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Myth: FALSE DICHOTOMIES – The idea that you must choose between two options: Yes or 
No. Good or Bad. Right or Wrong. Candidate A or B. Rise or Fall. With Us or Against Us. 
Science vs Religion. Rational vs. Emotional. Individual vs. Group. and one that I've heard a lot in 
my life: "That's a man's (sport, job, perspective); it's not for women". (a form of yes or no) 
Whenever you need to make a choice, see if you can find 4, 5, or even 10 options! 
 
Myth: WE STOP LEARNING – If I had never touched a flame before I turned 58 years old, I 
would learn to never touch one in the future if I touched one today. We acquire information 
constantly and we organize it into meaning. We may even care enough to find out how what we 
learned relates to what we already know and believe. One thing school failed to teach us is how 
to learn, and how to discern what we learn. The 'information sources' today are louder, strangely 
influential, and grossly incomplete. To get the full picture, we have to dig for information and ask 
good questions, while also trying to avoid getting overwhelmed or trapped. We must keep 
learning, and as we learn, we can learn to live together better! We do not have to accept 
limitations or acceptable levels of suffering. We are NOT STUCK. We can learn…and then 
change…whatever we want. “There is no inevitability as long as there is a willingness to 
contemplate what is happening.” - Marshall McLuhan (author of The Medium is the Message) 
 

Myth: MERITOCRACY ' - The more you learn the more you earn', 'you can make it if you try', 
'pull yourself up', etc. Many ways to reinforce the idea that the people who have the money and 
the stuff are successful because they earned what they have, they got all their money through 
hard work and a shrewd (including a 100% respectful, environmentally-sound and firearms-free!) 
investment strategy. If only. Investing is almost never in line with our humanity values…yet it is 
always in our best interest to invest in humanity. Meritocracy is justified stratification; people 
above others for their achievements. Michael Sandel said: "We've slid into the assumption that 
the money people make is the measure of their contribution to the common good." I wonder how 
the merit idea would work if we increase accolades and 'status' based on care about others? 
 

Myth: INCARCERATION PAYS A 'DEBT TO SOCIETY' - Why do we keep repeating 
this? Members of society believe that incarceration and the judicial system costs them money; 
they do not feel that they have been paid in any way. How could they? The only debt that has 
been paid is the one requested and required by a heartless and hungry punitive system. Society 
has little faith that 'the system' is providing the information necessary to reengage successfully. 
Together, we can change this. The 'justice system' is the only group getting paid.  
 

Myth: WE ARE FRAGILE - The "Helping" Industry relies on us being weak. ACE (Adverse 
Childhood Experiences) scores may describe some aspects of people, but they in no way 
represent who we are. Many of us with high ACE scores have also become even more than 
resilient, we are now anti-fragile because of our challenges.  This means that the adverse 
conditions made us stronger than we would have been without them.  

Myth: TV NEWS INFORMS YOU OF WHAT IS GOING ON All you get from any single 
news source is what they want you to see and believe. What they show us is what their sponsors 
want them to show us. Sponsors demand support, so the advertisements determine the 'news' 
you'll see on TV. Social Media cannot be counted on to inform us of anything but an opinion. To 
get more pieces of the whole story, we must consider information offered by many news sources. 
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Myth: WE NEED AUTHORITY AND MONEY TO 'FIX' OUR CHALLENGES - Why would 
we ask the institutions, and the people who are complicit in maintaining them, to fix the problems 
they created? Winona LaDuke says: "You shouldn't let your dealer tell you what you need." Are we 
frustrated enough yet to work on the solutions together? We've been trained to believe these 
myths: 
- Experts and 'science' have the solutions to our challenges; they will provide the relief for 

our suffering. Q: What if they are the cause of our suffering? 
- Money will fix our problems. Does money build trust, cooperation and feelings of confidence? 

We have gifts to share with each other. Our focus on money continues to take away our power. 
Money does not give us power.  Feelings of agency, support and capability give us power! 

 
Myth: INDIVIDUALISM – Individualism is said to be a “fundamental American principle” so is 
authoritarianism, lying, stealing, false superiority and also the myth of the 'self-made' person and 
"united we stand". 
INTERDEPENDENCE, on the other hand, is a fundamental planetary principle. We can 
easily see our impact on the environment and on each other because of our insatiable pursuit 
of more stuff; a belief created to fill the hole created by 'individualism'. The Rev. Desmond 
Tutu reminded us that "the solitary individual' is a contradiction in terms. 

 
Myth: "FREE-MARKET CAPITALISM” - You'll find that file between Easter Bunny and Santa 
Clause. The game is rigged. Capitalism offers some opportunity, but 'the market' does not 
respond to our needs.  Instead, it manufactures our desires and externalizes unhealthy costs.  

 
Myth: NOTHING WORKS: Roger Martinson wrote, "the represent array of correctional 
treatments has no appreciable effect - positive or negative - on rates of recidivism of convicted 
offenders." In the magazine Public Interest (1974), he stated, "rehabilitative efforts that have 
been reported so far have no appreciable effect on recidivism." The way that I read this is: the 
ineffective ‘programs’ supplied by the prisons (or whomever else) did not impact the already low 
(compared to today) recidivism rate. He said that no single thing works because we are unique.  
We are not robots. One thing that always works is 100% pro-social: it's us working together!  

 
EMPLOYMENT AND EDUCATION REDUCE RECIDIVISM Only YOU "reduce 
recidivism". You and nothing else. It is up to you to utilize education or employment 
opportunities to support your reentry success; YOU get full credit for how you apply your gifts. 
After all, employment and higher education did not keep Jeff Skilling, Bernie Madoff, Martha 
Stewart, Bill Cosby, Charles Kushner, or several elected representatives, out of prison. 

 
CRIMINOGENIC NEEDS Incarcerated people have basic human needs; the same needs 
we all have. You are not different. This is yet another attempt to scientize othering. 

 
Myth: EXPERTS KNOW WHAT'S BEST 
Experts have agendas. Always consider who is paying the 'expert'. Non-profit status does not 
automatically indicate integrity. Professional 'fixers' are often poor listeners. Prisons, schools and 
hospitals tell us what we need, they rarely ask what we think or feel. How can they 'help' if they 
don't hear? We can learn to listen to ourselves and each other by asking questions. We can 
work, care, and grow together to build our capacity for complexity, cooperation, constructive 
learning, critical thinking, and agency! We are the 'experts' we've been waiting for. 
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GIZMOS AND HUMANS 
We humans are fickle. We are consistently over- 
confident about what we are capable of doing, 
except, of course, when we are justifying our 
deflection of ownership or initiative. We blame 
outside circumstances when we fail, and claim 
prowess and skill when we succeed. We LOVE to 
think that, where media is concerned, we are strong 
and we can “take it or leave it alone.” 

 
With the enormous and rapid rise in emotional, 
physical and existential suffering caused by anxiety 

 

 
Modern Day Prison by Banksy 

fear, depression and loss of meaning and care, however, many of us turn to social media for distraction, 
diversion, old friends (hoping they were “good” friends), new friends, games (healthy and not) potential 
partners, events, and ways we can feel like we belong. What few of us realize, is the apps often contribute 
to our suffering. 

Today, our phones are tiny computers; complete with tracking devices and communication options.  

EVERYTIME YOU ‘GET AN APP’, YOU SHARE A GREAT DEAL OF INFORMATION 
THAT YOU’VE STORED IN YOUR GIZMO, SUCH AS: 

YOUR CONTACTS (and all the info you have - not just their names) 
YOUR PHOTOS (think “training facial recognition AI”) 
YOUR PREFERENCES for every app you use and visit; including things you clicked on 

when you were trying to get them off your screen. Yup, they are now considered 
your ‘preference’) 

AND MUCH MORE. REMEMBER: your phone knows where you are at all times. 

A LITTLE FOOD FOR THOUGHT ABOUT SOCIAL MEDIA ADDICTION 
https://www.addictioncenter.com/drugs/social-media-addiction/ 

 
Social media addiction is a behavioral addiction that is 
characterized as being overly concerned about social 
media, driven by an uncontrollable urge to log on to or 
use social media, and devoting so much time and effort 
to social media that it impairs other important life areas. 

 
Due to the effect that it has on the brain, social media is 
addictive both physically and psychologically. According 
to a new study by Harvard University, self-disclosure on 
social networking sites lights up the same part of the 
brain that also ignites when taking an addictive 
substance. The brain receives a “reward” and associates 
the activity with positive reinforcement. 

 
The phenomena of social media addiction can largely be 
contributed to the dopamine-inducing social 
environments. Social networking sites have been 
developed to produce the same neural circuitry found in 
gambling and recreational drugs. Studies have shown 

that the constant stream of retweets, likes, and shares 
from these sites have affected the brain’s reward area to 
trigger the same kind of chemical reaction as drugs. 

 
Addictive social media use will look much like that of any 
other substance use disorder, including mood 
modification (i.e., engagement in social media leads to a 
favorable change in emotional states), salience (i.e., 
behavioral, cognitive, and emotional preoccupation with 
social media), tolerance (i.e., ever increasing use of 
social media over time), withdrawal symptoms (i.e., 
experiencing unpleasant physical and emotional 
symptoms when social media use is restricted or 
stopped), conflict (i.e., interpersonal problems ensue 
because of social media usage), and relapse (i.e., 
addicted individuals quickly revert back to their 
excessive social media usage after an abstinence 
period). 

 

https://www.addictioncenter.com/drugs/social-media-addiction/


“I used to think communication was the key until I realized comprehension is.” 
- Banksy 

Here are a few organizations that want to help you use social media in a healthy way! 

The Center for Humane Technology 
https://www.humanetech.com/ 

As long as social media companies profit from addiction, depression, and division, 
our society will continue to be at risk 

Ledger of Harms that tech companies have no desire to address: (edited by sk) 
- Misinformation, conspiracy theories, and fake news make it difficult to make sense of the world. 
- Loss of crucial abilities including memory and focus making it harder to think and to pay attention. 
- Stress, loneliness, feelings of addiction can lead to physical and mental health problems. 
- Less empathy, more confusion and misinterpretation puts a strain on relationships. 
- Propaganda, distorted dialogue & a disrupted democratic process impacts elections. 
- Broadcast amplification of -isms reinforces an appeal to authority for regulation. 
- Children face physical, mental and social challenges from developmental delays to suicide. 
- Tech limitations can be difficult to adopt; gizmo 'house rules' are critical 

THEIR PODCAST: Your Undivided Attention - https://www.humanetech.com/podcast 
TAKE CONTROL! Got in too deep? Here are important steps to increase well-being and regain control. 

https://www.humanetech.com/take-control 
 
Look Up https://lookup.live/ 
Helping young people thrive in the digital world. 

Youth leaders taking action to challenge the digital ecosystem and our unrealistic social norms so 
we can level the playing field and improve the mental health and well-being of young people. 
They also offer a Community Hub: a platform where youth can collaborate with others around the 
world. (Adults can learn a lot from the youth who have lived their entire lives in the digital world!) 

Addiction Center 
https://www.addictioncenter.com/drugs/social-media-addiction/ 
Research has shown that there is an undeniable link 
between social media use, negative mental health, and low self-esteem. 

Some apps that help us think better: 

Pocket Biases https://pocket-biases.glideapp.io/ It will help you recognize the excuse biases 
to strengthen your HONEST BIAS. The app. lists a different bias each day…and you can search 
through biases. “A bias a day keeps our hubris away.” - Buster Benson, app creator and author 
of the Cognitive Biases Cheat Sheet (featured in this packet) and the book Why Are We Yelling? 

Mind Games: www.mindgames.com Full of tests to help improve mental agility, no matter how 
old the user is, including critical thinking skills.. Most games can be completed in less that 5 min.; 
just enough time for a brain workout. The app is free, or $5 for the ad-free version. 

READING RECOMMENDATION: The Age of Surveillance Capitalism: The Fight for a Human 
Future at the New Frontier of Power BY Shoshana Zuboff 2019 Public Affairs. 

https://www.humanetech.com/
https://www.humanetech.com/podcast
https://www.humanetech.com/take-control
https://lookup.live/
https://www.addictioncenter.com/drugs/social-media-addiction/
https://pocket-biases.glideapp.io/
http://www.mindgames.com/


                                                  EDUCATE YOURSELF!  
 

Once you have learned to ask questions - relevant and appropriate and substantial questions – you have 
learned how to learn and no one can keep you from learning whatever you want or need to know.                              
                                                                                                                                             - Neil Postman 
 
You either learn your way towards writing your own script in life, or you unwittingly become an actor in 
someone else's script.                                                                                - John Taylor Gatto 
 
College Correspondence Courses:     Be sure to ask about the Pell Grant!                            
                                                                                           
Adams State University 
Correspondence Education Program                                         
208 Edgemont Blvd., Suite 3000 
Alamosa, CO 81101 
719-587-7671 
https://www.adams.edu/academics/print-based/prison-college-program/ 
 
Colorado State University-Pueblo    
Division of Extended Studies 
2200 Bonforte Blvd 
Pueblo, CO 81001-4901 
719.549.2100 
csupueblo.edu/extended-studies 

Ohio University Correctional Education 
Haning Hall 102 
1 Ohio University Dr. 
Athens, OH 45701 
800.444.2420 
ohio.edu/online/programs/print/correctional

 

Freshman Year For Free!                www.modernstates.org 
MODERN STATES and the CLEP exam - Modern States’ program: Freshman 
Year For Free, is intended to let students earn up to one year of college credit without tuition or textbook 
expense. They provide recorded courses, and the cost of testing, using CLEP exams (see below). Free 
to all who qualify!  You can start studying for the courses below now!      
 
 

Get college credit with 
what you already 
know!  

CLEP offers 33 exams in five subject 
areas at over 1,800 college test centers, 
covering material generally taught in the 
first two years of college. By passing a 
CLEP exam, you can earn 3 to 12 
college credits. Exams cost $80. There 
are text exams for you to use to prepare. 
 
College-Level Examination Program (CLEP) 
P.O. Box 6600 
Princeton, NJ 08541-6600 
Phone: 800-257-9558 or 212-237-1331 
 
       clep.collegeboard.org 
 
 

      THE FAIR SHAKE WEBSITE ALSO LISTS MANY FREE ONLINE LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES! 
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Free non-credit courses! 
College Guild 
P.O. Box 696 
Brunswick, ME 04011 

 



Freshman Year  Free™!!! 

MODERN STATES + CLEP exam 

Modern States Education Alliance is a non-profit dedicated to making a high-quality college education free 
of cost and accessible to any person who seeks one. Its founding principle is that access to affordable 
education is fundamental to any philosophy that respects all individuals, and fundamental to the American 
dream. 

Modern States’ program, Freshman Year for Free™, is 
intended to let students earn up to one year of college 
credit without tuition or textbook expense. 

Modern States is partnering with edX, the leading online 
learning platform founded by Harvard and MIT. Modern 
States has given edX the money to complete the 
development of more than 30 high quality freshman 
college courses, taught by some of the world’s leading 
universities and professors. Each course includes 
online lectures, quizzes, tests, and other features. 
Textbooks and materials will also be provided online, 
free of charge. 

The courses are designed to prepare students for the 
major “Advanced Placement” (AP)* or “College Level 
Examination Program” (CLEP)* tests offered by the 
College Board, including subjects such as History, 
Computer Science, Math, English and Economics. 

According to the College Board, more than 2,000 
traditional colleges and universities already offer credit 
to students who pass AP and CLEP tests. Students can 
take one course or many courses from Modern States, 
and then – by passing the AP or CLEP exams – can 
begin with up to a full year’s worth of credit after they 
enroll in traditional college, making Modern States an 
“on-ramp” to college. Modern States hopes to provide 
links for students to tutoring, mentoring and college 
advising groups as well. 

Modern States 
787 Seventh Avenue 49th Floor 
New York, New York 10019 

Open to Everyone 

In short, Modern States works like a global digital public 
library of great college courses. Enrollment in Modern 
States courses will be “massively open” to all people 
without regard to age, location, family income, 
nationality, prior credits or other factors. The courses 
may also provide a critical “road back” for students who 
have left the traditional US college system. Modern 
States is not in opposition to any traditional college and 
recognizes that a four-year residential experience at an 
established university is the preferred alternative. 
However, such an opportunity is out of reach for many 
people, given the high cost of tuition and other factors. 

Modern States was initially conceived and funded by 
businessman and philanthropist Steve Klinsky (the CEO 
of Modern States), but has grown as an alliance with the 
guidance and support of other education and foundation 
leaders. College systems with over two million students 
have affiliated with Modern States Education Alliance, 
including systems in New York, Texas, Ohio, Indiana 
and Tennessee. 

Working closely with Klinsky is Pulitzer Prize 
winner David Vise, Executive Director of Modern 
States. The author of four books, Vise was a 
reporter at The Washington Post for more than 
20 years before joining the investment firm New 
Mountain Capital as a Senior Advisor. 

Modern States is a philanthropy intended to increase 
global access to high quality education and seeks to 
partner with others who share its goals. 

www.modernstates.org 

As of this writing, CLEP tests are not offered in prisons. 

Let's change that! 

http://www.modernstates.org/


 

Citizenship - Community Involvement
Fort Boise Community Center offers cultural
programs and physical activities for children, teens
and adults in a 1-story building near downtown
Boise.
Amenities include a 4,500-square-foot Art Center,
two dance studios, a gymnasium, fitness center,
locker rooms, showers, and a Teen Activity Center.
Questions?  Contact the Community Center via the
website or by calling: 208-608-7680
Fort Boise Community Center
700 N Robbins Rd
Boise, ID 83702
http://parks.cityofboise.org/parks-locations/parks/
fort-boise-community-center/

Reentry Resource - Multiple Resources
Available
Search for benefits in Education, Grants, Loans,
Social Security, Housing and Utilities, Employment
and Career Development, Financial Assistance and
more.
https://www.benefits.gov/categories

Reentry Resource - Multiple Resources
Available
If you do not have health or dental insurance, or
cannot afford to pay for dental care, then the
Smiles Mobile Dental Van Program may be able to
help you. Local dentists, dental hygienist, and
other medical professionals have partnered
together to provide children with free, high-quality
preventative dental care services. You can contact
the Boise Idaho based agency at 208-392-8181.
A facility that provided free general medical care is
Garden City Community Clinic. They provide free
services to low income, as well as the uninsured
and underinsured. Some of the health care
services they offer include acute non-emergent
illnesses, limited free prescription medications as
available, and even referrals to specialists. Call the
clinic at 208.384.5200.
Residents of Ada County and Boise who lack
insurance, or who have limited incomes, have a
few other free or low cost health care centers they
can turn to. The locations are committed to caring
for the least fortunate among us.
Contact the Idaho Foodbank if you need help
finding where your next meal may come from.
Receive free groceries and other foodstuffs. Call
them at 208-336-9643.
Other food pantries in Ada County include
Calvary Chapel Food Pantry
123 Auto Dr, Boise, ID 83709
call (208) 321-7440 as well as Freedom Resource
Center of Idaho can be reached at (208) 371-4168.
Those are just a few of the locations that people
can apply to for help or stop by at for a meal.
There are dozens of other assistance programs,
pantries, and even application sites for SNAP food
stamps.
http://www.needhelppayingbills.com/html/ada_cou
nty_assistance_programs.html

Employment - Workforce Development
Explore the jobs, resumes, or training programs in
your area through this website.
https://idahoworks.gov/

Reentry Resource - Multiple Resources
Available
Scroll down the page to find your state. Titles in
the left column will lead you to resources available
nationwide.
If you scroll down the page to find your state
name, you can click on that for statewide
resources.

https://www.needhelppayingbills.com/index.html

Shelter - Low Income Housing
Idaho Housing and Finance Association improves
lives and strengthens Idaho communities by
expanding housing opportunities, building self
sufficiency, and fostering economic development.
Please visit the website to search for local housing
listings and to sign up for Section 8 Housing. Or
simply call: 1.877.428.8844
http://www.socialserve.com/dbh/SearchHousingSu
bmit.html?city_id=41202&ch=ID&type=rental

http://parks.cityofboise.org/parks-locations/parks/fort-boise-community-center/
http://parks.cityofboise.org/parks-locations/parks/fort-boise-community-center/

