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HOUSING

Like the Fair Shake Find A Job page, the Housing Search page lists search engines to find
housing near you. In addition to the websites listed below, there is a lot more information in
the Resource Directory and in Reentry Guides section below the Search Box.

Aunt Bertha

. Aunt Bertha is a social care network that connects people and programs —
making it easy for people to find social services in their communities. To do
this, we’ve verified and added hundreds of thousands of programs covering
every county in the US.

2-1-1

A phone number and a website! Not sure
where to turn? We are here for you.

211 receives more requests for help
with finding housing or shelter or

Get Connected. Get Help.™ paying utilities bills (over 4.4 million
each year) than for any other issue.

Homeless Shelters and Service Organizations:
National list of homeless shelters and other services homelessshelterdirectory.org/

Find the Housing Authority Near You! A nearly-complete list. Some others are

located on the Fair Shake website under State and Local Reentry Guides.
https://www.hud.gov/program offices/public indian housing/phal/contacts

Section 8: Frequently Asked Questions

What is Section 8 Housing?

The actual name of the program commonly known as “Section 8" is the
Housing Choice Voucher Program, a federally funded program that
subsidizes rent for eligible participants. It is designed to assist very low-
income families or individuals. A housing subsidy is paid directly to the
landlord on behalf of a participating family/individual.

How do | apply for Section 8 housing?
Contact your local Public Housing Authority.

For further assistance, contact the Housing and Urban Development office nearest you.

Does my criminal record ban me from public housing? sf
There are only 2 convictions for which a PHA must prohibit admission: 4 &
o If any member of the household is subject to a lifetime registration requirement under a ction 8
State sex offender registration program; and, if,,J."gi,,,,,,
e |f any household member has ever been convicted of drug-related criminal activity for
manufacturing or production of methamphetamine on the premises of federally assisted housing.


https://www.fairshake.net/employment/
https://www.fairshake.net/reentry-resources/search-for-a-resource/
https://www.auntbertha.com/
https://www.211.org/
http://www.homelessshelterdirectory.org/
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/public_indian_housing/pha/contacts
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/public_indian_housing/pha/contacts
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/public_indian_housing/pha/contacts
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/public_indian_housing/pha/contacts
https://www.211.org/
https://www.auntbertha.com/

Your Name
Milwaukee, WI
Your email “ EXAMPLE of a
111-222-3333 »

Letter of Explanation

Re: Letter of Explanation

Insert Date Here.

Dear Sir or Madam,

The things | value most are honesty, integrity and directness. Therefore, in anticipation of the criminal
background check, you will find that in October of 2006 | was convicted of the offense of Armed
Robbery - Use of Force. | served 24 months in prison for my crime. Upon release in 2008, |
unfortunately, returned to the same negative influences and the same circle of negative associations
and as a result, | re-offended in 2009. The charge was again, Armed Robbery this time as a Party to
a Crime. | know that what | did was wrong. It was a result of poor decision making on my part and it
hurt a lot of people. I've learned a great lesson and won't repeat those past mistakes.

While incarcerated, | completed my HSED through the Warren Young School. In addition, after a

period of careful self-examination, | began working on ME. | successfully completed coursework in
Walking the Line - the Vow to Succeed Program, Cognitive Intervention Phases | and I, and
Re-Entry bridge to Success programs. | then continued my education, gaining certifications in

Telecommunications Technologies as a Network Cabling Specialist in Copper Based Systems.

Since my release | have done some full time work as laborer in a tannery and volunteered my time at

~ my 11 year old son's school. However, | am looking forward to getting back to work full-time in the
field of Telecommunications as an installer so | may further demonstrate the changes in my life and
be a responsible member of society.

| can understand why you may be hesitant to hire someone with my background. However, | am
eligible for The Fidelity Bonding Program which can insure you for up to $25,000 against any act
of dishonesty on my part. Additionally, when you hire me, you will be eligible for Work Opportunity
Tax Credits to save you up to $9,000 this year. | will be happy to provide you more information
about those programs during our interview. Lastly, | recently successfully completed the Pipeline to
Employment Training Program for Former Offenders sponsored by the State of Wisconsin
Department of Workforce Development and | can provide a letter of recommendation from them at
your request.

I am eager to pursue this or other opportunities with your company because | am confident my
skills and experiences will dovetail with the needs of your business.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,
Your name here

Created by Maurice Sprewer Employment & Training Specialist / Reentry Coordinator
DWD / Job Service 4201 N. 27" Street Suite 602 Milwaukee, Wi 53216

www.fairshake.net Sample of a Letter of Explanation
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ASA J. PETERS

1514 Campbell, D1 Jefferson City, Missouri 64108
(816) 667-0421 (816) 992-1421

AREAS OF RELEVANT SKILL

Multi-dimensional individual with experience as heavy equipment operator, driver, or laborer with
technical knowledge in surveying, welding, and general maintenance. Excellent safety record and
willingness to do more than what is expected. Communicate and interact effectively with diverse
cultures.

* Heavy Equipment Operations: Forklift, Tractor, Loader, Backhoe, Motor Grader, Track

Loader, Bulldozer, Bobcat Skid/Steer Loader, Scraper

* Driver: Dump Truck, Over-the-Road

* Technical: Surveying, Welding

* Maintenance: General, Preventative, Carpentry, Painting

EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND

Linn State Technical College
Heavy Equipment Operator Certificate Course
Welding; Blueprint Interpretation; Surveying; Preventative Maintenance

American Truck Driving School
Over-the-Road Truck Driving Certificate Course

Northwest Missouri Community College
Introduction to Computer Information Systems; Basic Programming; Data Files; Structural
Programming; Microcomputer Operating Systems

EMPLOYMENT HISTORY

TEMPORARY ASSIGNMENTS, Jefferson City & Cameron, MO
» Store Clerk/Stocker
* Library Clerk/Data Entry Clerk
» Computer Operator/Data Entry Clerk
* Chapel Head Clerk
*  AM/PM Baker/Store Clerk

LINN TECHNICAL COLLEGE, Linn, MO
* Maintenance Technician — General maintenance, cleaning, carpentry, and lawn care.

SPRINGFIELD PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT, Springfield, MO
e Laborer, Park Maintenance

MAZZIO'S PIZZA, Springfield, MO
* Delivery Driver

DRIVEWAY PAVING, Toledo, OH
*  Dump Truck Driver/Laborer

NORTH AMERICAN VAN LINES, Ft. Wayne, IN
* Over-The-Road Driver
This resume example created by and for Expert Résumé's for People Returning to Work

Wendy S. Enelow and Louise M. Kursmark
2003 JIST Publishing Inc.  Indianapolis, IN




ARTHURF. ECK, JR.

639 Arcadia Street Rochester, NY 12239
387-458-3241

OBJECTIVE

BREAKFAST and LUNCH COOK

To assist a restaurant in attracting and retaining a strong customer base,
by applying a passion for the culinary arts and a strong work ethic.

PERSONAL PROFILE

Experience working in a kitchen environment, filling orders and developing menu items.
Ability to get the job done by employing critical thinking and problem resolution skills.
Work well as a team player and independently with very little supervision.

Received commendations for being dependable and hardworking.

Bilingual, Spanish and English.

COOKING SKILLS

A L U U N N

AN

Prepared a selection of entrees, vegetables, desserts, and refreshments.

Cleaned the grill, food preparation surfaces, counters, and floors.

Met high quality standards for food preparation, service, and safety.

Trained and supervised workers.

Maintained inventory logs and placed orders to replenish stocks of tableware, linens, paper,
cleaning supplies, cooking utensils, food, and beverages.

Received and checked the content of deliveries and evaluated the quality of meats, poultry,
fish, vegetables, and baked goods.

Oversaw food preparation and cooking.

RESTAURANT EXPERIENCE

Kitchen Worker — State of New York (Coxsackie Correctional Facility); Coxsackie, NY
Short Order Cook — Rockies Breakfast Bar; Rochester, NY

Prep Cook/Laborer — New World Diner; Rochester, NY

Lunch and Dinner Cook — Albany's Italian American Restaurant; Albany, NY

MILITARY SERVICE

U.S. Navy — Machinist Mate E-3 — Honorable Discharge
GED obtained

This resume example created by and for Expert Résumé's for People Returning to Work
Wendy S. Enelow and Louise M. Kursmark
2003 JIST Publishing Inc.  Indianapolis, IN
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REENTRY RESOURCE CENTER OPPORUTNITIESI

American Trucking Associations ’ “

ATA Headquarters .n.-l.
N4

950 North Glebe Road, Suite 210
Arlington, VA 22203-4181

https://www.trucking.orqg/

From their website: American Trucking Associations is the largest and most comprehensive national trade
association for the trucking industry. ATA is an 86-year old federation with state trucking association affiliates in all
50 states. We represent every sector of the industry, from LTL to truckload, agriculture and livestock to auto
haulers, and from large motor carriers to small mom-and-pop operations.

Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association

OOIDA HEADQUARTERS https://www.ooida.com/
1 NW OOIDA Dr.

Grain Valley, MO 64029 CEE
816_229_5791 800_444'5791 PRESENTED BY THE O0IDA FOUNDRTION

The mission of the Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association, Inc. is to serve owner-
operators, small fleets and professional truckers; to work for a business climate where truckers are treated equally
and fairly; to promote highway safety and responsibility among all highway users; and to promote a better business
climate and efficiency for all truck operators. More than 150,000 members of OOIDA are men and women in all 50
states and Canada who collectively own and/or operate more than 240,000 individual heavy-duty trucks and small
truck fleets. All OOIDA officers and directors are now, or have been, professional truckers, and are elected from the
membership, by the membership. The 22-member board helps define OOIDA’s position on all major trucking
issues. They offer information and education in all areas of independent truck ownership and responsibility.

Gary’s Job Board: www.garysjobboard.com
Truck Drivers wanted! Since 2004.

Gary can find you a better truck driving job, with or without a CDL.

Gary's Job Board was created to help Truck Drivers find Driving Jobs, and to help
Dispatchers find Drivers. Gary’s Job Board is 100% unaffiliated. We DO NOT recruit for any carriers. Our service
will always be FREE to drivers because drivers' rock. Here's how garysjobboard.com works: (this is NOT a run-of-
the-mill trucker job board. No one will call you, you have all the power).

Complete your Driver Profile, it takes 2 minutes.

Companies will see your first name, type of CDL, and experience level.

They will not see your email address.

You will receive a company invite by email and the email will come from our system.

Check out what they are offering. Answer the email or not. You'll receive another invite down the road.


https://www.trucking.org/
https://www.ooida.com/
http://www.garysjobboard.com/
https://www.fairshake.net/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/GJB.png

L AllTrucking.com  www.alltrucking.com Find a Truck
AL ] PO Box 26330, Driving School
E 7 Overland Park, KS, 66213
_caﬂg@ "Welcome to AllTrucking.com, your source for finding e e
information to become a truck driver and find a trucking Driving Job
career. Whether you are looking for your next truck driving job or want to learn how

to earn your CDL, we have guides for you. We have even organized some of the
more common questions that might be found on a CDL exam, and put them into a
simple practice test! "

They have a library of guidebooks - from career support and paying for school to helping veterans — "we've got a
resource to help anybody." Here are a few of our most frequently requested pages:

e How to Pay for Truck Driving School
e Truck Driving Jobs: Careers in Commercial Truck Driving
e Company-Paid CDL Training Programs: A Comprehensive Guide

Trucking Truth

< 5-/‘ TgU‘K‘”&Tgm www.truckingtruth.com

A Positive Yet Honest View Of The Trucking Industry With Friendly Advice From Experienced Drivers

Trucking Truth (TT) was created in 2007 to give new drivers a true picture of what a career as a truck driver is all
about and a straightforward strategy for surviving that first year of their career. | wanted people to know that
trucking can be an awesome career for the right person and it's totally doable if you work hard, keep a great
attitude, and have a solid strategy in place.

A huge informational website that includes:

Trucker's Forum
Truck Driver's Career Guide
Free CDL Practice test

b N\
A list of companies that hire people with a criminal history. o
"The Road Home" podcast
Al things CDL \
Trucking Company Reviews

Trucking Wiki...where you can find out FAQ's, physical health tests and issues, limitations and
opportunities for drivers with a criminal history, driving with pets and much more.

Get Paid While Training For Your CDL?

Upon completion of your paid CDL training, you will sign an agreement to work for the
company for a specified amount of time. This is how they recoup the time and money they’ve
invested in your CDL training, which is a very fair deal for both sides.

If you quit working for the company before your obligation is complete, you will owe the
company a prorated amount of money for the schooling. At some companies, your training will
be free once your obligation is complete. Others may require you to make payments from your
paycheck to cover the tuition for the schooling.

TT offers a review of the companies that offer paid CDL training.



http://www.alltrucking.com/
http://www.truckingtruth.com/
https://www.truckingtruth.com/

Employment - Employment Services

We are dedicated to helping you find your next
career! The National Urban League is a historic
civil rights organization dedicated to elevating the
standard of living in historically underserved urban
communities. Founded in 1910, the National Urban
League spearheads the effort of its local affiliates
through the development of programs, public
policy research and advocacy.
http://www.nuljobsnetwork.com/

Employment - Employment Services
401 Broadway N.E. - 4th Fl
Albugquerque, NM 87103

505-841-8501

505-841-8467 fax
http://www.dws.state.nm.us/

Employment - Employment Services

New Mexico Department of Workforce Solutions,
Attn: NMWorks Program

P.O. Box 1928

Albuquerque, NM 87103

1-800-283-4465

We can help you acquire the skills, training, and
knowledge you need to find the right job! You can
also get paid to work in a full-time State
government job with wage subsidy or part-time job
with Career Link.
https://www.dws.state.nm.us/NMWorks

Employment - Employment Services

America Works includes work readiness training,
vocational training, career placement, career
advancement, and employment retention services.
Our mission is to equip each individual who comes
to our offices with the right tools so that they are
able to provide for themselves and their loved
ones. People find employment, and employers find
talent! Due to the Coronavirus Pandemic, you
must contact the office first before you can engage
in in-person services. Click on the link above to
find the location nearest to you.
https://americaworks.com/virtual-contact-info/

Employment - Staffing Agency

Manpower is dedicated to enriching people's lives
with meaningful employment and development
opportunities, as we have done for more than 60
years.
https://www.manpower.com/ManpowerUSA/home

Reentry Resource - Multiple Resources
Available

Our findhelp technology powers Americas leading
social care network. Our network features more
than 300,000 free and reduced-cost programs in
all 50 U.S. states, territories, and Puerto Rico,
powering social care systems for hundreds of
customers nationwide.
https://www.findhelp.org/find-social-services/new-
mexico?ref=ab_redirect

Shelter - Financial Counseling

HUD sponsors housing counseling agencies
throughout the country that can provide advice on
buying a home, renting, defaults, foreclosures, and
credit issues. This link sends you to a page that
allows you to select a list of agencies for each

Employment - Employment Services
401 Broadway NE

Albuquerque, NM 87102
http://www.dws.state.nm.us/

Employment - Employment Services
6121 Indian School Road NE, Suite 132
Albuquerque NM 87110

Phone: 505-872-9092

http://www.selectstaffing.com/SelectStaffing/main.
cfm?nivil=1

Employment - Employment Services

21 Workforce Connection Centers around the
state!
https://www.jobs.state.nm.us/vosnet/Default.aspx

Employment - Staffing Agency

PeopleReady has re-imagined and simplified the
path that connects people and work. Whether you
need workers or youre looking for new job
opportunities, were ready to deliver results for you
today.

https://www.peopleready.com/

Employment - Temporary Staffing Agency
6565 Americas Parkway NE #200
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110
505-563-5964

http://www.spherion.com

Reentry Resource - Multiple Resources
Available

211 staff connects those in need with health and
human services, government agencies, and
community-based organizations that can help.
Reach us at (505) 245-1735 for callers using a
voice over IP number including Google Voice
https://tinyurl.com/2s3nx3n5

Shelter - Homeless Shelter

The Homeless Shelter Directory provides listings
for Homeless Shelters and Homeless Service
Organizations around the country. This includes
supportive resources.
http://www.homelessshelterdirectory.org

Shelter - Low Income Housing

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development

451 7th Street S.W.

Washington, DC 20410

Telephone: (202) 708-1112 TTY: (202) 708-1455
Find the HUD office near you!
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD

Shelter - Low Income Housing

Housing Works fights for funding and legislation to
ensure that all people living with HIV/AIDS have
access to quality housing, healthcare, HIV
prevention, and treatment, among other lifesaving
services.

http://www.housingworks.org/

Shelter - Shelters

We provide an online directory of shelters in New
Mexico.
https://www.shelterlist.com/state/new_mexico


http://www.nuljobsnetwork.com/

state. You may search more specifically for a
reverse mortgage counselor or if you are facing
foreclosure, search for a foreclosure avoidance
counselor.
http://hud.gov/offices/hsg/sfh/hcc/hcs.cFm?weblista
ction=summary

Shelter - Housing Authority
Find a HUD location near you.
https://www.hud.gov/states

Shelter - Low Income Housing

Mercy Housing Gives a Home to Low-Income
Families, Seniors, Individuals, and People with
Special Needs Nationwide. Our mission is to create
stable, vibrant and healthy communities by
providing affordable, service-enriched housing.
https://www.mercyhousing.org/regional-offices/

Shelter - Low Income Housing

Find low income apartments in New Mexico along
with non profit organizations that help with low
income housing along with HUD apartments, public
housing apartments, public housing authorities,
and housing assistance agencies.
https://www.lowincomehousing.us/NM.html

Shelter - Transitional Housing

1-855-860-3119

Transitional, sober housing provides supportive
housing along with drug and alcohol treatment for
selective locations
https://www.transitionalhousing.org/state/new_me
xico

Shelter - Transitional Housing

Transitional housing is supportive housing that
helps fight homelessness. Find transitional
housing in your state by clicking on the link! We
have over 6,864 transitional housing locations in
our database. We also provide as much
information on each housing location along with
pictures.

https://www.transitionalhousing.org/



COMPANY OR
EMPLOYER NAME: POSITION APPLIED FOR:

APPLICANT TELEPHONE:

Employment Application s sccurm e

YOUR NAME:
Last First Middle
ADDRESS: ARE YOU LEGALLY ELIGIBLE FOR EMPLOYMENT IN THE U.S.A.?
|:| Yes |:| No (If yes, verification will be required.)
| AM SEEKING A PERMANENT POSITION: |:| Yes |:| No

IF NECESSARY FOR THE JOB | AM ABLE TO:

Work (which shifts)?

Are you able to perform the essential functions

of the position with or without accommodations? Work overtime?
|:| Yes I:I No Provide a valid Alaska Drivers License?
IF NECESSARY FOR THE JOB, ARE YOU OVER (Please mark one) 14 15 16_ 18 19 21
I WILL BE ABLE TO REPORT TO WORK DAYS AFTER BEING NOTIFIED THAT | AM HIRED.
EDUCATION: Yrs. Completed Field of Study Graduate or Degree
High School

College/University

Business/Technical

Other (May include grammar school)

MILITARY SERVICE: |:| Yes |:| No

Duty/Specialized Training:

REFERENCES: List two personal references who are not relatives or former supervisors.

Name Address Telephone Occupation Years known
Name Address Telephone Occupation Years known
EMPLOYMENT: List last employment first. Include summer or temporary jobs. Be sure all your experience or employers related

to this job are listed here, in the summary (following this section), or use an extra sheet of paper if necessary.

Employer Name and Address Position Title/Duties Skills Dates Employed
from to

Reason for leaving

Supervisor's Name: Telephone:
Employer Name and Address Position Title/Duties Skills Dates Employed
from to
Reason for leaving
Supervisor's Name: Telephone:

Developed at employer request by the Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Employment Security Division genapp (r03/00)



EMPLOYMENT CONTINUED...

Employer Name and Address Position Title/Duties Skills Dates Employed
from to

Reason for leaving

Supervisor's Name: Telephone:
Employer Name and Address Position Title/Duties Skills Dates Employed
from to
Reason for leaving
Supervisor's Name: Telephone:

Summarize other
employment related to this job:

Types of computers, other electronic or mechanical
equipment that you are qualified to operate or repair:

Typing speed: per minute.

Professional Licenses, Certifications or Registrations:

Additional skills including supervision skills, other languages, or information
regarding the career/occupation you wish to bring to the employer's attention:

In case of accident or illness please contact: Name: Daytime phone:

Address: Relationship:

Information to the applicant: As part of our procedure for processing your employment application, your personal and employment
references may be checked. If you have misrepresented or omitted any facts on this application, and are subsequently hired, you
may be discharged from your job. You may make a written request for information derived from the checking of your references.

If necessary for employment, you may be required to: supply your birth certificate or other proof of authorization to work in the US,
have a physical examination and/or a drug test, or to sign a conflict of interest agreement and abide by its terms.

| understand and agree to the information shown above:

Signature: Date:

Equal Employment Opportunity: While many employers are required by federal law to have an Affirmative Action Program, all
employers are required to provide equal employment opportunity and may ask your national origin, race and sex for planning and
reporting purposes only. This information is optional and failure to provide it will have no affect on your application for employment.

Employer Section:

Developed at employer request by the Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Employment Security Division genapp (r08/02)
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Interview Questions for You to Ask

In an interview both you and the employer are finding out about each other. Asking these
questions will show general interest in the business, and the team you are applying to work
with. These questions show you care about the position and how you might fit. Asking
questions will also help you understand if you think the environment is suitable for you.

Please tell me important information | should consider about working with this company:

» On average, how long do people keep the position for which | am applying?

* What strengths and skills do you think | should have to best fill this position?

* What employee qualities are encouraged here?

» Is this a friendly environment or are people pretty serious?

* Would you tell me about the challenges | might find working here?

* Which companies, products or services are our competitors?

* Is there an opportunity for promotion from this position?

* How often will | be evaluated?

* What are the businesses strengths? What aspects need improvement?

e What will be expected of me in the first 3 months? 6 months? Year?

» Are we encouraged to participate in things outside of work, like a softball league?

* In what ways does the company recognize and honor work that has been done?

* Will | have an employment agreement?

«  Will | work with alone or with a group?

*  Who will | report to? What kind of person are they?

» Are we anticipating any major changes in the workplace?

* How many applicants do you have for this position?

« What training do you provide?

» Does the company provide or support higher education or advanced training for
employees?

* |s there anything else | can provide you to help you make a decision?

* How soon can | expect to hear from you?

Not all of these questions would apply to any one position. These questions are just

examples to either pick from or open your mind to asking questions that will help you make
sure the job is acceptable for you!

www.fairshake.net "Interview Questions for You to Ask" from the Fair Shake Reentry Packet
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Thank You Letter

Writing a thank you letter allows you the opportunity to share your reflections from interview including topics
that were discussed and your decision to accept the job if it is offered to you. If you do not want the job
you can write a short thank you letter stating that you wish to withdraw your application. If you do want the
job, restate the qualifications and social skills you possess related to the requirements of the position and
culture of the company. Be sure to send your thank you letter within a day of your interview.

Sue Kastensen
PO Box 63
Westby, WI 54667
608-634-6363
sue@gmail.com

January 20, 2012

Alex Wikstrom

Sun Dog Manufacturing
123 Swiggum St.
Westby, WI 54667

Dear Mr. Wikstrom:

Thank you for taking the time to meet with me about the Shipping Manager job opening yesterday. |
appreciate the opportunity to interview for this position.

Upon reflection, | believe | am a good fit for the Shipping Manager position and also for the company. |
bring four years experience in shipping and receiving and | am familiar with nearly all of the tools you
showed me. | learn quickly and will be able to master each of the computer shipping programs easily. My
personality is well-suited to accommodate the variety of employees who will bring items to be shipped, and
also the freight handlers that | will interface with.

Thank you for listening to me describe my past and what | have learned from my incarceration. Be
assured that | have reflected upon, learned from, and moved beyond all types of criminal behavior. | am
ready and willing to be a reliable benefit to Sun Dog Manufacturing.

I’'m very interested in working with you and your team. | am a dedicated worker and can commit to
supporting Sun Dog Manufacturing well into the future. Please feel free to contact me if you would like
further information. My cell phone number is 608-634-1234

Thank you again for your time and consideration.

I’'m looking forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Signature Here
Sue Kastensen

*** For many more examples, Search the Internet for Thank You Letter Examples ***

www.fairshake.net "Thank You Letter" from the Fair Shake Reentry Packet
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Self-Employment
CAUTION: Entrepreneurship is NOT for the weak!

The idea of owning a business is attractive to many types of people. Some are drawn to ‘be their own
boss’, to work closer to where they live, or to provide a product or service to an area where it is needed.
Some people feel they can take more pride in their work and also be recognized for their efforts, still others
feel they can have greater job security and may even be able to sell their business or pass it on to their
children. Our shared American Dream features a ‘rags to riches’ story that includes a plucky protagonist
that pulls her- or himself up with their bootstraps to achieve financial and social success.

One of our basic human needs is to feel we have the power to determine our destiny. Owning your own
business is certainly one way to take control. Unless the start-up is handled cautiously, intelligently and with
a long-term commitment, however, a person can drive their dream right into the ground.

This brief document will only cover the very basics (mostly using bullet points!) of things to consider in
starting a business. It is merely a check list to assess if this is the right path for you, and also to consider
some of the many things you’ll need to address to get started...and then to keep it running.

Let’s begin with some simple questions to ask yourself:

¢ What kind of business do | want to start? Will | provide a product or a service?

¢ Where will my business be located? What type of community supports my business? (examples:
neighborhood, city, state, internet)

e Who are my customers? What makes them different from other consumers?

e How must | organize my company: What regulations must | follow? Does this business require
special licensing or permits? How should | incorporate? (examples: LLC, S Corp, B Corp, non-profit)

e Where and how will | advertise or otherwise communicate to my customers?

e Does my business benefit all of the members of the community in which it is located?

e What is the name of my business and what is my ‘tag line’ or ‘elevator speech’ to describe it?

e How will | explain my business to my grandmother? (good practice; even if she is no longer with us)

e Can | tolerate book-keeping or am | able to pay someone who can?

Are you willing and able to:
e Start organized and stay organized?

e Follow legal procedures (including lots of paperwork!)?
e Ask for help?
e Pay taxes willingly?

¢ Be flexible, creative and responsive when things don’t go as planned?
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Now let’s look at some difficult things to consider in starting a business:

¢ Can | handle a lot of rejection and nay-sayers?

o Will | feel jilted or jaded when my friends are not willing to be my customers or backers?

¢ Can | live with little to no income for at least 1 year and up to 3 years?

¢ Am | willing to sacrifice much of my leisure time or social life for up to 3 years as well?

¢ Do | have a super-strong moral base? (The temptation to cheat can be powerful for many.)

e Can | provide clear proof | will be able to succeed - and that | am a worthwhile risk - to small
business loan officers?

¢ Do | have solid back-up plan for repayment?

e Am | comfortable with risk or will | worry?

e Am | physically strong enough to endure hard work, stress and exhaustion?

¢ What aspects about running a business matter most to me?

e Am | a ‘people person’ and if not, can | hire this person, or how will | communicate with customers?
e What are my ‘competitors’ doing? What do | do similarly or differently to what they are doing?

e How long will it take to start my business before any money begins to come in? Can | start it while |
work at another job?

e Am | willing and able to trademark, copyright or patent my name, logo, written or recorded material
or invention?

Some possible snags or ways to fail at starting a business:

¢ Need others to do work or research for you to get started.
e Blame others or ‘the system’ when things get difficult

e Require more resources from outside investors than you are willing to contribute yourself.

A couple of resources for entrepreneurial hopefuls:
SCORE: https://www.score.org/

Small Business Administration: https://www.sba.gov/
US Patent and Trademark Office: http://www.uspto.gov/
How to Write a Business Plan: http://articles.bplans.com/how-to-write-a-business-plan/

Free Government Publications: The Consumer Information Catalog lists approximately 200 free and low-
cost publications available to you from various federal agencies. The publications cover topics such as
money, health, employment, housing, federal programs, travel, small business, and education.
To write for your free catalog, send your request and address to: Federal Citizen Information Center
Also ask for “How to Write a Business Plan Pub #173 Attn: Catalog

Pueblo, CO 81009

Please share your thoughts, ideas, questions and concerns. Your questions, suggestions and ideas will
help me improve this page to better serve our future business owners!
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