resumes. They all look so much alike
until they come across a resume in the pile that starts with the following: “OBJECTIVE - a software sales
position in an organization seeking an extraordinary record of generating new accounts, exceeding sales
targets and enthusiastic customer relations”. They are immediately interested! This first sentence conveys
some very important and powerful messages: “I want exactly the job you are offering. | am a superior
candidate because | recognize the qualities that are most important to you, and | have them. | want to make
a contribution to your company.” This works well because the employer is smart enough to know that

www.fairshake.net "Resume Guide" from the Fair Shake Reentry Packet



N Fairshake

REENTRY RESOURCE CENTER 3/6
This content has been generously provided by The Rockport Institute
www.rockportinstitute.com

someone who wants to do exactly what they are offering will be much more likely to succeed than someone
who doesn’t. And that person will probably be a lot more pleasant to work with as well.

Secondly, this candidate has done a good job of establishing why they are the perfect candidate in their first
sentence. They have thought about what qualities would make a candidate stand out. They have started
communicating that they are that person immediately. What's more, they are communicating from the point
of view of making a contribution to the employer.

Here’s how to write your objective. First of all, decide on a specific job title for your objective. Go back to
your list of answers to the question “How can | demonstrate that | am the perfect candidate?” What are the
two or three qualities, abilities or achievements that would make a candidate stand out as truly exceptional
for that specific job? Having an objective statement that really sizzles is highly effective. And it’'s simple to
do. One format is:

OBJECTIVE: An xxx position in an organization where yyy and zzz would be needed (or, in an organization
seeking yyy and zzz).

Xxx is the name of the position you are applying for. Yyy and zzz are the most compelling qualities, abilities
or achievements that will really make you stand out above the crowd of applicants.

If you are applying for several different positions, you should adapt your resume to each one. Have an
objective that is perfectly matched with the job you are applying for. Remember, you are writing advertising
copy, not your life story.

If you have a limited work history, you want the employer to immediately focus on where you are going,
rather than where you have been.

Examples of an Objective section:

OBJECTIVE: An entry-level position in the hospitality industry where a background in advertising and public
relations would be needed.

OBJECTIVE: A position teaching English as a second language where a special ability to motivate and
communicate effectively with students would be needed.

THE SUMMARY OF QUALIFICATIONS

The “Summary of Qualifications” consists of several concise statements that focus the reader’s attention on
the most important qualities, achievements and abilities you have to offer. Those qualities should be the
most compelling demonstrations of why they should hire you instead of the other candidates.

This may be the only section fully read by the employer, so it should be very strong and convincing. Include
professional characteristics (extremely energetic, a gift for solving complex problems in a fast-paced
environment, exceptional interpersonal skills, committed to excellence, etc.) helpful in winning the interview.

How should you write to write a Summary of Qualifications? Look for the qualities the employer will care

about most. Then look at what you wrote about why you are the perfect person to fill their need. Pick your
qualities that best demonstrate why they should hire you. Assemble it into your Summary section.
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The most common ingredients of a well-written Summary are as follows. Do not use all these ingredients in
one Summary - use the ones that highlight you best.

» A short phrase describing your profession
» Followed by a statement of broad or specialized expertise
» Followed by two or three additional statements related to any of the following:
o breadth or depth of skills
unique mix of skills
range of environments in which you have experience
a special or well-documented accomplishment
a history of awards, promotions, or superior performance commendations
« One or more professional or appropriate personal characteristics
» A sentence describing professional objective or interest.

(0]
0
(0]
(0]

Notice that the examples below show how to include your objective in the Summary section. If you are
making a career change, your Summary section should show how what you have done in the past prepares
you to do what you seek to do in the future.

A few examples of Summary sections:

« Highly motivated, creative and versatile real estate executive with seven years of experience in
development and construction. Especially skilled at building effective, productive working
relationships with clients and staff. Excellent management, negotiation and public relations skills.
Seeking a challenging management position in the real estate field that offers extensive contact with
the public.

» Health Care Professional experienced in management, program development and policy making in
the United States as well as in several developing countries. A talent for analyzing problems,
developing and simplifying procedures, and finding innovative solutions. Proven ability to motivate
and work effectively with persons from other cultures and all walks of life. Skilled in working within a
foreign environment with limited resources.

» Performing artist with a rich baritone voice and unusual range, specializing in classical, spiritual,
gospel and rap music. Featured soloist for two nationally televised events. Accomplished pianist.
Extensive performance experience includes television, concert tours and club acts. Available for
commercial recording and live performances.

SKILLS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS

In this final part of the assertions section of your resume, you do exactly what you did in the previous
section, except that you go into more detail.

In the summary, you focused on your most special highlights. Now you tell the rest of the best of your story.
Let them know what results you produced, what happened as a result of your efforts, what you are
especially gifted or experienced at doing. Flesh out the most important highlights in your summary.

Here are a few ways you could structure your “Skills and Accomplishments” section:

SELECTED SKILLS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS
+ Raised $1900 in 21 days in canvassing and advocacy on environmental, health and consumer
issues.
« Conducted legal research for four Assistant U.S. Attorneys, for the U.S. Attorney’s office
« Coordinated Board of Directors and Community Advisory Board of community mental health center.
Later commended as “the best thing that ever happened to that job.”
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FUNCTIONAL RESUME FORMAT

The functional resume highlights your major skills and accomplishments. It helps the reader see clearly
what you can do for them. It helps target the resume into a new direction by lifting up from all past jobs the
key skills and qualifications to help prove you will be successful. The functional resume is a must for career
changers and for those returning to the job market.

THE EVIDENCE SECTION - YOUR WORK HISTORY, EDUCATION, ETC.

Most resumes are not much more than a collection of "evidence," various facts about your past. By
evidence, we mean all the mandatory information you must include on your resume: work history with
descriptions, dates, education, affiliations, list of software mastered, etc. If you put this toward the top of
your resume, anyone reading it will feel like they are reading an income tax form.

EXPERIENCE

List jobs in reverse chronological order. Don't go into detail on the jobs early in your career; focus on the
most recent and/or relevant jobs. (Summarize a number of the earliest jobs in one line or very short
paragraph, Put dates in italics at the end of the job; don't include months, unless the job was held less than
a year. Include military service, internships, and major volunteer roles if desired! Because the section is
labeled "Experience." it does not need to mean that you were paid.

EDUCATION

List education in reverse chronological order, degrees or licenses first, followed by certificates and
advanced training. Set degrees apart so they are easily seen. Put in boldface whatever will be most
impressive. Don't include any details about college except your major and distinctions or awards you have
won.
« Do include advanced training, but be selective with the information.
« If you are working on an uncompleted degree, include the degree and afterwards, in parentheses,
the expected date of completion.
» If you didn't finish college, start with a phrase describing the field studied, then the school, then the
dates (the fact that there was no degree may be missed).

Other headings might be "Education and Training" or "Education and Licenses".

And then add your Awards, Civic and Community Recognition and Comments from Supervisors.

PERSONAL INTERESTS

Only list these if your personal interests indicate a skill or knowledge that is related to the goal, such as
photography for someone in public relations, or carpentry and wood-working for someone in construction
management. This section can create common ground in an interview.

REFERENCES

You may put "References available upon request" at the end of your resume, if you wish. This is a standard
close (centered at bottom in italics), but is not necessary. You can bring a separate sheet of references to
the interview, to be given to the employer upon request.
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A FEW GUIDELINES FOR A BETTER PRESENTATION

The resume is visually enticing, a work of art. Simple clean structure. Very easy to read.
Symmetrical. Balanced. Uncrowded. As much white space between sections of writing as possible; sections
of writing that are no longer than six lines, and shorter if possible.

There are absolutely no errors. No typographical errors. No spelling errors. No grammar, syntax, or
punctuation errors. No errors of fact.

All the basic, expected information is included. A resume must have the following key information:
your name, address, phone number, and your email address at the top of the first page, a listing of jobs
held, in reverse chronological order, educational degrees, in reverse chronological order.

Jobs listed include a title, the name of the firm, the city and state of the firm, and the years
employed. Jobs earlier in a career can be summarized and extra part-time jobs can be omitted. If no
educational degrees have been completed, it is still expected to include some mention of education
(professional study or training, partial study toward a degree, etc.) acquired after high school.

It is targeted. First you should get clear what your job goal is, what the ideal position would be. Then you
should figure out what key skills, areas of expertise or body of experience the employer will be looking for in
the candidate. Gear the resume structure and content around this target, proving these key qualifications.

Strengths are highlighted / weaknesses de-emphasized. Focus on whatever is strongest and most
impressive. Make careful and strategic choices as to how to organize, order, and convey your skills and
background.

Use power words. For every skill, accomplishment, or job described, use the most active impressive verb
you can think of (which is also accurate). Begin the sentence with this verb, except when you must vary the
sentence structure to avoid repetitious writing.

Show you are results-oriented. Wherever possible, prove that you have the desired qualifications
through clear strong statement of accomplishments

Writing is concise and to the point. Keep sentences as short and direct as possible.

Make it look great. Use a laser printer or an ink jet printer that produces high-quality results. A laser is
best because the ink won't run if it gets wet. It should look typeset. Use a standard conservative typeface
(font) in 11 or 12 point. Use off-white, ivory or bright white 8 1/2 x 11-inch paper, in the highest quality
affordable. Use absolutely clean paper without smudges, without staples and with a generous border.

Shorter is usually better. Your resume should be just long enough to keep the reader's interest, and
create psychological excitement that leads prospective employers to pick up the phone and call you.

Telephone number that will be answered. Be sure the phone number on the resume will, without
exception, be answered by a person or an answering machine Monday through Friday 8-5pm.

WHAT NOT TO PUT ON A RESUME
« The word "Resume" at the top of the resume
» Fluffy rambling "objective" statements
« Salary information
« Full addresses of former employers or names of supervisors
+ Reasons for leaving jobs
» References
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Favorite Verbs For Your Resume

Originally "Our Favorite Resume Verbs" by Wendy Enelow

Accelerate
Accentuate
Accomplish

Accommodate

Achieve
Acquire
Adapt
Address
Advance
Advise
Advocate
Align
Alter
Analyze
Anchor
Apply
Appoint
Appreciate
Architect
Arrange
Articulate
Ascertain
Assemble
Assess
Assist
Augment
Author
Authorize
Balance
Believe
Brainstorm
Brief
Budget
Build
Calculate
Capitalize
Capture
Catalog
Centralize
Champion
Change
Chart
Clarify
Classify
Close
Coach

www.fairshake.net

Collaborate
Collect
Command

Commercialize
Communicate

Compare
Compel
Compile
Complete
Compute
Conceive

Conceptualize

Conclude
Conduct
Conserve
Consolidate
Construct
Consult
Continue
Contract
Control
Convert
Convey
Coordinate
Correct
Counsel
Craft
Create
Critique
Crystallize
Curtail
Cut
Decipher
Decrease
Define
Delegate
Deliver
Demonstrate
Deploy
Derive
Design
Detail
Detect
Determine
Develop
Devise

Differentiate
Diminish
Direct
Discern
Discover
Dispense
Display
Distinguish
Distribute
Diversify
Divert
Document
Dominate
Double
Draft
Drive

Earn

Edit
Educate
Effect
Elect
Elevate
Eliminate
Emphasize
Empower
Enact
Encourage
Endeavor
Endorse
Endure
Energize
Enforce
Engineer
Enhance
Enlist
Enliven
Ensure
Equalize
Eradicate
Establish
Estimate
Evaluate
Examine
Exceed
Execute
Exhibit

"Favorite Verbs For Your Resume" from the Fair Shake Reentry Packet

Expand
Expedite
Experiment
Explode
Explore
Export
Facilitate
Finalize
Finance
Forge
Form
Formalize
Formulate
Foster
Found
Gain
Generate
Govern
Graduate
Guide
Halt
Handle
Head
Hire
Honor
Hypothesize
Identify
lllustrate
Imagine
Implement
Import
Improve
Improvise
Increase
Influence
Inform
Initiate
Innovate
Inspect
Inspire
Install
Instruct
Integrate
Intensify
Interpret
Interview

Favorite Verbs For Your Resume
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Favorite Verbs For Your Resume

Originally "Our Favorite Resume Verbs" by Wendy Enelow

Introduce
Invent
Inventory
Investigate
Judge
Justify
Launch
Lead
Lecture
Leverage
License
Listen
Locate
Lower
Maintain
Manage
Manipulate
Manufacture
Map
Market
Master
Mastermind
Maximize
Measure
Mediate
Mentor
Merge
Minimize
Model
Moderate
Modify
Monitor
Motivate
Navigate
Negotiate
Network
Nominate
Normalize
Obfuscate
Obliterate
Observe
Obtain
Offer
Operate
Optimize
Orchestrate
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Organize
Orient
Originate
Outsource
Overcome
Overhaul
Oversee
Participate
Partner
Perceive
Perfect
Perform
Persuade
Pilot
Pinpoint
Pioneer
Plan
Position
Predict
Prepare
Prescribe
Present
Preside
Process
Procure
Produce
Program
Progress
Project
Promote
Propel
Propose
Prospect
Prove
Provide
Publicize
Purchase
Purify
Qualify
Quantify
Question
Raise
Rate
Ratify
Realign
Rebuild

"Favorite Verbs For Your Resume" from the Fair Shake Reentry Packet

Recapture
Receive
Recognize
Recommend
Reconcile
Record
Recruit
Recycle
Redesign
Reduce
Regain
Regulate
Rehabilitate
Reinforce
Rejuvenate
Remedy
Render
Renegotiate
Renew
Renovate
Reorganize
Report
Represent
Research
Resolve
Respond
Restore
Restructure
Retain
Retrieve
Reuse
Review
Revise
Revitalize
Satisfy
Schedule
Secure
Select
Separate
Serve
Service
Shepherd
Simplify
Slash

Sold
Solidify

Solve
Spark
Speak
Spearhead
Specify
Standardize
Steer
Stimulate
Strategize
Streamline
Strengthen
Structure
Study
Substantiate
Succeed
Suggest
Summarize
Supervise
Supplement
Supply
Support
Surpass
Synthesize
Target
Teach
Terminate
Test
Thwart
Train
Transcribe
Transfer
Transform
Transition
Translate
Trim
Troubleshoot
Unify

Unite
Update
Upgrade
Utilize
Verbalize
Verify

Win

Work

Write

Favorite Verbs For Your Resume
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Accomplishments and Skills Worksheet

Use this worksheet as a spring board to organize your work history and personal interests for your
resume. Include all successes in your life! You have valuable talent, skills and traits to share.
Remember: there are no wrong answers.

Examples--
» Shipped an average of 40 packages per day for 4 years with fewer than 3% damage in
shipping.

* Volunteered at the Humane Society every Tuesday evening for 2.5 years. Walked, bathed
and groomed dogs.

« Organized a fund-raising event for Fair Shake, generating over $8300. Organized silent
auction donations, secured entertainment and food and assembled volunteers.

¢ Managed a household of four on $900 per month.

* Restored a 1961 Volkswagen Beetle to original condition.

» Successfully planted, nurtured and harvested an annual garden (8 years running!) and
canned, froze or dried the harvest to provide nearly half of our family’s dietary requirements.

Occupational Titles
Job titles to start your brainstorming when considering job goals.

Accountant Graphic Designer Manufacturer
Assembler Grounds Keeper Operations Manager
Carpenter Inspector Painter
Cashier Lab Technician Programmer
Chef / Cook Librarian Salesperson
Clerk Machine Operator Secretary
Data Entry Mail Carrier Snow-maker
Director Maintenance Teacher
Editor Massage Therapist Tree Trimmer
Engineer Manager Veterinarian
Firefighter Mason Welder

Job Skills

The following is a short list of job skills. (There are literally thousands of job-specific skills.) You will
have to research the job skills specific to your occupation

Accounting Drill Press Operation Payroll / Accounting
Advertising Driving Planning
Auditing Editing Public Speaking
Brake Alignments Electronic Repair Researching
Building Maintenance Filing Sign Language
Carpet Laying Hammering Scheduling
Cleaning Interviewing Soldering
Cooking Keyboarding Technical Writing
Correspondence Management Telemarketing
Counseling Marketing Typing
Customer Service Mechanical Drafting Welding
Detailing Metal Fabrication Writing

www.fairshake.net "Accomplishments and Skills Worksheet" from the Fair Shake Reentry Packet
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Self-Management Skills

Follow instructions Get things done Punctual
Get along well Honest Responsible
Personality traits
Articulate Enthusiastic Sensitive
Assertive Emotionally strong Sincere
Assume responsibility Flexible Sociable
Communicative Friendly Tactful
Competitive Highly motivated Tolerant
Creative Integrity Tough
Decisive Quick thinker Trusting
Dependable Self-motivated Understanding
Detail-oriented Sense of direction Willing to learn
Diplomatic Sense of humor
Physical skills
Agile Flexible Precise
Assembling Grinding Set standards
Balancing, juggling Hammering Strong
Crafts Keyboarding, Typing Thorough
Counting Manual dexterity Restoring
Drawing, painting Mechanical Sandblasting
Driving (CDL?) Modeling, remodeling Sewing
Endurance Observing, inspecting Sorting
Finishing, refinishing Operating machines Weaving
People Skills
Caring Empathy Mentoring
Comforting Encouraging Motivating
Communicating Group Facilitating Negotiating
Conflict Management Helping Others Outgoing
Conflict Resolution Inspiring Trust Problem Solving
Counseling Inquiry Respect
Consulting Instructing Responsive
Developing Rapport Interviewing Sensitive
Diplomacy Listening Sympathy
Diversity Mediating Tolerance
Data Sorting Skills
Analyzing Cost Analysis Following instructions
Auditing Counting Investigating
Averaging Detail-oriented Inventory
Budgeting Evaluating Interrelate
Calculating, Computing Examining Logical
Checking for accuracy Financial or fiscal Organizing
Classifying Analysis Recording facts
Comparing Financial management Research
Compiling Financial records Surveying

www.fairshake.net
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Leadership Skills
Brainstorm
Competitive
Coordinating
Decisive
Delegate
Direct others
Evaluate
Goal setter
Influential
Initiate new tasks

Artistic Skills
Artistic ideas
Dance, Aerobic
Designing
Drawing, Painting
Handicrafts

lllustrating, Sketching

Integrity

Judgment

Manage, Direct Others
Mediate Problems
Motivate People
Multitasking

Negotiate Agreements
Organization

Planning
Results-Oriented

Imaginative
Inventive
Mechanical drawing
Model-making
Perform
Photography

Descriptive Words to Use in Your Resume

Able

Accurate
Active
Adaptable
Adept
Administrative
Advantageous
Aggressive
Alert
Ambitious
Analytical
Articulate
Assertive
Astute
Attentive
Authoritative
Bilingual
Broad minded
Calm

Candid
Capable
Cheerful
Committed
Competent
Comprehensive
Confident
Conscientious

www.fairshake.net "Accomplishments and Skills Worksheet" from the Fair Shake Reentry Packet

Considerate
Consistent
Constructive
Continuous
Contributions
Cooperative
Creative
Curious
Decisive
Dedicated
Deliberate
Dependable
Detailed
Detail-oriented
Determined
Diligent
Diplomatic
Disciplined
Discreet
Diversified
Driven
Dynamic
Eager
Easily
Easygoing
Economical
Effective

Accomplishments and Skills Worksheet
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Risk Taker

Run Meetings
Self-Confident
Self-Directed
Self-Motivated
Sets an Example
Solve Problems
Strategic Planning
Supervision

Work Schedules

Play an instrument
Rendering

Singing

Visualize shapes
Visualizing
Writer / Editor

Efficient
Effortlessly
Empathetic
Energetic
Enterprising
Enthusiastic
Excellent
Exceptional
Experienced
Expert
Expertly
Extensive
Fair
Farsighted
Fast learner
Flexible
Forceful
Friendly
Generalist
Hard-working
Honest
Imaginative
Increasingly
Independent
In-depth
Initiative
Innovative
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Descriptive Words (Continued)

www.fairshake.net

Insightful Precise Significantly
Instrumental Problem-solver Sincere
Inventive Productive Skilled
Knowledgeable Professional Skillful
Leadership Proficient Solid

Logical Profitable Sound

Loyal Progressive Specialized
Major Proven Specialist
Mature Punctual Stable
Meaningful Qualified Strategically
Methodical Quality conscious Strong
Meticulous Quick learner Substantial
Motivated Realistic Successful
Multilingual Recent Superior
Objective Reliable Systematic
Open-minded Repeatedly Tactful
Optimistic Resilient Talented
Orderly Resourceful Team player
Organized Respectful Technical
Outstanding Responsible Thorough
Patient Responsive Timely
Perceptive Risk-taker Uniform
Persistent Routinely Universal
Personable Satisfactorily Up-to-date
Personally Scope Valuable
Persuasive Self-confident Varied
Pertinent Self-controlled Versatile
Pleasant Self-reliant Vigorous
Positive Self-starter Well-educated
Practical Sharp Well-rounded

"Accomplishments and Skills Worksheet" from the Fair Shake Reentry Packet
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Cover Letter

Many employers today want to read a letter of introduction, or cover letter, when they review a resume. A
cover letter should tell the employer which position you are interested in, why you think you are qualified for
the position. Some information in your cover letter may also be on your resume; overlapping information
emphasizes skills and characteristics. Read your cover letter carefully, check for spelling, grammar, and
punctuation errors, then have another person proofread it one more time before you print it or press ‘send’.

January 5, 2012

Alex Wikstrom

Sun Dog Manufacturing
123 Swiggum St.
Westby, WI 54667

Dear Mr. Wikstrom:

| am interested in the Shipping Manager position advertised in the Westby Times this week. | believe |
would be a great fit for this position and welcome the opportunity to talk with you to find out more about
the job and your company.

Your Requirements:
» Computer literate; able to learn software programs
» Compare multiple shipping criteria
e Self-motivated
* Friendly; work well with others

My Qualifications:
» | am experienced in shipping with USPS, Fed Ex and UPS and their software programs.
» lunderstand that each shipper offers different services. | can learn what | need to know for the
safe delivery of products to the customer and the most cost-efficient route for the company.
* | enjoy my work and take pride in a job well done. | find this very motivating.
* |l encourage you to follow up on my references as | am sure you will see that | am a ‘team player’
and understand how to recognize company culture and enhance the work environment.

| enjoy playing an important role in enhancing a customers’ experience. | also enjoy balancing the
technical skills, physical skills and social skills that are required to do a great job in this position. | take
pride and ownership in my work and consider the perspective of the customer when packing an order.

My resume is attached for your review. I'm interested in talking with you and learning more about the
position and Sun Dog. | read the mission statement and feel | really can get behind it.

Thank you for your time and consideration. I’'m looking forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,
Signature Here
Sue Kastensen

For more examples, check out Best Resume’s & Letters for Ex-Offenders by Wendy Enelow and
Ronald Krannich, or simply search for ‘cover letter examples’ in your favorite search engine.

www.fairshake.net "Cover Letter" from the Fair Shake Reentry Packet
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Thank You Letter

Writing a thank you letter allows you the opportunity to share your reflections from interview including topics
that were discussed and your decision to accept the job if it is offered to you. If you do not want the job
you can write a short thank you letter stating that you wish to withdraw your application. If you do want the
job, restate the qualifications and social skills you possess related to the requirements of the position and
culture of the company. Be sure to send your thank you letter within a day of your interview.

Sue Kastensen
PO Box 63
Westby, WI 54667
608-634-6363
sue@gmail.com

January 20, 2012

Alex Wikstrom

Sun Dog Manufacturing
123 Swiggum St.
Westby, WI 54667

Dear Mr. Wikstrom:

Thank you for taking the time to meet with me about the Shipping Manager job opening yesterday. |
appreciate the opportunity to interview for this position.

Upon reflection, | believe | am a good fit for the Shipping Manager position and also for the company. |
bring four years experience in shipping and receiving and | am familiar with nearly all of the tools you
showed me. | learn quickly and will be able to master each of the computer shipping programs easily. My
personality is well-suited to accommodate the variety of employees who will bring items to be shipped, and
also the freight handlers that | will interface with.

Thank you for listening to me describe my past and what | have learned from my incarceration. Be
assured that | have reflected upon, learned from, and moved beyond all types of criminal behavior. | am
ready and willing to be a reliable benefit to Sun Dog Manufacturing.

I’'m very interested in working with you and your team. | am a dedicated worker and can commit to
supporting Sun Dog Manufacturing well into the future. Please feel free to contact me if you would like
further information. My cell phone number is 608-634-1234

Thank you again for your time and consideration.

I’'m looking forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Signature Here
Sue Kastensen

*** For many more examples, Search the Internet for Thank You Letter Examples ***

www.fairshake.net "Thank You Letter" from the Fair Shake Reentry Packet
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