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Your Name
Milwaukee, WI
Your email “ EXAMPLE of a
111-222-3333 »

Letter of Explanation

Re: Letter of Explanation

Insert Date Here.

Dear Sir or Madam,

The things | value most are honesty, integrity and directness. Therefore, in anticipation of the criminal
background check, you will find that in October of 2006 | was convicted of the offense of Armed
Robbery - Use of Force. | served 24 months in prison for my crime. Upon release in 2008, |
unfortunately, returned to the same negative influences and the same circle of negative associations
and as a result, | re-offended in 2009. The charge was again, Armed Robbery this time as a Party to
a Crime. | know that what | did was wrong. It was a result of poor decision making on my part and it
hurt a lot of people. I've learned a great lesson and won't repeat those past mistakes.

While incarcerated, | completed my HSED through the Warren Young School. In addition, after a

period of careful self-examination, | began working on ME. | successfully completed coursework in
Walking the Line - the Vow to Succeed Program, Cognitive Intervention Phases | and I, and
Re-Entry bridge to Success programs. | then continued my education, gaining certifications in

Telecommunications Technologies as a Network Cabling Specialist in Copper Based Systems.

Since my release | have done some full time work as laborer in a tannery and volunteered my time at

~ my 11 year old son's school. However, | am looking forward to getting back to work full-time in the
field of Telecommunications as an installer so | may further demonstrate the changes in my life and
be a responsible member of society.

| can understand why you may be hesitant to hire someone with my background. However, | am
eligible for The Fidelity Bonding Program which can insure you for up to $25,000 against any act
of dishonesty on my part. Additionally, when you hire me, you will be eligible for Work Opportunity
Tax Credits to save you up to $9,000 this year. | will be happy to provide you more information
about those programs during our interview. Lastly, | recently successfully completed the Pipeline to
Employment Training Program for Former Offenders sponsored by the State of Wisconsin
Department of Workforce Development and | can provide a letter of recommendation from them at
your request.

I am eager to pursue this or other opportunities with your company because | am confident my
skills and experiences will dovetail with the needs of your business.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,
Your name here

Created by Maurice Sprewer Employment & Training Specialist / Reentry Coordinator
DWD / Job Service 4201 N. 27" Street Suite 602 Milwaukee, Wi 53216

www.fairshake.net Sample of a Letter of Explanation
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Maurice Sprewer EXAMPLE of a

414.874.1657 (list the BEST contact number you have) FUNCTIONAL Resume’

Maurice.sprewer@dwd.wisconsin.gov

(be sure that your email address is professional)

Production Worker and General Laborer Committed to Safety and Quality

(personal branding statement - describes position and a quality that makes you great at it)

Summary of Skills: (make sure the skills are relevant to the job you are applying for - usually found in the job description)

Sorting, grading, weighing, and inspecting products, verifying and adjusting product weight or measurement to meet
specifications.

Observing machine operations to ensure quality and conformity of filled or packaged products to standards.

Monitoring the production line, watching for problems such as pile-ups, jams, or glue that isn't sticking properly.

Attaching identification labels to finished packaged items, or cut stencils and stencil information on containers, such as lot
numbers or shipping destinations.

Stocking and sorting product for packaging or filling machine operation, and replenishing packaging supplies, such as wrapping
paper, plastic sheet, boxes, cartons, glue, ink, or labels.

Packaging the product in the form in which it will be sent out, for example, filling bags with flour from a chute or spout.
Inspecting and removing defective products and packaging material.

Starting machine by engaging controls.

Removing finished packaged items from machine and separate rejected items.

Counting and recording finished and rejected packaged items.

Stopping or resetting machines when malfunctions occur, clearing machine jams, and reporting malfunctions to a supervisor.
Removing products, machine attachments, or waste material from machines.

Transferring finished products, raw materials, tools, or equipment between storage and work areas of plants and warehouses,
by hand or using hand trucks.

Packing and storing materials and products.

Helping production workers by performing duties of lesser skill, such as supplying or holding materials or tools, or cleaning work
areas and equipment.

Counting finished products to determine if product orders are complete.

Measuring amounts of products, lengths of extruded articles, or weights of filled containers to ensure conformance to
specifications.

Following procedures for the use of chemical cleaners and power equipment to prevent damage to floors and fixtures.

Mixing water and detergents or acids in containers to prepare cleaning solutions, according to specifications.

Loading and unloading items from machines, conveyors, and conveyances.

Operate machinery used in the production process, or assist machine operators.

Placing products in equipment or on work surfaces for further processing, inspecting, or wrapping.

Relevant Production and General Labor Experience

General Laborer (Position while incarcerated) year - year
State of Wisconsin / Badger State Industries / FBOP (whichever applies) City, State
Previous Relevant Employment year - year
Previous Employer City, State

Other Experience

Previous Relevant Employment year - year
Previous Employer City, State
Education

Relevant Education (Relevant Degree / Diploma)

170

Created by Maurice Sprewer Employment & Training Specialist / Reentry Coordinator
DWD / Job Service 4201 N. 27" Street Suite 602 Milwaukee, WI 53216

Fair Shake Ownership Manual: Functional Resume www.fairshake.net
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National Reentry Resources (besides Fair Shake)

2-1-1 or www.211.0rg Dial 211 or visit the website! *
211 is a vital service that connects millions of people to help every 2 ,’ s |
year. Simply call 211 or search for 211 online. Program of United Way. " - _
Services include: Get Connected. Get Answers.

Supplemental food Health care

Shelter, housing, utilities Rehab and addiction services
Emergency / disaster relief Reentry Resources
Employment opportunities Support groups

Education opportunities Safe path away from abuse

Veterans services

Search for free or reduced cost services like medical care, food, job
training, etc. People can create profiles, connect with resources, and save
searches...or search anonymously anytime.

Aunt Bertha: https:/iwww.auntbertha.com/
@ aunt

Positive Transitioning: 614-573-0464 or 844-392-9695

CALL FOR RESOURCES: Employment, Housing, Education, and Legal Assistance. - 24/7 Resources
and Listening Line Are you looking for resources? Give us a calll Also sign up for coaching, enroll in
classes and connect to a mentor or become a mentor. www.positivetransitioning.org

Help Yourself Therapy:

www.helpyourselftherapy.com/ Help Yourself Therapy

SELF-Therapy For People Who ENJOY Learning About Themselves. Free, confidential, practical advice
from a therapist. Everything is easy to understand and to use. Self-disclosure is never needed.
Completely confidential.

Homeless Accommodation Directory: www.homelessshelterdirectory.org/
Transitional Housing www.transitionalhousing.org
Food Pantries and Soup Kitchens: www.homelessshelterdirectory.org/foodbanks/

Employment Related:
Clothes For Women: Dress For Success https://dressforsuccess.ora/
Clothes For Men: Career Gear https://www.careergear.org/

W --rcer Career One Stop www.careeronestop.org
E@ Your source for career exploration, training & jobs.

U.S. Department of Labor

Vital Records www.cdc.gov/nchs/w2w/
Where to write, or where to go, to obtain birth, death, marriage and divorce certificates.

Social Security new or replacement card: https://www.ssa.gov/ssnumber/



https://dressforsuccess.org/
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/w2w/
https://www.ssa.gov/ssnumber/

HOUSING

Like the Fair Shake Find A Job page, the Housing Search page lists search engines to find
housing near you. In addition to the websites listed below, there is a lot more information in
the Resource Directory and in Reentry Guides section below the Search Box.

Aunt Bertha

. Aunt Bertha is a social care network that connects people and programs —
making it easy for people to find social services in their communities. To do
this, we’ve verified and added hundreds of thousands of programs covering
every county in the US.

2-1-1

A phone number and a website! Not sure
where to turn? We are here for you.

211 receives more requests for help
with finding housing or shelter or

Get Connected. Get Help.™ paying utilities bills (over 4.4 million
each year) than for any other issue.

Homeless Shelters and Service Organizations:
National list of homeless shelters and other services homelessshelterdirectory.org/

Find the Housing Authority Near You! A nearly-complete list. Some others are

located on the Fair Shake website under State and Local Reentry Guides.
https://www.hud.gov/program offices/public indian housing/phal/contacts

Section 8: Frequently Asked Questions

What is Section 8 Housing?

The actual name of the program commonly known as “Section 8" is the
Housing Choice Voucher Program, a federally funded program that
subsidizes rent for eligible participants. It is designed to assist very low-
income families or individuals. A housing subsidy is paid directly to the
landlord on behalf of a participating family/individual.

How do | apply for Section 8 housing?
Contact your local Public Housing Authority.

For further assistance, contact the Housing and Urban Development office nearest you.

Does my criminal record ban me from public housing? sf
There are only 2 convictions for which a PHA must prohibit admission: 4 &
o If any member of the household is subject to a lifetime registration requirement under a ction 8
State sex offender registration program; and, if,,J."gi,,,,,,
e |f any household member has ever been convicted of drug-related criminal activity for
manufacturing or production of methamphetamine on the premises of federally assisted housing.


https://www.fairshake.net/employment/
https://www.fairshake.net/reentry-resources/search-for-a-resource/
https://www.auntbertha.com/
https://www.211.org/
http://www.homelessshelterdirectory.org/
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/public_indian_housing/pha/contacts
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/public_indian_housing/pha/contacts
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/public_indian_housing/pha/contacts
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/public_indian_housing/pha/contacts
https://www.211.org/
https://www.auntbertha.com/
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Fair Shake’s

Myth: FALSE DICHOTOMIES - The idea that you must choose between two options: Yes or
No. Good or Bad. Right or Wrong. Candidate A or B. Rise or Fall. With Us or Against Us.
Science vs Religion. Rational vs. Emotional. Individual vs. Group. and one that I've heard a lot in
my life: "That's a man's (sport, job, perspective); it's not for women". (a form of yes or no)
Whenever you need to make a choice, see if you can find 4, 5, or even 10 options!

Myth: WE STOP LEARNING - If | had never touched a flame before | turned 58 years old, |
would learn to never touch one in the future if | touched one today. We acquire information
constantly and we organize it into meaning. We may even care enough to find out how what we
learned relates to what we already know and believe. One thing school failed to teach us is how
to learn, and how to discern what we learn. The ‘information sources' today are louder, strangely
influential, and grossly incomplete. To get the full picture, we have to dig for information and ask
good questions, while also trying to avoid getting overwhelmed or trapped. We must keep
learning, and as we learn, we can learn to live together better! We do not have to accept
limitations or acceptable levels of suffering. We are NOT STUCK. We can learn...and then
change...whatever we want. “There is no inevitability as long as there is a willingness to
contemplate what is happening.” - Marshall McLuhan (author of The Medium is the Message)

Myth: MERITOCRACY' - The more you learn the more you earn’, 'you can make it if you try’,
‘pull yourself up’, etc. Many ways to reinforce the idea that the people who have the money and
the stuff are successful because they earned what they have, they got all their money through
hard work and a shrewd (including a 100% respectful, environmentally-sound and firearms-free!)
investment strategy. If only. Investing is almost never in line with our humanity values...yet it is
always in our best interest to invest in humanity. Meritocracy is justified stratification; people
above others for their achievements. Michael Sandel said: "We've slid into the assumption that
the money people make is the measure of their contribution to the common good." | wonder how
the merit idea would work if we increase accolades and 'status' based on care about others?

Myth: INCARCERATION PAYS A 'DEBT TO SOCIETY' - Why do we keep repeating
this? Members of society believe that incarceration and the judicial system costs them money;
they do not feel that they have been paid in any way. How could they? The only debt that has
been paid is the one requested and required by a heartless and hungry punitive system. Society
has little faith that 'the system’ is providing the information necessary to reengage successfully.
Together, we can change this. The 'justice system' is the only group getting paid.

Myth: WE ARE FRAGILE - The "Helping" Industry relies on us being weak. ACE (Adverse
Childhood Experiences) scores may describe some aspects of people, but they in no way
represent who we are. Many of us with high ACE scores have also become even more than
resilient, we are now anti-fragile because of our challenges. This means that the adverse
conditions made us stronger than we would have been without them.

Myth: TV NEWS INFORMS YOU OF WHAT IS GOING ON All you get from any single
news source is what they want you to see and believe. What they show us is what their sponsors
want them to show us. Sponsors demand support, so the advertisements determine the 'news'
you'll see on TV. Social Media cannot be counted on to inform us of anything but an opinion. To
get more pieces of the whole story, we must consider information offered by many news sources.
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Fair Shake's

Myth: WE NEED AUTHORITY AND MONEY TO 'FIX' OUR CHALLENGES - Why would
we ask the institutions, and the people who are complicit in maintaining them, to fix the problems
they created? Winona LaDuke says: "You shouldn't let your dealer tell you what you need." Are we
frustrated enough yet to work on the solutions together? We've been trained to believe these
myths:
- Experts and 'science’ have the solutions to our challenges; they will provide the relief for
our suffering. Q: What if they are the cause of our suffering?
- Money will fix our problems. Does money build trust, cooperation and feelings of confidence?
We have gifts to share with each other. Our focus on money continues to take away our power.
Money does not give us power. Feelings of agency, support and capability give us power!

Myth: INDIVIDUALISM — Individualism is said to be a “fundamental American principle” so is
authoritarianism, lying, stealing, false superiority and also the myth of the 'self-made’ person and
"united we stand".

INTERDEPENDENCE, on the other hand, is a fundamental planetary principle. We can
easily see our impact on the environment and on each other because of our insatiable pursuit

of more stuff; a belief created to fill the hole created by 'individualism'. The Rev. Desmond

Tutu reminded us that "the solitary individual' is a contradiction in terms.

Myth: "FREE-MARKET CAPITALISM” - You'll find that file between Easter Bunny and Santa
Clause. The game is rigged. Capitalism offers some opportunity, but 'the market' does not
respond to our needs. Instead, it manufactures our desires and externalizes unhealthy costs.

Myth: NOTHING WORKS: Roger Martinson wrote, "the represent array of correctional
treatments has no appreciable effect - positive or negative - on rates of recidivism of convicted
offenders." In the magazine Public Interest (1974), he stated, "rehabilitative efforts that have
been reported so far have no appreciable effect on recidivism." The way that | read this is: the
ineffective ‘programs’ supplied by the prisons (or whomever else) did not impact the already low
(compared to today) recidivism rate. He said that no single thing works because we are unique.
We are not robots. One thing that always works is 100% pro-social: it's us working together!

EMPLOYMENT AND EDUCATION REDUCE RECIDIVISM Only YOU "reduce
recidivism”. You and nothing else. It is up to you to utilize education or employment
opportunities to support your reentry success; YOU get full credit for how you apply your gifts.
After all, employment and higher education did not keep Jeff Skilling, Bernie Madoff, Martha
Stewart, Bill Cosby, Charles Kushner, or several elected representatives, out of prison.

CRIMINOGENIC NEEDS Incarcerated people have basic human needs; the same needs
we all have. You are not different. This is yet another attempt to scientize othering.

Myth: EXPERTS KNOW WHAT'S BEST

Experts have agendas. Always consider who is paying the 'expert'. Non-profit status does not
automatically indicate integrity. Professional ‘fixers' are often poor listeners. Prisons, schools and
hospitals tell us what we need, they rarely ask what we think or feel. How can they 'help' if they
don't hear? We can learn to listen to ourselves and each other by asking questions. We can
work, care, and grow together to build our capacity for complexity, cooperation, constructive
learning, critical thinking, and agency! We are the 'experts' we've been waiting for.
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EDUCATE YOURSELF!

Once you have learned to ask questions - relevant and appropriate and substantial questions — you have
learned how to learn and no one can keep you from learning whatever you want or need to know.
- Neil Postman

You either learn your way towards writing your own script in life, or you unwittingly become an actor in
someone else's script. - John Taylor Gatto

College Correspondence Courses: Be sure to ask about the Pell Grant!

Adams State University
Correspondence Education Program
208 Edgemont Blvd., Suite 3000
Alamosa, CO 81101

Free non-credit courses!
College Guild

P.O. Box 696
Brunswick, ME 04011

719-587-7671

https://www.adams.edu/academics/print-based/prison-college-program/

Colorado State University-Pueblo
Division of Extended Studies
2200 Bonforte Blvd

Pueblo, CO 81001-4901
719.549.2100
csupueblo.edu/extended-studies

Freshman Year For Free!

MODERN STATES and the CLEP exam - Modern States’ program: Freshman

Ohio University Correctional Education

Haning Hall 102

1 Ohio University Dr.

Athens, OH 45701
800.444.2420

ohio.edu/online/programs/print/correctional

www.modernstates.org
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Year For Free, is intended to let students earn up to one year of college credit without tuition or textbook
expense. They provide recorded courses, and the cost of testing, using CLEP exams (see below). Free
to all who qualify! You can start studying for the courses below now!

Get college credit with

m what you already

know!

CLEP offers 33 exams in five subject
areas at over 1,800 college test centers,
covering material generally taught in the
first two years of college. By passing a
CLEP exam, you can earn 3to 12
college credits. Exams cost $80. There
are text exams for you to use to prepare.

College-Level Examination Program (CLEP)
P.O. Box 6600

Princeton, NJ 08541-6600

Phone: 800-257-9558 or 212-237-1331

clep.collegeboard.org

Amenican Literature

Analyzing and Interpreting Literature

College Composition and
Meodular English Literature

Humanities Forsign Languages
French Language (Levels 1 and 2)

German Language (Levels 1 and 2)
Spanish Language (Levels 1 and 2)

History and Sodal Sciences
Amencan Government
Human Growth and Development
Intrz to Educational Psychology
Intreduction fo Psychology
Introduction i Sociology
Principles of Macroeconomics
Principles of Microsconomics
Social Scences and History
History of the Uinited States |
Early Colonization to 1877
History of the Uinited States |1
1865 to the Present

List of C| FP Fxams: Match with OpenCourse\Wars Classesl

Westem Chilization |

Ancient Mear Eastto 1848

Westem Civilization [

1248 1o the Present
Science and Mathematics
Biclogy
Caleulus
Chemistry
Caollege Algebra
Callege Mathematics
Matural Scisnces
Pre-calculus
Business
Finamcial Accounting
Introductory Business Law
Infomniation Systams and

Computer Applications
Principles of BManagement
Principles of Marketing

THE FAIR SHAKE WEBSITE ALSO LISTS MANY FREE ONLINE LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES!
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MODERN STATES + CLEP exam

-5 Freshman Year Free™!!!

Modern States Education Alliance is a non-profit dedicated to making a high-quality college education free
of cost and accessible to any person who seeks one. Its founding principle is that access to affordable
education is fundamental to any philosophy that respects all individuals, and fundamental to the American

dream.

Modern States’ program, Freshman Year for Free™, is
intended to let students earn up to one year of college
credit without tuition or textbook expense.

Modern States is partnering with edX, the leading online
learning platform founded by Harvard and MIT. Modern
States has given edX the money to complete the
development of more than 30 high quality freshman
college courses, taught by some of the world’s leading
universities and professors. Each course includes
online lectures, quizzes, tests, and other features.
Textbooks and materials will also be provided online,
free of charge.

The courses are designed to prepare students for the
major “Advanced Placement” (AP)* or “College Level
Examination Program” (CLEP)* tests offered by the
College Board, including subjects such as History,
Computer Science, Math, English and Economics.

According to the College Board, more than 2,000
traditional colleges and universities already offer credit
to students who pass AP and CLEP tests. Students can
take one course or many courses from Modern States,
and then — by passing the AP or CLEP exams — can
begin with up to a full year’'s worth of credit after they
enroll in traditional college, making Modern States an
“on-ramp” to college. Modern States hopes to provide
links for students to tutoring, mentoring and college
advising groups as well.

Modern States
787 Seventh Avenue 49th Floor
New York, New York 10019

Open to Everyone

In short, Modern States works like a global digital public
library of great college courses. Enrollment in Modern
States courses will be “massively open” to all people
without regard to age, location, family income,
nationality, prior credits or other factors. The courses
may also provide a critical “road back” for students who
have left the traditional US college system. Modern
States is not in opposition to any traditional college and
recognizes that a four-year residential experience at an
established university is the preferred alternative.
However, such an opportunity is out of reach for many
people, given the high cost of tuition and other factors.

Modern States was initially conceived and funded by
businessman and philanthropist Steve Klinsky (the CEO
of Modern States), but has grown as an alliance with the
guidance and support of other education and foundation
leaders. College systems with over two million students
have affiliated with Modern States Education Alliance,
including systems in New York, Texas, Ohio, Indiana
and Tennessee.

Working closely with Klinsky is Pulitzer Prize
winner David Vise, Executive Director of Modern
States. The author of four books, Vise was a
reporter at The Washington Post for more than
20 years before joining the investment firm New
Mountain Capital as a Senior Advisor.

Modern States is a philanthropy intended to increase

global access to high quality education and seeks to
partner with others who share its goals.

www.modernstates.org

As of this writing, CLEP tests are not offered in prisons.

Let's change that!


http://www.modernstates.org/

HOUSING

Like the Fair Shake Find A Job page, the Housing Search page lists search engines to find
housing near you. In addition to the websites listed below, there is a lot more information in
the Resource Directory and in Reentry Guides section below the Search Box.

Aunt Bertha

. Aunt Bertha is a social care network that connects people and programs —
making it easy for people to find social services in their communities. To do
this, we’ve verified and added hundreds of thousands of programs covering
every county in the US.

2-1-1

A phone number and a website! Not sure
where to turn? We are here for you.

211 receives more requests for help
with finding housing or shelter or

Get Connected. Get Help.™ paying utilities bills (over 4.4 million
each year) than for any other issue.

Homeless Shelters and Service Organizations:
National list of homeless shelters and other services homelessshelterdirectory.org/

Find the Housing Authority Near You! A nearly-complete list. Some others are

located on the Fair Shake website under State and Local Reentry Guides.
https://www.hud.gov/program offices/public indian housing/phal/contacts

Section 8: Frequently Asked Questions

What is Section 8 Housing?

The actual name of the program commonly known as “Section 8" is the
Housing Choice Voucher Program, a federally funded program that
subsidizes rent for eligible participants. It is designed to assist very low-
income families or individuals. A housing subsidy is paid directly to the
landlord on behalf of a participating family/individual.

How do | apply for Section 8 housing?
Contact your local Public Housing Authority.

For further assistance, contact the Housing and Urban Development office nearest you.

Does my criminal record ban me from public housing? sf
There are only 2 convictions for which a PHA must prohibit admission: 4 &
o If any member of the household is subject to a lifetime registration requirement under a ction 8
State sex offender registration program; and, if,,J."gi,,,,,,
e |f any household member has ever been convicted of drug-related criminal activity for
manufacturing or production of methamphetamine on the premises of federally assisted housing.


https://www.fairshake.net/employment/
https://www.fairshake.net/reentry-resources/search-for-a-resource/
https://www.auntbertha.com/
https://www.211.org/
http://www.homelessshelterdirectory.org/
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/public_indian_housing/pha/contacts
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/public_indian_housing/pha/contacts
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/public_indian_housing/pha/contacts
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/public_indian_housing/pha/contacts
https://www.211.org/
https://www.auntbertha.com/
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Additional items to add to your list!

1. List the gifts that you bring with you! ® 9

¢ Include your courage, determination and authenticity.

e Your ability to listen well and offer the greatest gift a person
can give: your attention.

e The special tools and skills you've developed to share with
employers, coworkers, customers and clients.

¢ Expanded knowledge, compassion and commitment to
those who are close to you.

e The unique perspective, and pro-social community-building
skills that you have to construct the future with others!

2. Prepare for tough times. Write down book titles, articles, names of friends and family, and
community resources you can turn to when things are tough; or when you feel down or
vulnerable. When it's difficult to reach out to people; books may be a good place to start.

3. Check for "Over-Confidence". It's crucial to be confident...but foolish to be over-confident!
Here are a couple of ideas to locate and address possible points of overconfidence:

+ Play "Devil's Advocate". Be critical and pessimistic. If possible, solicit the help of a friend or
a young person. (In general, the young are better at this than adults.)

+ Resist comparing yourself to others. Everyone does things differently!

+ Listen to, and address, concerns or criticisms from others. This doesn't mean you need to argue
with them or change course. Just check to see if you are fully considering their perspective.

+ Mix modesty and humility with enthusiasm.

4. Remember: you've KEY Fsn
got a lot of choices @ - LIFE PATHS CLOSED TO YOU =i
ahead! There's always LIEE BATHE GREN TO YOU
more than one option,
and almost always more
than two. Try to find at
least 4 options from L
which you can build or :
blend options to create
your best opportunities!

Image from Tim Urban's
Wait But Why website:
waitbutwhy.com THE PAST THE FUTURE




AGENCY and ACTION

What can we do,
with what we have,
where we are,
right now g

*** \We can get ready for change; ready to build what comes next;
ready for the unknown! We can read, write, plan, draw, and think —
as a strategic problem solver and community building collaborator.

*** We can stay flexible...mentally and physically...so that whatever
comes, we will be ready and able to adjust and contribute.

*** \We can reflect, and deepen our understanding and compassion.

*** \We can consider the things that we would most love to give our
deep attention to and consider how our unique gifts could bring strength
to the areas we are most passionate about.

*** We can gather tools and build skills that we will need such as
attending to issues with anxiety, depression, loneliness, self-doubt; or
deepening skills we already have and which are so hard to find such as
listening and caring.

*** \We could learn something important for community building, so we
can share it with any community we join.

*** Feel free to reach out to Fair Shake to see if we can connect you
with a group of people who are working in the area where you would
like to invest your efforts: outreach@fairshake.net.

Wishing you all the best through your transitions to come! Your
success is important to me...and to our future together. Ubuntu!



Employment - Employment Services

We are dedicated to helping you find your next
career! The National Urban League is a historic
civil rights organization dedicated to elevating the
standard of living in historically underserved urban
communities. Founded in 1910, the National Urban
League spearheads the effort of its local affiliates
through the development of programs, public
policy research and advocacy.
http://www.nuljobsnetwork.com/

Employment - Employment Services
3601 Edison Road Suite H

South Bend, IN 46615

Phone: 574-271-7700

Fax: 574-271-7705

Email: SouthBend@elwoodstaffing.com
http://www.elwoodstaffing.com

Employment - Licensing Information

Find information about professional licensing and
business permits.

http://www.in.gov/pla/

Employment - Temporary Staffing Agency
3310 Hickory Road, Suite B3

Mishawaka, Indiana 46545

1-574-282-2761

http://www.spherion.com

Employment - Workforce Development

Job seeker resources, training, GED, job fairs and
much more.

https://www.in.gov/dwd/

Food - Food Pantry

There are several food pantries and food banks in
the state of Indiana!
https://www.foodpantries.org/st/indiana

Health - Free/Sliding Scale Clinic

1,400 Free and Charitable Clinics and Pharmacies
provide access to healthcare for uninsured and
underinsured people in communities across the
U.S. Find one near you!

https://nafcclinics.org/

Health - Free/Sliding Scale Dental Clinic

We continuously update our website with new
information on dental clinics. Many of the
resources for dental care are free, but many are
based on income and/or discounted in other
manners. Please review the listings and contact
the dental clinics through the websites provided
(and/or phone numbers listed), to obtain full
details. We do not offer guidance. If you find any of
our information improper, or if you have any
question, please email us at
support@thedentistsnearme.com. We will
immediately reply to your email.
https://www.usdentalservice.com/?gclid=EAlalQob
ChMlyaH1p9 k9glVWZcAABOIrglFEAEYASAAEgKT7c
vD_BwE

Health - Reduced Cost Medication

(888) 311-6224 x115

Save an average of 15-55% on your prescriptions!
PLint a free card or download the app to your
phone.

Employment - Employment Services
309 W. University Dr

Mishawaka, IN 46545

Branch Hours

7:30am - 5pm Monday - Friday

Phone: (574) 247-0816

Fax: (574) 247-0960
http://www.spartanstaffing.com

Employment - Employment Services

America Works includes work readiness training,
vocational training, career placement, career
advancement, and employment retention services.
Our mission is to equip each individual who comes
to our offices with the right tools so that they are
able to provide for themselves and their loved
ones. People find employment, and employers find
talent! Due to the Coronavirus Pandemic, you
must contact the office first before you can engage
in in-person services. Click on the link above to
find the location nearest to you.
https://americaworks.com/virtual-contact-info/

Employment - Temporary Staffing Agency
We are always in need of dependable people who
are ready to serve the growing needs of our
customers. Labor Ready is an equal opportunity
employer and encourages diverse candidates to
apply for employment.

800-24-LABOR
http://www.laborready.com/jobs/search?q=Indiana

Employment - Workforce Development
402 West Washington St.

Room W195

Indianapolis, IN 46204

317-232-2655

http://www.in.gov/dol/

Food - Donate Food

Find local pantries, soup kitchens, food shelves,
food banks and other food help.
https://www.foodpantries.org/st/indiana

Health - Crisis Hotline

Domestic Violence Hotline 1-800-799-7233(SAFE)
StrongHearts Native Helpline 1-844-7NATIVE
(1-844-762-8483)

Runaway Safeline 1-800-RUNAWAY /
1-800-786-2929

Human Trafficking Hotline 1-888-373-7888

Child Abuse Hotline - 1-800-4-A-CHILD
(1-800-422-4453)

(S&bss;?nce Abuse Treatment - 1-800-662-HELP
Center for Missing and Exploited Children (NCMEC)
Hotline - 800-8435678

(Seé(ug)l Assault Telephone Hotline - 800-656-HOPE
467

Suicide Prevention Lifeline Hotline - 800-273-8255
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/acf-hotlines-helplines

Health - Free/Sliding Scale Clinic

Clinics listed on our website offer services for free
or at a reduced rate. Many clinics are operate
under a sliding scale schedule. This means that
costs to patients are calculated based on income.
https://www.freeclinics.com/


http://www.nuljobsnetwork.com/

https://www.americasdrugcard.org/index.aspx

Reentry Resource - Multiple Resources
Available

Search for benefits in Education, Grants, Loans,
Social Security, Housing and Utilities, Employment
and Career Development, Financial Assistance and
more.

https://www.benefits.gov/categories

Reentry Resource - Multiple Resources
Available

Scroll down the page to find your state. Titles in
the left column will lead you to resources available
nationwide.

If you scroll down the page to find your state
name, you can click on that for statewide
resources.

https://www.needhelppayingbills.com/index.html

Reentry Resource - Multiple Resources
Available

211 connects you with thousands of nonprofit and
government services in your area. If you want
personal assistance call the three-digit number
211 or 877-947-2211. A friendly voice to talk with
you 24/7/365.

https://in211.communityos.org/

Shelter - Energy Assistance

The Energy Assistance Program (EAP) can help you
pay your heat and electric bills! EAP is a
federally-funded program through the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS)
called the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance
Program (LIHEAP). EAP provides a one-time annual
benefit that can assist you with the high cost of
home energy and can help if you are
disconnected, or are about to get disconnected.
However, an EAP benefit will not cover all of your
annual heating and electrics costs, so you should
continue to pay your bills regularly.
https://www.in.gov/ihcda/homeowners-and-renters
/I0>N—income—home—energy—assistance—program—lihe
ap

Shelter - Homeless Shelter

The Homeless Shelter Directory provides listings
for Homeless Shelters and Homeless Service
Organizations around the country. This includes
supportive resources.
http://www.homelessshelterdirectory.org

Shelter - Low Income Housing

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development

451 7th Street S.W.

Washington, DC 20410

Telephone: (202) 708-1112 TTY: (202) 708-1455
Find the HUD office near you!
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD

Shelter - Low Income Housing

Housing Works fights for funding and legislation to
ensure that all people living with HIV/AIDS have
access to quality housing, healthcare, HIV
prevention, and treatment, among other lifesaving
services.

Health - Narcotics Anonymous

Join the millions who have found comfort and hope
within these nonjudgmental communities and have
successfully freed themselves from the struggles
of addiction. Find local NA meetings by location,
day of the week, and time.
https://findrecovery.com/na-meetings/

Health - Reduced Cost Medication

HELPLINE (800) 503-6897 in English or Spanish.
Find help with the cost of medicine! We offer a
free drug discount card that may help you obtain a
substantially lower price on your medications.
https://www.needymeds.org/drug-discount-card

Reentry Resource - Multiple Resources
Available

Our findhelp technology powers Americas leading
social care network. Our network features more
than 300,000 free and reduced-cost programs in
all 50 U.S. states, territories, and Puerto Rico,
powering social care systems for hundreds of
customers nationwide.
https://www.findhelp.org/find-social-services/indian
a

Reentry Resource - Multiple Resources
Available

Find a variety of resources from shelter to food to
employment to clothing

and much more.
http://www.dismassouthbend.org/images/Documen
ts/elkhart reentry providers 2-1-2012.pdf

Reentry Resource - Programs

Dismas House of South Bend

PO Box 4571

South Bend, IN 46634

574-233-8522

URC volunteers discovered that there was a great
need for a safe place for offenders to go upon their
release.

http://www.dismassouthbend.org/

Shelter - Financial Counseling

HUD sponsors housing counseling agencies
throughout the country that can provide advice on
buying a home, renting, defaults, foreclosures, and
credit issues. This link sends you to a page that
allows you to select a list of agencies for each
state. You may search more specifically for a
reverse mortgage counselor or if you are facing
foreclosure, search for a foreclosure avoidance
counselor.
http://hud.gov/offices/hsg/sfh/hcc/hcs.cfm?weblista
ction=summary

Shelter - Housing Authority
Find a HUD location near you.
https://www.hud.gov/states

Shelter - Low Income Housing

Mercy Housing Gives a Home to Low-Income
Families, Seniors, Individuals, and People with
Special Needs Nationwide. Our mission is to create
stable, vibrant and healthy communities by
providing affordable, service-enriched housing.
https://www.mercyhousing.org/regional-offices/



http://www.housingworks.org/

Shelter - Shelters

We provide an online directory of shelters in
Indiana.
https://www.shelterlist.com/state/indiana

Shelter - Transitional Housing

1-855-860-3119

Transitional, sober housing provides supportive
housing along with drug and alcohol treatment for
selective locations.
https://www.transitionalhousing.org/state/indiana

Shelter - Low Income Housing

Find low income apartments in Indiana along with
non profit organizations that help with low income
housing along with HUD apartments, public
housing apartments, public housing authorities,
and housing assistance agencies.
https://www.lowincomehousing.us/IN.html

Shelter - Transitional Housing

Dismas House

521 South St. Joseph Street

South Bend, IN 46601

(574) 233-8522

Transitional housing program that serves
individuals recently released from incarceration.
Our ultimate goal is for those we serve to remain
free from incarceration by becoming self-sufficient,
productive members of society. It is our
family-oriented, holistic approach that makes the
Dismas model unique. From the moment a new
resident walks through the door until the day they
leave, Dismas is home to our residents - they are
family forever.
http://www.dismas.org/about/contact

Shelter - Transitional Housing

Transitional housing is supportive housing that
helps fight homelessness. Find transitional
housing in your state by clicking on the link! We
have over 6,864 transitional housing locations in
our database. We also provide as much
information on each housing location along with
pictures.

https://www.transitionalhousing.org/





http://www.grammarbook.com/grammar/effWrite.asp
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COMPANY OR
EMPLOYER NAME: POSITION APPLIED FOR:

APPLICANT TELEPHONE:

Employment Application s sccurm e

YOUR NAME:
Last First Middle
ADDRESS: ARE YOU LEGALLY ELIGIBLE FOR EMPLOYMENT IN THE U.S.A.?
|:| Yes |:| No (If yes, verification will be required.)
| AM SEEKING A PERMANENT POSITION: |:| Yes |:| No

IF NECESSARY FOR THE JOB | AM ABLE TO:

Work (which shifts)?

Are you able to perform the essential functions

of the position with or without accommodations? Work overtime?
|:| Yes I:I No Provide a valid Alaska Drivers License?
IF NECESSARY FOR THE JOB, ARE YOU OVER (Please mark one) 14 15 16_ 18 19 21
I WILL BE ABLE TO REPORT TO WORK DAYS AFTER BEING NOTIFIED THAT | AM HIRED.
EDUCATION: Yrs. Completed Field of Study Graduate or Degree
High School

College/University

Business/Technical

Other (May include grammar school)

MILITARY SERVICE: |:| Yes |:| No

Duty/Specialized Training:

REFERENCES: List two personal references who are not relatives or former supervisors.

Name Address Telephone Occupation Years known
Name Address Telephone Occupation Years known
EMPLOYMENT: List last employment first. Include summer or temporary jobs. Be sure all your experience or employers related

to this job are listed here, in the summary (following this section), or use an extra sheet of paper if necessary.

Employer Name and Address Position Title/Duties Skills Dates Employed
from to

Reason for leaving

Supervisor's Name: Telephone:
Employer Name and Address Position Title/Duties Skills Dates Employed
from to
Reason for leaving
Supervisor's Name: Telephone:

Developed at employer request by the Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Employment Security Division genapp (r03/00)



EMPLOYMENT CONTINUED...

Employer Name and Address Position Title/Duties Skills Dates Employed
from to

Reason for leaving

Supervisor's Name: Telephone:
Employer Name and Address Position Title/Duties Skills Dates Employed
from to
Reason for leaving
Supervisor's Name: Telephone:

Summarize other
employment related to this job:

Types of computers, other electronic or mechanical
equipment that you are qualified to operate or repair:

Typing speed: per minute.

Professional Licenses, Certifications or Registrations:

Additional skills including supervision skills, other languages, or information
regarding the career/occupation you wish to bring to the employer's attention:

In case of accident or illness please contact: Name: Daytime phone:

Address: Relationship:

Information to the applicant: As part of our procedure for processing your employment application, your personal and employment
references may be checked. If you have misrepresented or omitted any facts on this application, and are subsequently hired, you
may be discharged from your job. You may make a written request for information derived from the checking of your references.

If necessary for employment, you may be required to: supply your birth certificate or other proof of authorization to work in the US,
have a physical examination and/or a drug test, or to sign a conflict of interest agreement and abide by its terms.

| understand and agree to the information shown above:

Signature: Date:

Equal Employment Opportunity: While many employers are required by federal law to have an Affirmative Action Program, all
employers are required to provide equal employment opportunity and may ask your national origin, race and sex for planning and
reporting purposes only. This information is optional and failure to provide it will have no affect on your application for employment.

Employer Section:

Developed at employer request by the Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Employment Security Division genapp (r08/02)
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Interview Tips

Before you head to your interview, ask yourself these questions:

Do you really want this job?

Are you qualified for the job?

Do you believe you can get the job?

What attitude and information must you deliver to the employer to get the job?

Are you ready for your interview?

If you decide you really want to get this job, consider these tips:

1.

Keep your answers short yet full of information, unless you are asked to clarify. Try to put yourself in
the interviewer’s shoes; asking the same questions of many applicants! Fine tune your answers to
the Sample Interview Questions and bring your authenticity and vitality to the interview.

Determine what your key strengths and assets are. Be sure to state them confidently a couple of
times throughout the interview.

Prepare for a variety of interview questions. Consider the challenges you have overcome, the
difficult interpersonal situations that you resolved with others, and several success stories.

Describe specific situations and accomplishments. Generalities fail to show the interviewer your
strengths and assets and how they can benefit the company and the position that is available.

Put yourself on their team. Show how you fit in with the existing work environment and company
culture. During the interview, align your language with the language of the team.

Observe your non-verbal communication. Are you saying what you mean to say? Practice
answering some of the Sample Interview Questions in front of a mirror to see if your eyes and your
gestures agree with your words.

Ask questions. Is this where you want to work? Find out what you need to know to accept the job.
Also, the interviewer will see that you are taking interest in the company and work environment.
That is an important quality in a team player.

Be sure to talk WITH the interviewer and not AT the interviewer. Interviews are stressful enough for
both parties. Keep it human.

Research the company. Is it a right fit for you? Can you get behind the mission of the company?
How much can you know about the work and the work environment before the interview?

10. Apply for jobs that you are skilled for and that you can appreciate...even if only as a stepping stone

to your next job. If you truly want the job, you must be able to compete successfully with your
competition. Authenticity shines through your words and your non-verbal communication.

www.fairshake.net "Interview Tips" from the Fair Shake Reentry Packet
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Sample Interview Questions

The interview is your chance to show an employer your unique qualities and it is also the time you can
ask more about the employer, the company culture and the job you are applying for. Before you
interview be sure to find out all you can about the company so you understand who they are, and also
so the interviewer knows you care.

Interviews can be stressful; the best way to manage that stress is to be prepared. If you are ready to
answer the questions below you will be prepared for most of the questions that might come up.

There are many variables that make finding a job even more complicated if you have a criminal
record. How much should you disclose and when should you disclose it? How do you explain your
criminal record and still land a job? How do you address it during an interview? We explore these
questions and more at the end of this document.

Possible Interview Questions: About the Job and the Company
«  Why did you apply for this job?
« What experience, skills and characteristics do you possess to do the job?
«  Why do you think you are the best person for this job?
«  Why should we hire you?
« What have your learned about our company?
» How do you see your role in joining this or any company?
« Describe good customer service.
» Describe handling a challenge with a co-worker
« Are you willing to travel?
« Do you have any limitations that would inhibit you from doing this job?
+ How long do you think you would like to be employed by this company?

Possible Interview Questions: About You
» Tell me about yourself.
« What are you passionate about?
«  Whatis your greatest strength? What is your greatest weakness?
« What do you do when you’re angry?
» If you know your supervisor is wrong about something, how would you handle it?
» Describe a difficult work situation and how you dealt with it.
» Describe your work style.
» How would you describe the pace at which you work?
« How do you handle stress and pressure?
« Tell me about how you worked effectively under pressure.
« What motivates you? Are you self-motivated?
« What are your salary expectations? (if it is not listed with the job posting)
« What types of decisions are difficult for you? What types are easy?
« If you could relive the last 10 years of your life, what would you do differently?
» If the people who know you were asked why you should be hired, what would they say?
« Do you prefer to work independently or with others?
« Tell me about your ideal work environment.
+ How do you evaluate success?
« What are your career goals? How do you plan to achieve these goals?
« Give an example of a goal you reached and tell me how you achieved it.
» Give an example of a goal you didn't meet and how you handled it.
« Give an example of how you set goals and achieve them.
« How do you handle a challenge?

www.fairshake.net "Sample Interview Questions" from the Fair Shake Reentry Packet
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Possible Interview Questions: Your Work History

« Tellme about ___ company listed on your resume.

« What were your duties, responsibilities, expectations...for the position and as an employee?

« What challenges did you face? How did you handle them?

« What did you like about this job? What did you dislike about this job?

« What was your biggest accomplishment at this job? At any job?

« What were your favorite and least favorite aspects about the people you worked with, including
supervisors?

»  What attributes to you like to see in a supervisor?

»  What do you expect from a supervisor?

« Tell me a little about your favorite and least favorite supervisor.

«  Why did you leave this job? (why did you quit or why were you fired?)

« Have you been in a position when you did not have enough work to do? What did you do with
your time?

+ Have you made a mistake? How did you handle it?

» Have you ever dealt with company policy you weren't in agreement with? How?

« Have you gone above and beyond the call of duty? If so, how?

»  When you worked on multiple projects how did you prioritize?

+ How did you handle meeting a tight deadline?

+ What do you do when your schedule is interrupted? Give an example of how you handle it.

« Tell me about a difficult situation with a co-worker? How did you handle it?

« Tell me about your experience working with a team.

« Have you motivated employees or co-workers? Tell me about it.

« Give me an example of when you did and when you didn't listen.

« Have you handled a difficult situation with a co-worker? How?

« Have you handled a difficult situation with a supervisor? How?

« Have you handled a difficult situation with another department? How?

« Have you handled a difficult situation with a client or vendor? How?

Possible Interview Questions: Incarceration
« Why were you incarcerated?
« What did you learn from that experience?
« Do you have challenges or limitations that could affect your work schedule?
« What have you been doing to prepare for employment since you came home?
»  Were you employed or in school when you were incarcerated? If so, tell me about your work.
Tell me about your education.

lllegal questions:
* What s your age?
¢ How many children do you have? Are you pregnant?
¢ How much do you weigh? How tall are you?
* Do you live with anyone? Who?
¢ Are you married or in a relationship?
Legal alternatives:
e Are you over 18 years old?
¢ Can you lift 60 pounds?
» Is there anything that might interfere with your work schedule?

www.fairshake.net "Sample Interview Questions" from the Fair Shake Reentry Packet
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Related to Your Criminal Record

An employer may not ask questions about a previous arrest or conviction. They may ask if you have
been convicted of specific crimes if they are relevant to the position being applied for. An employer
may not refuse employment to someone just because they have a criminal record.

Lisa Pollan, site coordinator at LIFT-DC, says they encourage formerly incarcerated clients to collect
"evidence of rehabilitation." This evidence should prove to employers that the client has changed
since their offense and is now a responsible member of society. Evidence of rehabilitation can include:

» letters of recommendation from employers or advocates

« proof of training program completion/certificates (including during incarceration)

« participation in a mentoring or support group

For Job Applications, LIFT-DC counsels clients to do the following:
* Only answer what is asked: If a question asks if you have been convicted of a felony, you

can say no if you only have misdemeanors. If a question asks if you have been convicted of a
felony in the last seven years, and you were convicted 10 years ago, answer no.

* Answer truthfully: A company may hire ex-offenders but have a policy of terminating anyone
who lies on an application.

* Demonstrate change: If you answer a question about your record by writing, "Yes, but | got
my GED while | was incarcerated," you show that you are educated, focused and want to make
positive changes in your life. You can also attach a written explanation of your situation, and
proof of your rehabilitation.

Check out LIFT-DC for more tips on interviewing! http://www.liftcommunities.org/

From the National Reentry Resource Center:
http://www.nationalreentryresourcecenter.org/fags/employment-and-education#Q8

How should job-seekers respond to questions regarding past convictions?

» Acknowledge the previous mistakes in a concise and businesslike way
¢ mention any relevant skills or interests developed while in prison or prior to entering prison
e reinforce a commitment and an interest in the new job, by stating, for example, "I'm more ma-

ture now and my top priority is to work at [company] to use my abilities, focus on the work, and
make a fresh start."

Applicants should be familiar with their criminal history to answer accurately specific questions on job
applications and in interviews.

Race/Religion

An employer may not ask you about your religion but it may come up if they ask you what days/times
you are available. An employer may not judge you for being a part of any race or religion but may
decide not to hire you if you are unavailable for any crucial time for the position you are applying.

www.fairshake.net "Sample Interview Questions" from the Fair Shake Reentry Packet


http://www.nationalreentryresourcecenter.org/faqs/employment-and-education#Q8
http://www.liftcommunities.org/

% FO | rS h d ke Interview Questions for You to Ask

REENTRY RESOURCE CENTER 11

Interview Questions for You to Ask

In an interview both you and the employer are finding out about each other. Asking these
questions will show general interest in the business, and the team you are applying to work
with. These questions show you care about the position and how you might fit. Asking
questions will also help you understand if you think the environment is suitable for you.

Please tell me important information | should consider about working with this company:

» On average, how long do people keep the position for which | am applying?

* What strengths and skills do you think | should have to best fill this position?

* What employee qualities are encouraged here?

» Is this a friendly environment or are people pretty serious?

* Would you tell me about the challenges | might find working here?

* Which companies, products or services are our competitors?

* Is there an opportunity for promotion from this position?

* How often will | be evaluated?

* What are the businesses strengths? What aspects need improvement?

e What will be expected of me in the first 3 months? 6 months? Year?

» Are we encouraged to participate in things outside of work, like a softball league?

* In what ways does the company recognize and honor work that has been done?

* Will | have an employment agreement?

«  Will | work with alone or with a group?

*  Who will | report to? What kind of person are they?

» Are we anticipating any major changes in the workplace?

* How many applicants do you have for this position?

« What training do you provide?

» Does the company provide or support higher education or advanced training for
employees?

* |s there anything else | can provide you to help you make a decision?

* How soon can | expect to hear from you?

Not all of these questions would apply to any one position. These questions are just

examples to either pick from or open your mind to asking questions that will help you make
sure the job is acceptable for you!

www.fairshake.net "Interview Questions for You to Ask" from the Fair Shake Reentry Packet
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Fair Shake Employer Support

All of this information and much more can be found at https://www.fairshake.net/employers

Although tremendous responsibility is on the shoulders of those transitioning from prison to
society, their success is made possible only when the entire community is involved.

Employers have the opportunity to help create one of the first and most stable bridges to reentry
success. Fair Shake supports an employer’s desire to understand formerly incarcerated applicants
by offering tools and information to help you make informed, careful hiring decisions.

Fair Shake has also created tools for our members to more fully demonstrate their character than
may be available on a standard job application through our free “office in the clouds”, which
includes a Personal Web Page.

The FAIR SHAKE PERSONAL WEB PAGE (PWP): What you learn about these applicants

Building a Fair Shake personal web page is not an easy feat! Formerly incarcerated people who
create this page demonstrate many things to you:

e HONESTY: They are open, honest and direct by letting you know s/he has been
incarcerated. As you may well imagine, this takes an enormous amount of courage. We
know that honesty is imperative to building trust. Is honesty something you are looking for
in your employees?

e SELF-MOTIVATION: Creating this page demonstrates the applicant’s perseverance
tenacity, and desire to succeed. S/he had no coercion in building this page; there was no
class for it nor did anyone recommend they do this. They built the page of their own volition.

e TECH-SKILLS: A variety of computer skills were required to create the Personal Web Page
including: scanning, storage, typing, and understanding ‘cloud’ technology; to name a few.

e HUMANNESS: In addition to the above, the applicant offers information here that describes
more than skills and experiences; you learn who they are and what they bring to your
organization. This information is very important in building company culture, but is not
requested on standard job applications.

Why hire a formerly incarcerated person?

To keep your options open for hiring the best possible candidate!
Many formerly incarcerated people have received extensive training
Many formerly incarcerated people are motivated to work

Many formerly incarcerated people have a job coach or advisor

Support is available for training and reducing risk

www.fairshake.net 95
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Fidelity Bonding Program
The Fidelity Bonding Program offers six months of free bonding support to businesses across
the country to lower their risk when hiring applicants who have been incarcerated.
Federal Fidelity Bonding Program: http://bonds4jobs.com
Bonding can:

e Reduce your risk when you hire formerly incarcerated people

e Provide six months of FREE insurance against employee theft

e Be obtained quickly and easily by just a phone call to confirm your hire

To bond a formerly incarcerated new hire today call toll-free: 877-US2-JOBS (877-872-5627)

Work Opportunity Tax Credit (WOTC)

The WOTC is a special tax credit available for hiring former felons (and others) and must occur
within one year of their release date. The WOTC is available to any size business from small
organizations to national corporations. The credit is also available for any type of job. The work can
be full-time, part-time, temporary, or seasonal.

Facts about the WOTC tax credit:

e Employers can save as much as $2,400 in taxes

e Applies to the first year of employment

e The new employee must work 120 hours for the employer to begin to receive credit
Exceptions:

¢ Not for independent contractor work

e Not for a business owned by a close relative

To find out more: http://www.doleta.gov/business/incentives/opptax/wotcEmployers.cfm
Or call: 1-800-829-4933

Employee Training Support
Your business may be eligible for a state or federal training grant (or other funding). To find out
what you may qualify for, check with your Workforce Investment Board, Small Business
Development Center, or economic development agency.

e Workforce Investment Board: http://www.servicelocator.org/contactspartners.asp

e Small Business Development Center: https://www.sba.gov/tools/local-assistance

e Economic Development Agency: https://www.sba.gov/content/economic-development-

agencies

Ban the Box:
Are you ready to remove the box that says ‘Have you ever been convicted of a felony? ’ from your
job application forms? If so, we can help! https://www.fairshake.net/ban-the-box/
On our page you will find:
e Best Practices and Model Policies
Fair Chance Fact Sheet
Community Hiring Model
Which states, cities and counties Ban the Box
Learn from dedicated states like Minnesota who have Banned the Box for both public- and
private-sector jobs. They freely share information for you to do this, too.
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