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Myth: FALSE DICHOTOMIES – The idea that you must choose between two options: Yes or 
No. Good or Bad. Right or Wrong. Candidate A or B. Rise or Fall. With Us or Against Us. 
Science vs Religion. Rational vs. Emotional. Individual vs. Group. and one that I've heard a lot in 
my life: "That's a man's (sport, job, perspective); it's not for women". (a form of yes or no) 
Whenever you need to make a choice, see if you can find 4, 5, or even 10 options! 
 
Myth: WE STOP LEARNING – If I had never touched a flame before I turned 58 years old, I 
would learn to never touch one in the future if I touched one today. We acquire information 
constantly and we organize it into meaning. We may even care enough to find out how what we 
learned relates to what we already know and believe. One thing school failed to teach us is how 
to learn, and how to discern what we learn. The 'information sources' today are louder, strangely 
influential, and grossly incomplete. To get the full picture, we have to dig for information and ask 
good questions, while also trying to avoid getting overwhelmed or trapped. We must keep 
learning, and as we learn, we can learn to live together better! We do not have to accept 
limitations or acceptable levels of suffering. We are NOT STUCK. We can learn…and then 
change…whatever we want. “There is no inevitability as long as there is a willingness to 
contemplate what is happening.” - Marshall McLuhan (author of The Medium is the Message) 
 

Myth: MERITOCRACY ' - The more you learn the more you earn', 'you can make it if you try', 
'pull yourself up', etc. Many ways to reinforce the idea that the people who have the money and 
the stuff are successful because they earned what they have, they got all their money through 
hard work and a shrewd (including a 100% respectful, environmentally-sound and firearms-free!) 
investment strategy. If only. Investing is almost never in line with our humanity values…yet it is 
always in our best interest to invest in humanity. Meritocracy is justified stratification; people 
above others for their achievements. Michael Sandel said: "We've slid into the assumption that 
the money people make is the measure of their contribution to the common good." I wonder how 
the merit idea would work if we increase accolades and 'status' based on care about others? 
 

Myth: INCARCERATION PAYS A 'DEBT TO SOCIETY' - Why do we keep repeating 
this? Members of society believe that incarceration and the judicial system costs them money; 
they do not feel that they have been paid in any way. How could they? The only debt that has 
been paid is the one requested and required by a heartless and hungry punitive system. Society 
has little faith that 'the system' is providing the information necessary to reengage successfully. 
Together, we can change this. The 'justice system' is the only group getting paid.  
 

Myth: WE ARE FRAGILE - The "Helping" Industry relies on us being weak. ACE (Adverse 
Childhood Experiences) scores may describe some aspects of people, but they in no way 
represent who we are. Many of us with high ACE scores have also become even more than 
resilient, we are now anti-fragile because of our challenges.  This means that the adverse 
conditions made us stronger than we would have been without them.  

Myth: TV NEWS INFORMS YOU OF WHAT IS GOING ON All you get from any single 
news source is what they want you to see and believe. What they show us is what their sponsors 
want them to show us. Sponsors demand support, so the advertisements determine the 'news' 
you'll see on TV. Social Media cannot be counted on to inform us of anything but an opinion. To 
get more pieces of the whole story, we must consider information offered by many news sources. 
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Myth: WE NEED AUTHORITY AND MONEY TO 'FIX' OUR CHALLENGES - Why would 
we ask the institutions, and the people who are complicit in maintaining them, to fix the problems 
they created? Winona LaDuke says: "You shouldn't let your dealer tell you what you need." Are we 
frustrated enough yet to work on the solutions together? We've been trained to believe these 
myths: 
- Experts and 'science' have the solutions to our challenges; they will provide the relief for 

our suffering. Q: What if they are the cause of our suffering? 
- Money will fix our problems. Does money build trust, cooperation and feelings of confidence? 

We have gifts to share with each other. Our focus on money continues to take away our power. 
Money does not give us power.  Feelings of agency, support and capability give us power! 

 
Myth: INDIVIDUALISM – Individualism is said to be a “fundamental American principle” so is 
authoritarianism, lying, stealing, false superiority and also the myth of the 'self-made' person and 
"united we stand". 
INTERDEPENDENCE, on the other hand, is a fundamental planetary principle. We can 
easily see our impact on the environment and on each other because of our insatiable pursuit 
of more stuff; a belief created to fill the hole created by 'individualism'. The Rev. Desmond 
Tutu reminded us that "the solitary individual' is a contradiction in terms. 

 
Myth: "FREE-MARKET CAPITALISM” - You'll find that file between Easter Bunny and Santa 
Clause. The game is rigged. Capitalism offers some opportunity, but 'the market' does not 
respond to our needs.  Instead, it manufactures our desires and externalizes unhealthy costs.  

 
Myth: NOTHING WORKS: Roger Martinson wrote, "the represent array of correctional 
treatments has no appreciable effect - positive or negative - on rates of recidivism of convicted 
offenders." In the magazine Public Interest (1974), he stated, "rehabilitative efforts that have 
been reported so far have no appreciable effect on recidivism." The way that I read this is: the 
ineffective ‘programs’ supplied by the prisons (or whomever else) did not impact the already low 
(compared to today) recidivism rate. He said that no single thing works because we are unique.  
We are not robots. One thing that always works is 100% pro-social: it's us working together!  

 
EMPLOYMENT AND EDUCATION REDUCE RECIDIVISM Only YOU "reduce 
recidivism". You and nothing else. It is up to you to utilize education or employment 
opportunities to support your reentry success; YOU get full credit for how you apply your gifts. 
After all, employment and higher education did not keep Jeff Skilling, Bernie Madoff, Martha 
Stewart, Bill Cosby, Charles Kushner, or several elected representatives, out of prison. 

 
CRIMINOGENIC NEEDS Incarcerated people have basic human needs; the same needs 
we all have. You are not different. This is yet another attempt to scientize othering. 

 
Myth: EXPERTS KNOW WHAT'S BEST 
Experts have agendas. Always consider who is paying the 'expert'. Non-profit status does not 
automatically indicate integrity. Professional 'fixers' are often poor listeners. Prisons, schools and 
hospitals tell us what we need, they rarely ask what we think or feel. How can they 'help' if they 
don't hear? We can learn to listen to ourselves and each other by asking questions. We can 
work, care, and grow together to build our capacity for complexity, cooperation, constructive 
learning, critical thinking, and agency! We are the 'experts' we've been waiting for. 
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   Culture Shock! 
 

 

Most of the information Fair Shake shares is for 
everyone to read, because everyone plays an 
important role is creating opportunities for success 
after incarceration.  This document has been 
created to increase generosity and understanding 
between the people who are coming home from 
prison and the people who have not experienced 
prison. Whether family, co-workers, neighbors, or 
friends, it’s important to try to think about how hard  
it must be to ‘hit the ground running’ after living in 
such a stark and controlled environment, while 
gadgets, lingo, and trends are mutating quickly and 
constantly.  
 

In many aspects, life in prison functions in     
  opposite ways to life outside of prison.  
 

Although we cannot grasp what prison culture is 
like, if we can imagine living for several years on a 
confined piece of land surrounded by fences while 
living, working and eating in cement buildings, we 
begin to scratch the surface of a very different daily 
life. Inside prisons (and outside of administrator’s 
offices) we find few, if any, potted plants, curtains, 
pictures on the walls, or carpets on the floors to 
provide a little comfort and absorb sound.  Sleeping 
quarters are often very small, sometimes made 
smaller by the addition of a toilet, a sink and 
possibly another person. Other sleeping spaces can 
include large dormitories filled with dozens of bunk 

beds and little or no privacy or quiet. 
People in prison do things in large groups 
frequently, like dining and going to work, while 
everyone in prison is living within their own unique 
story, too, which may include difficult news from the 
doctor, a lawyer, or family and friends, at any time.  
Oftentimes people must bear their hard news alone.  
 

Prisons have unique cultures, which can vary a 
great deal: over the years, within one institution, 
between institutions, and amidst the types of 
institutions (federal / state; or security levels).   
Not only do the people change, but also the 
philosophy and directive of "corrections".  
 
We all become acculturated or “institutionalized”  
to places where we spend a lot of time: where we 
work, go to school, our neighborhood, etc.  When 
we return home after spending time in another 
culture, our own customs can feel a little strange. 
We can adjust to a wide variety of conditions over 
time and even assume new cultural norms without 
consciously deciding to do so. Just as we need time 
to adjust to a new neighborhood or job, people 
coming home need time, generosity and 
understanding to adjust, too.   
 
We have power!  We can build relationships, trust 
and understanding by reducing expectations and 
projections; and by increasing listening and care.

 

Consider just a small sample of cultural and lifestyle differences: 
 

Persona 
IN PRISON: Survival in some prisons 
may require a tough appearance. 
Gentleness and kindness may  
be perceived to be weak, leading to 
a person being taken advantage of 
mentally, physically, or both. 
Maintaining a stoic exterior, keeping 
thoughts to one’s self can be useful 
in prison. 
 

OUT OF PRISON: Friendliness, 
smiles, and engaging conversations 
can show others we are open to 
interaction. These sociable attributes 
are critical for success many jobs.  
 

Trust 
IN PRISON: Trust is hard to give and 
hard to gain.  Concealment of 
emotions is important in many 
circumstances but it can make trust 
more difficult to attain.   
 

OUT OF PRISON: One of our most 
treasured character traits is honesty. 
Trust is an important element in any 
relationship; whether with family, 
friends, or work-related. We work 
hard to build long- lasting 
relationships. It is within these 
deeper relationships that we can 
learn more about ourselves.  
 

Choices 
IN PRISON: In addition to having an 
established schedule in prison, 
incarcerated people have few 
choices about where to go, what to 
wear, what colors they would like to 
see on the walls, or what they would 
like to eat for breakfast.  
 

OUT OF PRISON: We constantly 
make decisions. Life moves at a 
brisk pace with frequent changes. 
We’re constantly adjusting our plans, 
and re-prioritizing our goals to 
accommodate others and still keep 
time for ourselves. Lots of choice!  
 



Gizmos 
IN PRISON: There are few gizmos.  
One gizmo is the music player. For 
twice the cost that unincarcerated 
people pay for a single song, an 
incarcerated person – who often 
earns about 1/100th of what they 
would earn outside of prison – can 
add a song to their MP3 player.   
Another gizmo is the 'public 
computer', which offers email and 
news within the institution.  The most 
advanced gizmos are the tablets, 
which may or may not be free to the 
user.  They offer email, music and 
movie services that generally come 
with a cost, and may include free 
services, too, such as books from 
Project Gutenberg, prison and 
education programming, or even  
Fair Shake’s free software.  
 

OUT OF PRISON: Gizmos, such as 
phones, tablets and laptops are 
ubiquitous. The devices demand 
attention which many of us eagerly 
provide. They offer non-stop 
distractions from ‘real life’ in the form 
of videos (many of which people 
make and post themselves), TV, 
social media, email, music and radio.  
Gizmos are also able to offer two-
way communication through text, 
voice or video options. 
 

Social Media 
IN PRISON: People watching TV 
together, people reading the same 
article and then talking about it, and 
even teleconferencing visits with 
family or friends are pretty much the 
extent of social media.  
 
OUT OF PRISON: Social media is 
on almost every gizmo, and the 
pressure to join facebook, twitter, 
instagram and linkedin is great.  

Many of us claim social media is 
'pro-social' and boosts our 
awareness of current events and 
their meaning, but it has been tied to 
anxiety, depression and suicide.  
 

Quiet Time 
IN PRISON: Prisons are noisy 
places. They offer few quiet places 
or opportunities for time alone. The 
buildings are made of concrete and 
offer few furnishings to reduce noise. 
When people get upset, they may 
become loud. Many incarcerated 
people keep earplugs with them at all 
times. 
 

OUT OF PRISON: Life is very busy 
and we are constantly interacting; 
the gizmos make sure of that.  We 
have to be strong and determined to 
carve out time to be alone…to reflect 
on our day, our perspective, and life, 
or to sit quietly and listen. Quiet time 
can be rejuvenating and reaffirming. 
 

Care-giving 
IN PRISON: Incarcerated people are 
not able to provide daily, in-person 
physical or emotional care for 
children, partners, parents, or pets. 
 

OUT OF PRISON: Caring for others 
is constantly affirming, taxing, 
challenging, and invigorating! We 
need to be needed, and we feel good 
supporting those we care about. 
Caring for others enhances our 
health! 
 

Humanness 
IN PRISON: Incarcerated people 
may be referred to as "offender", 
inmate, or by their last name or ID 
number. 
  

OUT OF PRISON: We can insist 
upon being treated with respect.  
 

 Physical Contact 
IN PRISON: Affectionate touch is 
brief and has been limited to family 
and close friends when they visit. 
Since COVID began, many visits 
have been replaced with tele-
conferencing. 
 

OUT OF PRISON: Handshakes, 
hugs, back-patting, and other signs 
of affection are welcome and 
encouraged among relatives, friends, 
teammates and colleagues.   
 

Information 
IN PRISON: Incarcerated people can 
access a limited amount of 
information through magazines, 
newspapers, television, radio, and 
letters.  But a person can think, 
weigh options, and philosophize with 
others, and without a gizmo buzzing 
at them constantly. 
 

OUT OF PRISON: We are 
overloaded with information, 
misinformation and disinformation, 
with very few tools to differentiate 
one from another and very little 
desire to hear things from outside of 
our bubble. Online, we have limitless 
reinforcements for our beliefs. 
 

Patience 
IN PRISON: Incarcerated people 
must ask for - and wait for - 
assistance, services, and 
professional help including doctor 
visits, rides to see specialists, 
meetings with administrators, phone 
calls, and daily meals. 
 

OUT OF PRISON: We are impatient. 
We want ‘urgent care’ and we can 
get medical help immediately, if 
necessary.  We arrange meetings 
according to our schedule and we 
can spontaneously do things.

 
 

Consider these similarities, too!  
• In prison, people continue to love children, partners, parents, grandparents, sisters, brothers, other 

relatives, friends, colleagues, clergy, advocates, etc. 
• We all appreciate humor and many of us support our favorite sports people / teams 
• We all feel sad, scared, excited, angry, caring, anxious, blue and vulnerable at times. 
• We are all concerned about safety, security, and the future.  
• We all need - and deserve - feelings of self-worth, agency, dignity and belonging. 



 

CONSTRUCTING  

             ACTIVE  
 

   This is OUR democracy. Every person is important.   
We need your input and engagement to build our future together. 
 

It's clear that the two main political parties in the U.S. – who, by the way, allow for 
no other parties to participate in a meaningful way – are not at all interested in 

increasing citizen participation in our democratic process.  As we have seen throughout this century and the 
final quarter of the last, politicians want to tell us what our choices are, rather than hearing from us what it is 
that we want.   It's easy to see the result of his approach: decreased interest in the political process, 
decreased activity in community-building, greater demand and dependence on government programs, often 
outsourced to private – even 'non-profit' - contractors, school systems arranged to program robots rather 
than nourish our precious, developing children, and a war on information, integrity, critical thinking and 
values through all forms of media.  
 

Who will protect us?  We may find one or two politicians who support community, humanity, and 'E Pluribus 
Unum' but most, even with good intentions, work on 'party-line' projects without thinking or caring about the 
whole; about all citizens building our communities together.   
 

  Citizens do not live in political parties; we live in families, neighborhoods and communities.   
 

Politicians want us to hand over our power to them.  They want us to believe the solutions to our problems 
can only be resolved with money or control.  They want us to believe we lack the knowledge, the experience 
and the capacity to oversee or contribute to the remedies. We are undereducated for this moment in time 
and struggling to figure out who we can trust; who we can follow to a safe place where we can heal and 
grow.  We turn to groups, to ideologies, to politicians and parties to find a safe group.   
 

The two-party system is pitting us against each other and is at the very root of why we are no longer willing 
or able to work on building our commons together.  Are we going to let these two parties hold us back from 
living a better life?  We are smart!  We are capable!  We care!  So why are we becoming less civilized? Isn't 
this what education is for?  We can defend our right to live in a better society. We can solve our problems. 
 

             We have everything we need.  We are the "Savers" that we have been waiting for.  
 

                    Just imagine how politics could change when we tell the politicians what we want.  
 

TOOLKIT FOR COMMUNITY-BUILDING 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTENTION 
BIG PICTURE 
CARE 
COMMITMENT 
CREATIVITY 
CURIOSITY 
INTENTION 
LISTENING 
SHOWING UP 
VOLUNTEER 

Conversations and Questions 
+ What do we want? 
+ What commitment can you make? 
+ Physical + Emotional First Aid Kit 
+ Books, webinars, advisors, training 
 

CITIZENSHIP 

These are just a couple of 'seed' suggestions to start your basic community-building tool kit. The 
tools, questions, resources, concerns, gifts, wants and needs will change for each community 
setting. Heck, you can create a reentry organization, if that's what society needs! ~ ; )  



COMMUNITY BUILDING ASSUMPTIONS 
• Everyone has an important gift (or more than one!) to share.  • Everyone has a perspective to consider. • Build relationships to build community.  Building relationships builds trust. • Community members have a lot of power…especially together!  • Community leaders will listen to and contribute to community concerns. • Asking questions is more effective than giving answers. • People are better than programs!  We can make institutions work for us.  

 

COMMUNITY-BUILDING AND CITIZEN ENGAGEMENT RESOURCES 
 
Abundant Community     https://www.abundantcommunity.com/  
Every neighborhood has all the gifts required to raise our children, be 
safe, carve out a living, be healthy, care for the vulnerable and end the 
isolation of all, especially the elderly. 

       Check out Peter Block’s book Community: The Structure of Belonging  (2018)   Berrett-Koehler Publishers 
 

     “Transformation occurs through choice, not mandate.”  - Peter Block 
 

Asset-Based Community Development (ABCD) Institute 
ABCD: local people working together for the well-being of their home place. 
 Community Building Tool Kit: www.tinyurl.com/446pj9va  
Videos and Podcasts: https://tinyurl.com/syue92s  

Online Community Engagement:  https://tinyurl.com/363zvyc8  
Offers resources for these main focus areas: Community Organizing, Disability Justice, 
Homelessness, Identity, Immigration Rights, Mental Health, Police Accountability, Restoration 
Practice, Youth Advocacy, Gentrification, Animal Welfare 
 

MRSC: The Municipal Research and Services Center (MRSC) is a 
nonprofit organization which exists to serve Washington residents by 
providing legal and policy guidance on any topic.  The org is by and 

for Washingtonians, but there is a lot of information that can benefit citizens all around the country. 
They “believe the most effective government is a well-informed local government.” 
Community Engagement Resources: www.tinyurl.com/4vmy6r25    
 

                    ACTIVATE CIVIC ENGAGEMENT BY VOLUNTEERING! 
 

"The essential challenge is to transform the isolation and self-interest within our communities into          
connectedness and caring for the whole.                                                        - Peter Block 
 

"Which of the most pressing problems can you help to solve using the gifts that are unique to you in all the     
universe?”                                                                                                        - Derrick Jensen 
 

"You’ll never ever be able to convince a person thru logical argument or even brilliant rhetoric that a free 
and just society is possible. You can show them. You can start doing it."      - David Graeber 
 

"Active citizenship is our only hope for getting a fair shake at life."                 - Sue Kastensen 
 

  We must act as if our institutions are ours to create, our learning is ours to     
       define, and the leadership we seek is ours to become.”    - Peter Block 

https://www.abundantcommunity.com/
http://www.tinyurl.com/446pj9va
https://tinyurl.com/syue92s
https://tinyurl.com/363zvyc8
http://www.tinyurl.com/4vmy6r25


Dealing With Rejection

1/1

"Dealing With Rejection" from the Fair Shake Ownership Manualwww.fairshake.net

When we put ourselves in a position to be vulnerable to another person’s opinion, we risk rejection. 

Sometimes the risk is very small. Example: I tell a joke but my audience doesn’t laugh.  They look at me like 
I am speaking a language they don’t understand.  What does this mean? Do they reject my joke? Do they 
reject me? Maybe they don’t share my sense of humor. Maybe they don’t understand the joke.  Maybe it’s 
just not a good joke or maybe I need to learn how to deliver jokes.   There are so many variables! 

When I’m standing there in the silence, however, I find it hard to think of anything but “I'm not funny.” 
or “I failed.” I may even internalize these words and start to feel pretty rotten, as if I am 
incapable or unappealing.  I told the joke to have fun and win approval; instead I feel deflated and rejected. 

When I take a much larger risk, such as applying for a job, an apartment or a loan - where I’ve invested so 
much more of myself (time, information, hope, dedication) – the stakes are much higher. I may become 
discouraged when I hear ‘we’ve chosen another applicant’, ‘we’ve rented the apartment to another person’, 
or just plain ‘no’.  Again, it’s hard for me to not internalize it.  But just as in the case of the joke, there may 
be many variables that I am not considering.  At this crucial time, I must remember to believe in myself and 
continue to pursue my goal. 

It is hard to stay positive when we internalize rejection, and yet that is exactly what we need to do to 
persevere toward what we want.  When we feel defeated, we would be wise to remember that we have 
taken many risks in the past and we have been successful.  We must risk failure and rejection to feel the 
power of success.  It is both scary and exhilarating!  

Consider using these tools to keep your perspective as favorable as possible: 

• First, remember you are important!  Do not let rejection from any person or group lead you to believe
you are not important, valuable, creative and necessary to the well-being of everyone.

• Be open to the possibility of rejection or criticism as the push you need to improve your approach,
consider making other changes.  Find ways to be positive.  Positivity is magnetic!

• Consider the source. If you are doing what you believe is the right and best thing for you, keep doing
it.  It’s okay to be rejected by people or groups that we do not wish to be a part of.  Perhaps it's not a
good fit and our view is clouded by a fog of unrealistic hopefulness. Try to remember to not take
feedback or rejection personally.

• Keep focused on the big picture!  Don’t let minor set backs keep you from achieving your goals.

• Persevere!  Keep doing what you are doing. Remember that you are the pilot of your goal,
challenge, or position and you will not let rejection hold you back.

• Believe in yourself!   If you don’t believe in yourself, how can you expect others to believe in you?
There are so many things that are special and incredible about you; don’t forget what they are!

• This is an opportunity to build resilience. Getting through difficult challenges makes you stronger and
more capable for your next challenges.  Summon your fighting spirit that says “I will not quit”!

• Find your gratitude.  Be grateful for the opportunity.  Be grateful for allowing yourself to FEEL.
Be grateful for the freedom to create your life, even though it may be very challenging.
Be grateful for your critics.  If it wasn’t for them, we would not learn about ourselves.
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Citizenship - Birth Certificate
Get copies of vital records.
http://www.cdph.ca.gov/certlic/birthdeathmar/Pag
es/default.aspx

Citizenship - Birth Certificate
We work directly with hundreds of government
agencies nationwide to provide consumers with
the ability to securely order their vital records
online. Government agencies across the nation
trust VitalChek to handle your vital record orders,
and you can too.
https://www.vitalchek.com/order_main.aspx?event
type=birth

Citizenship - Legal Assistance
Find legal help and answers to questions you may
have.

http://lawhelpca.org/

Citizenship - Legal Assistance
http://www.usattorneylegalservices.com/free-legal-
aid-california.html

Citizenship - Social Security Card
Getting a replacement Social Security number
(SSN) card has never been easier. As long as
you’re only requesting a replacement card, and no
other changes, you can use our free online
services from anywhere.

https://www.ssa.gov/myaccount/replacement-card.
html

Citizenship - Voting Rights
Information about registering to vote, upcoming
elections, voting booth locations and more
information
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/

Education - Higher Education
A university that works for you. Our 100% online,
tuition-free degree programs are designed to fit
your life.
Programs: Business Administration, Computer
Science, Health Science, Education, Associate
Degree, Bachelor Degree, Master Degree

https://www.uopeople.edu/

Employment - Employment Services
We are dedicated to helping you find your next
career!  The National Urban League is a historic
civil rights organization dedicated to elevating the
standard of living in historically underserved urban
communities. Founded in 1910, the National Urban
League spearheads the effort of its local affiliates
through the development of programs, public
policy research and advocacy.
http://www.nuljobsnetwork.com/

Employment - Employment Services
Tel: (559) 412-5788
America Works includes work readiness training,
vocational training, career placement, career
advancement, and employment retention services.
Our mission is to equip each individual who comes
to our offices with the right tools so that they are

Citizenship - Birth Certificate
The California Department of Public Health  Vital
Records (CDPH-VR) maintains birth, death, fetal
death/still birth, marriage, and divorce records for
California.
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHSI/Pages/Vit
al-Records.aspx

Citizenship - Consumer Services
Product recalls, file a complaint, Consumer
Connection magazine, verify a contractors license
and more
http://www.dca.ca.gov/

Citizenship - Legal Assistance
We provide free legal assistance to low income
families and individuals in the San Joaquin Valley.
(800) 675-8001
http://www.centralcallegal.org/

Citizenship - Legal Assistance
3747 E Shields Ave
Fresno, CA 93726
(559) 441-8721
California Rural Legal Assistance, Inc. (CRLA) is a
nonprofit law firm serving low-income residents of
California's rural areas and small cities.
https://crla.org/locations

Citizenship - State Government
Official state government site provides information
and links for virtually every aspect of the state,
including business and agriculture, education,
government, and much more.
http://www.ca.gov/

Citizenship - Voting Rights
ACLU Voting Rights and Restrictions

https://www.aclu.org/issues/voting-rights/voter-res
toration/felony-disenfranchisement-laws-map?redir
ect=maps/map-state-criminal-disfranchisement-la
ws

Education - Higher Education
Freshman Year for Free.  Take tuition-free, high
quality courses online from top institutions for
college credit.  Modern States Education Alliance is
a non-profit dedicated to making a high quality
college education free of cost and accessible to
any person who seeks one. Its founding principle is
that access to affordable education is fundamental
to any philosophy that respects all individuals, and
fundamental to the American dream. Modern
States’ initial program, Freshman Year for Free, is
intended to let students earn up to one year of
college credit without tuition or textbook expense.
Modern States hopes to provide links for students
to tutoring, mentoring and college advising groups
as well.
https://modernstates.org/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIoIO
16uee9gIVl_3jBx34gQCHEAAYASAAEgKfRfD_BwE

Employment - Employment Services
7025 N. Maple, Suite 120
Fresno CA 93720
Phone: 559-324-6600
http://www.selectstaffing.com/SelectStaffing/main.

http://www.cdph.ca.gov/certlic/birthdeathmar/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.cdph.ca.gov/certlic/birthdeathmar/Pages/default.aspx


 

able to provide for themselves and their loved
ones. People find employment, and employers find
talent! Due to the Coronavirus Pandemic, you
must contact the office first before you can engage
in in-person services. Click on the link above to
find the most up-to-date contact information!

https://americaworks.com/virtual-contact-info/

Employment - Licensing Information
California Department of Tax and Fee
Administration (CDTFA)
Apply for Business License, Permit, or Account
General Information: 800-400-7115
https://www.ca.gov/service/?item=apply-for-busine
ss-license

Employment - Temporary Staffing Agency
7535 North Palm Avenue
Suite 103
Fresno, CA 93711-5504
559.432.2022
http://www.pridestaff.com

Employment - Temporary Staffing Agency
4840 N. Blackstone Avenue
Fresno, CA 93726
Contact This Branch
Branch Hours
8am - 5pm Monday - Friday
Phone: (559) 243-7470
http://www.spartanstaffing.com

Food - Food Pantry
Bay Area Food Banks is a collaboration of 7 local
food banks serving 11 northern California counties
which serve over 840,000 Bay Area residents
monthly. Through 1,575 food pantries, childrens
programs, shelters, soup kitchens, residential
programs, and other emergency food providers,
Bay Area Food Banks distribute 170.8 million
pounds of food each year. We serve anyone in
need with dignity and compassion.
https://bayareahunger.org/find-your-food-bank/

Food - Food Pantry
A list of Food banks and food resources throughout
CA and a list of volunteer opportunities.
http://www.cafoodbanks.org/
http://www.cafoodbanks.org/

Food - Food Pantry
3600 N Fowler Ave.
Fresno, CA - 93727
559.291.9199
We distribute dry grocery and some produce on
the second Saturday of every month, from 10-11
am. Distribution takes place at the main entrance
to the church, with parking available.
http://mountainview.org

Food - Food Pantry
210 N Thorne Ave
Fresno, CA 93706
(559)237-3663
America'S Second Harvest

Money - Finances/Budgeting

cfm?nlvl1=1

Employment - Job Training
Unemployment, job searches and other job related
support,
http://www.edd.ca.gov/

Employment - Temporary Staffing Agency
1300 East Shaw Avenue
Suite 101
Fresno, CA 93710
559-225-7200
http://manpower.com

Employment - Temporary Staffing Agency
524 S Clovis Avenue, Suite T
Fresno, California 93727
1-559-251-4040
http://www.spherion.com

Employment - Workforce Development
job seekers assistance, training and economic
development services
http://www.labor.ca.gov/

Food - Food Pantry
We represent 41 food banks throughout the state.
https://www.cafoodbanks.org/our-members/

Food - Food Pantry
If you are in need of immediate assistance, please
call 2-1-1 to speak with someone about services in
your area (lines are open 24 hours a day).   Food
banks work with their local communities to ensure
that everyone has access to healthful foods. They
solicit, receive, store, and distribute fresh produce
and pantry staples. They help people get
connected to other essential benefits and serve as
community hubs for volunteers. Our food banks
operate with principles of client choice, dignity,
respect, and appreciation for the diverse
communities they serve.
https://www.cafoodbanks.org/our-members/

Food - Food Pantry
3403 E. Central Ave.
Fresno, CA 93725
T: 559-237-3663
http://www.communityfoodbank.net/

Money - Finances/Budgeting
800.388.2227
Free Credit Counseling! Our mission is to help all
Americans gain control over their finances.  For
over 60 years, NFCC and its member agencies
have helped people just like you pay off debt and
grow in their financial capability. Our services help
people overcome financial challenges at nearly
every stage of life.
https://www.nfcc.org/

Money - Free Credit Report
Free credit reports authorized by federal law.
Federal law allows you to get a free copy of your
credit report every 12 months from each credit
reporting company.

https://www.annualcreditreport.com/index.action



 

4969 E McKinley Ave #107
Fresno, CA 93727
ClearPoints Fresno branch is located on the corner
of McKinley and Fine Avenues.
(559) 255-3731
ClearPoint Credit Counseling Solutions (CCCS) has
been
providing consumers with budget, debt and
housing
advice for over 40 years.
http://www.clearpointcreditcounselingsolutions.org

Reentry Resource - Multiple Resources
Available
Search for benefits in Education, Grants, Loans,
Social Security, Housing and Utilities, Employment
and Career Development, Financial Assistance and
more.
https://www.benefits.gov/categories

Reentry Resource - Multiple Resources
Available
3745 S Grand Ave
Los Angeles, CA 90007
213-741-2276
Help pay rent! Plus Clothes! Employment! Family
Reunification ....and they support everyone!
Amity will help you WHEREVER you are going in
the state.

https://www.amityfdn.org/initiatives

Reentry Resource - Multiple Resources
Available
2-1-1 is a free and confidential service that helps
you find the local resources they need. Were here
for you
24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

https://www.211ca.org/

Shelter - Financial Counseling
HUD sponsors housing counseling agencies
throughout the country that can provide advice on
buying a home, renting, defaults, foreclosures, and
credit issues. This link sends you to a page that
allows you to select a list of agencies for each
state. You may search more specifically for a
reverse mortgage counselor or if you are facing
foreclosure, search for a foreclosure avoidance
counselor.
http://hud.gov/offices/hsg/sfh/hcc/hcs.cfm?weblista
ction=summary

Shelter - Homeless Shelter
The Homeless Shelter Directory provides listings
for Homeless Shelters and Homeless Service
Organizations around the country. This includes
supportive resources.
http://www.homelessshelterdirectory.org

Shelter - Low Income Housing
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development
451 7th Street S.W.
Washington, DC 20410
Telephone: (202) 708-1112 TTY: (202) 708-1455
Find the HUD office near you!
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD

Reentry Resource - Multiple Resources
Available
Our findhelp technology powers Americas leading
social care network. Our network features more
than 300,000 free and reduced-cost programs in
all 50 U.S. states, territories, and Puerto Rico,
powering social care systems for hundreds of
customers nationwide.

https://www.findhelp.org/find-social-services/califor
nia

Reentry Resource - Multiple Resources
Available
Scroll down the page to find your state. Titles in
the left column will lead you to resources available
nationwide.
If you scroll down the page to find your state
name, you can click on that for statewide
resources.

https://www.needhelppayingbills.com/index.html

Reentry Resource - Programs
Centerforce provides services that support,
educate and advocate for individuals, families and
communities impacted by incarceration.For more
than 30 years, Centerforce has been a national
leader in providing groundbreaking,
evidence-based programs to incarcerated people
and their loved-ones. Centerforce develops and
delivers innovative solutions by providing health
education, family and community programs to this
often neglected community.
We aim to foster transformative experiences
during incarceration, promote successful re-entry,
and help reduce the risk of re-incarceration.
California State University, Fresno
Center for Health and Human Services
1625 E. Shaw Ave.
Suite 146
Fresno, CA 93710-8100 (map)

Phone: 559-228-2162
http://www.centerforce.org/

Shelter - Homeless Assistance
2735 E Woodward Ave
Fresno, CA 93721
(559) 486-5701
To Provide Assistance To Homeless And Near
Homeless Veterans And Their Families Who Have
Completed Any Needed Substance Abuse
Rehabilitation, And To Aid Them In Gaining
Employment, Job Training, And Other Assistance
Not Furnished By Any Other Agency.
http://www.shelterlistings.org/

Shelter - Homeless Shelter
310 G Street
Fresno, CA 93706
(559) 268-0839
Provides overnight shelter for men in need.
Services include: - A warm bed - Food - Clothing -
Personal care - Spiritual counseling based on the
gospel of Jesus Christ.
The Schedule: 5:00 p.m. -Dinner (open to the
public) 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. -Check in 7:30 - 8:30 p.m.



 

Shelter - Low Income Housing
Housing Works fights for funding and legislation to
ensure that all people living with HIV/AIDS  have
access to quality housing, healthcare, HIV
prevention, and treatment, among other lifesaving
services.
http://www.housingworks.org/

Shelter - Low Income Housing
4851 N Cedar Ave
Fresno, CA - 93726
(559) 227-5070
This is a low income apartment.
or call for low rent Family housing
http://www.lowincomehousing.us/det/93726-1072-
el_cazador_apts

Shelter - Low Income Housing
846 E Belgravia Ave
Fresno, CA - 93706
(559) 233-3238
Description
This is a low income apartment
http://www.lowincomehousing.us/det/93706-4177-
westgate_gardens

Shelter - Low Income Housing
7077 N Millbrook Ave
Fresno, CA - 93720
This is a low income apartment
http://www.lowincomehousing.us/det/93720-3321-
millbrook_park_apts

Shelter - Low Income Housing
530 W. Floradora Ave And
Fresno, CA - 93728
559 445-0715
This is a low income apartment. Also, contact this
apartment for low rent, Senior housing apartments
http://www.lowincomehousing.us/det/93728-1446-
glen_agnes

Shelter - Low Income Housing
1480 N Delno St
Fresno, CA - 93728
559-264-2100
This is a low income apartment
http://www.lowincomehousing.us/det/93728-1449-
delno_terrace

Shelter - Low Income Housing
1329 E Rev Chester Riggins Ave
Fresno, CA - 93706
510-267-4698
This is a low income apartment.
http://www.lowincomehousing.us/det/93706-bigby_
villa

Shelter - Low Income Housing
5675 E Balch Ave
Fresno, CA - 93727
This is a low income apartment.
http://www.lowincomehousing.us/det/93727-sunny
side_glen_apts

Shelter - Low Income Housing
855 E Lorena St
Fresno, CA - 93706

-Chapel Service (required for overnight guests)
8:30 - 9:30 p.m. -Showers 10:00 p.m. -Lights Out
5:30 a.m. -Wake Up 6:00 a.m. -Breakfast
This is a faith based organization. Required to
attend gospel services in the evening.
http://fresnorm.org/

Shelter - Low Income Housing
Mercy Housing Gives a Home to Low-Income
Families, Seniors, Individuals, and People with
Special Needs Nationwide. Our mission is to create
stable, vibrant and healthy communities by
providing affordable, service-enriched housing.
https://www.mercyhousing.org/regional-offices/

Shelter - Low Income Housing
4402 W Avalon
Fresno, CA - 93722
(559) 274-1229
Section 8 affordable apartments.
3 bedroom, 2 bathroom apartments.
http://www.lowincomehousing.us/det/ca_93722_bri
erwood-court-apartments

Shelter - Low Income Housing
1725 N. Marks Avenue
Fresno, CA - 93722
559.276.0305
Studio, 1 & 2 Bedroom Apartments
Apartments are offered as they become available.
When your name reaches the top of the wait list,
you will be required to come in for an interview. At
that time, you will be asked to sign the
authorization forms that allow our staff to further
verify income, assets, allowances, criminal history,
sex offender status, credit history, and landlord
references.
http://www.lowincomehousing.us/det/93727-4064-
kings_canyon_apartments

Shelter - Low Income Housing
5125 N. Marty Avenue
Fresno, CA - 93711
(559) 275-9633
Description
This is a low income 1 bedroom apartment
http://www.lowincomehousing.us/det/93711-sierra
_gateway_sr_res

Shelter - Low Income Housing
720 W Hawes Ave
Fresno, CA - 93706
(559) 266-0143
This is a low income apartment
http://www.lowincomehousing.us/det/93706-2830-
kearney-cooley_plaza

Shelter - Low Income Housing
3726 N Pleasant Ave
Fresno, CA - 93705
559-457-4175
This is a low income apartment
http://www.lowincomehousing.us/det/93705-2648-
garland_gardens

Shelter - Low Income Housing
4825 E Fillmore St And
Fresno, CA - 93727
(916) 254-5920



 

559-266-0114
Description
This is a low income apartment
http://www.lowincomehousing.us/det/93706-4136-l
ula_haynes_plaza

Shelter - Low Income Housing
1240 Broadway Plz
Fresno, CA - 93721
559-266-9946
This is a low income apartment
http://www.lowincomehousing.us/det/93721-1918-
masten_towers

Shelter - Low Income Housing
3665 N Pleasant Ave
Fresno, CA - 93705
(213) 628-1036
This is a low income apartment.
http://www.lowincomehousing.us/det/93705-3076-
pleasant_village

Shelter - Transitional Housing
1638 L Street
Fresno, CA 93721
(559)233-2663
Provides a 30 bed co-ed transitional housing
facility. SINGLE adults only.
2-year program with 24 hour supportive services
including: case management, substance abuse
education and referrals to mainstream resources.
Call or walk-in for appointment.  Assessment
includes two separate interviews. Rent is 30% of
income, if you have any income. If not, let them
know so you can come up with a plan.
http://www.shelterlistings.org

Shelter - Transitional Housing
Po Box 12225
Fresno, CA 93777
A Nonprofit, Nondenominational Organization
Which Believes In The Dignity Of Every Human
Being. Our Mission Is To Enrich The Lives And
Spirits Of All Who Pass Our Way, To Feed The
Hungry, Offer Focused Rehabilitation Programs,
Temporary Shelter, Medical, Dental And Other
Basic Services To The Poor, The Homeless, And
The Disadvantaged Unconditionally, Without
Regard To Race, Color, Religion, National Origin,
Age, Sex, Or Disability Through Providential And
Community Support.
http://www.shelterlistings.org/

This is a low income apartment
http://www.lowincomehousing.us/det/93727-3793-
chestnut_apartments

Shelter - Low Income Housing
851 Van Ness
Fresno, CA - 93721
(310)374-4381
Description
This is a low income apartment.
http://www.lowincomehousing.us/det/93721-2637-t
he_californian

Shelter - Low Income Housing
4702 N Bendel Ave
Fresno, CA - 93722
Phone
559-271-9004
TO PROVIDE AFFORDABLE HOUSING FOR NATIVE
AMERICANS WHICH IS CLEAN AND STRUCTURALLY
SOUND.
http://www.lowincomehousing.us/det/ca_First_Nati
ve_American_Housing_

Shelter - Low Income Housing
816 E Florence Ave
Fresno, CA - 93706
510-267-4698
Description
This is a low income apartment
http://www.lowincomehousing.us/det/93706-4124-
martin_luther_king_sq

Shelter - Low Income Housing
3513 N Pleasant Ave
Fresno, CA - 93705
(559) 439-5500
This is a low income apartment.
http://www.lowincomehousing.us/det/93705-3032-
pleasant_view_apts

Shelter - Low Income Housing
1824 Fulton St
Fresno, CA - 93721
(562)491-8767
Description
This is a low income apartment.
http://www.lowincomehousing.us/det/93721-1041-
silvercrest_fresno

Shelter - Transitional Housing

811 S. Parallel Ave
Fresno, CA 93721
(559) 490-7020
Halfway Housing helps transition individuals and
families from shelters or homelessness to
permanent housing. Length of stay is usually
anywhere from 6 months to 2 years.  Residents
are often required to pay at least 30% of their
income toward program fees.  Sometimes the
money they pay in fees is returned to them when
they leave. Any emergency or homeless shelter
that allows their clients to stay more then 6
months is also classified under this category.
Oftentimes halfway houses also assist in the
treatment of substance abuse and/or alcohol and
drug detox.
http://www.shelterlistings.org



 

Shelter - Transitional Housing
Transitional housing is supportive housing that
helps fight homelessness.  Find transitional
housing in your state by clicking on the link!   We
have over 6,864 transitional housing locations in
our database. We also provide as much
information on each housing location along with
pictures.
https://www.transitionalhousing.org/



Employment Tips

We often have to work our way up to the job we want; either because it is not available when we go to find it 
or we need more experience, education, preparation or time to get ready. Although we will spend time 
working at jobs that are not our preference, we can enjoy the interim more when we stay focused on our 
goals.

Start by asking yourself:
• What kind of job or career do I want? 
• What am I willing to do, learn or sacrifice to get that job or career?

Before venturing out into the world of work you will have to obtain necessary documents.
The most frequently requested documents are:

• Birth Certificate
• Driver’s license or Basic Identification
• Social Security Card

The birth certificate and driver’s license forms offered in our Employment Documents are samples. You can 
find links to the applications that you need in our Resource Directory!  

Next,  ask yourself  the following questions
• What occupations or industries in your area are in need of employees?
• What are your employment limitations due to your particular crime?

• What is the income you need in order to pay for housing, food, energy, phone, child support, 
restitution, transportation, etc? (check out our Build a Budget Worksheet)

• Which strategies do you think would be most effective for “selling” your attributes?

To prepare to apply for a job you may want to create the following worksheets:
• Inventory your work history in and out of prison
• List your training, skills, limitations, and health considerations
• Gather all the information you will need to fill out employment applications.  Are you ready to fill them 

out online?  (Several companies only accept online applications.)

Considerations and Preparation
   What are your employment resources?

• Classified ads (in the paper or locally found on-line)
• Applying for jobs with companies you want to work for
• Job Assistance and Job Training centers
• Craigslist, Monster.com, other job-search websites

Skills  Assessment and Personal Strengths Evaluation
Consider taking a free online self-assessment test help us see what careers we are suited for. If you type 
the phrase ‘self-assessment test’ into any search engine, several options will be available for you to check 
out. 

Do you need clothes for your interview or new job?   
Check out Dress for Success, a global program that may have a location near you!  
(www.dressforsuccess.org)   
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Resume’ and Interview tips:
Two good places where you get the chance to show a company why they cannot afford NOT to hire you. 
Keep these tips in mind as you write your application or resume’, and prepare for job interviews:

• Be cheerful in your in-person or telephone job interviews.
• Talk about the benefits of your experience and the relevant expertise you offer.
• Speak about the value you would bring to the company.
• Share stories in the job interview about success in prior assignments.
• Talk about your ability to work with a diverse group of people.

Typical Barriers to Employment:
• Lack of updated resume
• Appropriate clothing for job search
• Transportation
• Stable housing
• Substance abuse

• Poor interview skills
• Poor job search skills
• Not a high school graduate
• No documentation (ID, Social Security 

card)

SMART: What is your strategy for overcoming barriers and creating success?
You can create a clear strategy by following SMART guidelines: 
Specific    Measurable    Attainable    Realistic    Timely (or Tangible)

Specif ic –  what is the specific goal you wish to achieve? 
   Can you answer these questions? 

• Who do you need to be involved?
• What do you really want to accomplish? 
• When do you want to accomplish it? 
• Where do you need to be to accomplish it? 
• Why do you want to achieve this goal? 
• Which things do you need to get in order and which are the constraints to achieving your goal?

Measurable –  How will you know when you’ve achieved your goal? What criteria have you set up 
to measure your progress and reach your target dates? 

Attainable –  Can you see yourself achieving this goal? Can you see the path to get there and then 
see yourself in that place of having reached the goal? 

Realist ic – Are you willing and able to achieve the goal? 

Timely – How long do you need to achieve your goal?  Work out your goal date and then the 
smaller goals that must be met to meet that goal date? 

Tangible – Imagine: can you taste, touch, smell, see or hear the results of achieving your goal? 
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COMPANY OR  
EMPLOYER NAME: POSITION APPLIED FOR:

APPLICANT TELEPHONE:

SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER:

YOUR NAME:
Last First Middle

ADDRESS:

 Yes No (If yes, verification will be required.)

    Yes     No

No

IF NECESSARY FOR THE JOB, ARE YOU OVER (Please mark one)

I WILL BE ABLE TO REPORT TO WORK  ____  DAYS AFTER BEING NOTIFIED THAT I AM HIRED.

EDUCATION: Yrs. Completed

High School

College/University

Business/Technical

Other (May include grammar school)

MILITARY SERVICE:

Duty/Specialized Training:

REFERENCES: List two personal references who are not relatives or former supervisors.

Name Occupation Years known

Name Occupation Years known

EMPLOYMENT: List last employment first. Include summer or temporary jobs. Be sure all your experience or employers related
to this job are listed here, in the summary (following this section), or use an extra sheet of paper if necessary.

Employer Name and Address Position Title/Duties Skills Dates Employed

from to

Reason for leaving

Supervisor's Name: Telephone:

Employer Name and Address Position Title/Duties Skills Dates Employed

from to

Reason for leaving

Supervisor's Name: Telephone:

of the position with or without accommodations?

          Provide a valid Alaska Drivers License?

IF NECESSARY FOR THE JOB I AM ABLE TO:

          Work (which shifts)?

          Work overtime?

Employment Application

Graduate or Degree

Address

Yes    No

ARE YOU LEGALLY ELIGIBLE FOR EMPLOYMENT IN THE U.S.A.?

I AM SEEKING A PERMANENT POSITION:

Address

Are you able to perform the essential functions 

Yes

Telephone

Telephone

Field of Study

14__     15__     16__     18__     19__     21__

Developed at employer request by the Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Employment Security Division genapp (r03/00)



EMPLOYMENT CONTINUED…

Employer Name and Address Position Title/Duties Skills Dates Employed

from to

Reason for leaving

Supervisor's Name: Telephone:

Employer Name and Address Position Title/Duties Skills Dates Employed

from to

Reason for leaving

Supervisor's Name: Telephone:

Summarize other
employment related to this job:

Types of computers, other electronic or mechanical

equipment that you are qualified to operate or repair:

Typing speed:  per minute.

Professional Licenses, Certifications or Registrations:

Additional skills including supervision skills, other languages, or information
regarding the career/occupation you wish to bring to the employer's attention:

In case of accident or illness please contact:    Name:

Address:

Information to the applicant: As part of our procedure for processing your employment application, your personal and employment
references may be checked. If you have misrepresented or omitted any facts on this application, and are subsequently hired, you
may be discharged from your job. You may make a written request for information derived from the checking of your references.

If necessary for employment, you may be required to: supply your birth certificate or other proof of authorization to work in the US,
have a physical examination and/or a drug test, or to sign a conflict of interest agreement and abide by its terms.

I understand and agree to the information shown above:

Signature: Date:

Equal Employment Opportunity:  While many employers are required by federal law to have an Affirmative Action Program, all

employers are required to provide equal employment opportunity and may ask your national origin, race and sex for planning and
reporting purposes only. This information is optional and failure to provide it will have no affect on your application for employment.

Employer Section:

Daytime phone:

Relationship:

Developed at employer request by the Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Employment Security Division genapp (r08/02)
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Fair Shake Employer Support 
All of this information and much more can be found at https://www.fairshake.net/employers 

 Although tremendous responsibility is on the shoulders of those transitioning from prison to 
society, their success is made possible only when the entire community is involved. 

Employers have the opportunity to help create one of the first and most stable bridges to reentry 
success. Fair Shake supports an employer’s desire to understand formerly incarcerated applicants 
by offering tools and information to help you make informed, careful hiring decisions.  

Fair Shake has also created tools for our members to more fully demonstrate their character than 
may be available on a standard job application through our free “office in the clouds”, which 
includes a Personal Web Page.  

The FAIR SHAKE PERSONAL WEB PAGE (PWP): What you learn about these applicants 
Building a Fair Shake personal web page is not an easy feat! Formerly incarcerated people who 
create this page demonstrate many things to you: 

 HONESTY: They are open, honest and direct by letting you know s/he has been
incarcerated. As you may well imagine, this takes an enormous amount of courage.  We
know that honesty is imperative to building trust.  Is honesty something you are looking for
in your employees?
  SELF-MOTIVATION: Creating this page demonstrates the applicant’s perseverance
tenacity, and desire to succeed. S/he had no coercion in building this page; there was no
class for it nor did anyone recommend they do this. They built the page of their own volition.
  TECH-SKILLS: A variety of computer skills were required to create the Personal Web Page
including: scanning, storage, typing, and understanding ‘cloud’ technology; to name a few.
  HUMANNESS: In addition to the above, the applicant offers information here that describes
more than skills and experiences; you learn who they are and what they bring to your
organization. This information is very important in building company culture, but is not
requested on standard job applications.

Why hire a formerly incarcerated person? 
 To keep your options open for hiring the best possible candidate! Many formerly incarcerated people have received extensive training Many formerly incarcerated people are motivated to work Many formerly incarcerated people have a job coach or advisor
 Support is available for training and reducing risk
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  Support for hiring formerly incarcerated people: 

Fidelity Bonding Program 
The Fidelity Bonding Program offers six months of free bonding support to businesses across 
the country to lower their risk when hiring applicants who have been incarcerated.  
Federal Fidelity Bonding Program: http://bonds4jobs.com 
   Bonding can:  Reduce your risk when you hire formerly incarcerated people Provide six months of FREE insurance against employee theft Be obtained quickly and easily by just a phone call to confirm your hire

To bond a formerly incarcerated new hire today call toll-free: 877-US2-JOBS (877-872-5627) 

Work Opportunity Tax Credit (WOTC) 
The WOTC is a special tax credit available for hiring former felons (and others) and must occur 
within one year of their release date. The WOTC is available to any size business from small 
organizations to national corporations. The credit is also available for any type of job. The work can 
be full-time, part-time, temporary, or seasonal.  

   Facts about the WOTC tax credit:  Employers can save as much as $2,400 in taxes Applies to the first year of employment The new employee must work 120 hours for the employer to begin to receive credit
   Exceptions:  Not for independent contractor work Not for a business owned by a close relative

To find out more: http://www.doleta.gov/business/incentives/opptax/wotcEmployers.cfm 
Or call: 1-800-829-4933 

Employee Training Support 
Your business may be eligible for a state or federal training grant (or other funding). To find out 
what you may qualify for, check with your Workforce Investment Board, Small Business 
Development Center, or economic development agency.   Workforce Investment Board: http://www.servicelocator.org/contactspartners.asp Small Business Development Center: https://www.sba.gov/tools/local-assistance Economic Development Agency: https://www.sba.gov/content/economic-development-

agencies

Ban the Box:   
Are you ready to remove the box that says ‘Have you ever been convicted of a felony? ’ from your 
job application forms? If so, we can help!   https://www.fairshake.net/ban-the-box/ 
On our page you will find:   Best Practices and Model Policies Fair Chance Fact Sheet Community Hiring Model Which states, cities and counties Ban the Box Learn from dedicated states like Minnesota who have Banned the Box for both public- and
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Resume Guide

A good resume will open the door for an interview. But do you need a resume? Some employers prefer a 
resume and others require an application form. That depends on the kind of job you’re applying for.

RESUME REQUIRED
• Professional, technical, administrative and managerial jobs.
• Sales positions.
• Secretarial, clerical, and other office jobs.

RESUME SOMETIMES REQUIRED
Professional positions: Baker, Hotel Clerk, Electrician, Drafter, Welder

RESUME NOT REQUIRED
Unskilled, quick turnover jobs: Fast Food Server, Laborers, Machine Loader, Cannery Worker

The Rockport  Institute has generously donated the resume guide below.  It is a shortened version of 
their full resume guide How to Write a Masterpiece of a Resume  which can be found here:  
http://www.rockportinstitute.com/resumes

WRITE A RESUME THAT GENERATES RESULTS

Before you begin, ask yourself: Why do you have a resume in the first place? What is it supposed to do for 
you? How can you differentiate yourself from hundreds of other applicants with qualified resumes?  The 
prospective employer has the overwhelming task of looking over many resumes to find the special person 
that is right for the position and a great fit for the culture of the company. You are facing a great deal of 
competition.

The resume is a tool with one specific purpose: to win an interview. If it doesn't, it isn't an effective resume. 
A resume is an advertisement; nothing more, nothing less. A great resume doesn’t just tell them what you 
have done but makes the same assertion that all good ads do: If you buy this product, you will get these 
specific, direct benefits. It presents you in the best light. It convinces the employer that you have what it 
takes to be successful in this new position or career.

Other reasons to have a resume: 

• To pass the employer's screening process (requisite educational level, number years' experience, 
etc.), to give basic facts which might favorably influence the employer

• To establish yourself as a professional person with high standards and excellent writing skills, based 
on the fact that your resume is so well done (clear, well-organized, well-written, well-designed, of the 
highest professional grades of printing and paper). 

• To use as a covering piece or addendum to another form of job application

• To put in an employer's personnel files. (which they may check out later for other openings) 

• To help you clarify your direction, qualifications, and strengths, boost your confidence, or to start the 
process of committing to a job or career change.

1/6 
This content has been generously provided by The Rockport Institute 

www.rockportinstitute.com 

www.fairshake.net "Resume Guide" from the Fair Shake Reentry Packet 

http://www.rockportinstitute.com/resumes


It is a mistake to think of your resume as your work history, a personal statement or some sort of self 
expression. Sure, most of the content of any resume is focused on your job history. But write from the 
intention to create interest, to persuade the employer to call you. If you write with that goal, your final 
product will be very different than if you write it just to catalog your job history.

Most resumes are quickly scanned, rather than read. Ten to twenty seconds is all the time you have to 
persuade a prospective employer to read further and the decision to interview a candidate is usually based 
on an overall first impression of the resume, a quick screening that so impresses the reader and convinces 
them of the candidate's qualifications that an interview results. The top half of the first page of your resume 
will either make you or break you. You hope it will have the same result as a well-written ad: to get the 
reader to respond. You are selling a product in which you have a large personal investment: you.

The person who is doing the hiring often cares deeply how well the job will be done. You need to write your 
resume to appeal directly to them.  Ask yourself: What does the employer really want? What special abilities 
would this person have? What would set a truly exceptional candidate apart from a merely good one?  How 
can I demonstrate that I am the perfect candidate?  Put yourself in their shoes. 

Loosen up your thinking enough so that you will be able to see some new connections between what you 
have done and what the employer is looking for. You need not confine yourself to work-related 
accomplishments! Use your entire life as evidence of your character, skills and talents. If Sunday school or 
your former gang are the only places you have had a chance to demonstrate your special gifts for 
leadership, fine. What are the talents you have to offer the prospective employer?  A great resume has two 
sections.  In the first, you make assertions about your abilities, qualities and achievements. You write 
powerful, but honest, advertising copy that makes the reader immediately perk up and realize that you are 
someone special.

The second section, the evidence section, is where you back up your assertions with evidence that you 
actually did what you said you did. This is where you list and describe the jobs you have held, your 
education, etc. This is all the stuff you are obliged to include. 

Most resumes are just the evidence section, with no assertions. The ‘juice’ is in the assertions section. 
When a prospective employer finishes reading your resume, you want them to reach for the phone to invite 
you in to interview. The resumes you have written in the past have probably been a gallant effort to inform 
the reader. You don't want them informed. You want them interested and excited.

THE OBJECTIVE SECTION

Ideally, your resume should be pointed toward conveying why you are the perfect candidate for one specific 
job or job title. Good advertising is directed toward a very specific target audience.

Targeting your resume requires that you be absolutely clear about your career direction—or at least that 
you appear to be clear. You would be wise to use this time of change to design your future career so you 
have a clear target that will meet your goals and be personally fulfilling. With a nonexistent, vague or overly 
broad objective, the first statement you make to a prospective employer says you are not sure this is the job 
for you.

Imagine the position of a software manufacturer looking at a sea of resumes. They all look so much alike 
until they come across a resume in the pile that starts with the following: “OBJECTIVE - a software sales 
position in an organization seeking an extraordinary record of generating new accounts, exceeding sales 
targets and enthusiastic customer relations”. They are immediately interested! This first sentence conveys 
some very important and powerful messages: “I want exactly the job you are offering. I am a superior 
candidate because I recognize the qualities that are most important to you, and I have them. I want to make 
a contribution to your company.” This works well because the employer is smart enough to know that 

2/6 
This content has been generously provided by The Rockport Institute 

www.rockportinstitute.com 

www.fairshake.net "Resume Guide" from the Fair Shake Reentry Packet 



someone who wants to do exactly what they are offering will be much more likely to succeed than someone 
who doesn’t. And that person will probably be a lot more pleasant to work with as well.

Secondly, this candidate has done a good job of establishing why they are the perfect candidate in their first 
sentence. They have thought about what qualities would make a candidate stand out. They have started 
communicating that they are that person immediately. What’s more, they are communicating from the point 
of view of making a contribution to the employer.

Here’s how to write your objective. First of all, decide on a specific job title for your objective. Go back to 
your list of answers to the question “How can I demonstrate that I am the perfect candidate?” What are the 
two or three qualities, abilities or achievements that would make a candidate stand out as truly exceptional 
for that specific job? Having an objective statement that really sizzles is highly effective. And it’s simple to 
do. One format is:  

OBJECTIVE: An xxx position in an organization where yyy and zzz would be needed (or, in an organization 
seeking yyy and zzz). 

Xxx is the name of the position you are applying for. Yyy and zzz are the most compelling qualities, abilities 
or achievements that will really make you stand out above the crowd of applicants. 

If you are applying for several different positions, you should adapt your resume to each one. Have an 
objective that is perfectly matched with the job you are applying for. Remember, you are writing advertising 
copy, not your life story.

If you have a limited work history, you want the employer to immediately focus on where you are going, 
rather than where you have been.

Examples of an Objective section:

OBJECTIVE: An entry-level position in the hospitality industry where a background in advertising and public 
relations would be needed.

OBJECTIVE: A position teaching English as a second language where a special ability to motivate and 
communicate effectively with students would be needed.

THE SUMMARY OF QUALIFICATIONS

The “Summary of Qualifications” consists of several concise statements that focus the reader’s attention on 
the most important qualities, achievements and abilities you have to offer. Those qualities should be the 
most compelling demonstrations of why they should hire you instead of the other candidates. 

This may be the only section fully read by the employer, so it should be very strong and convincing. Include 
professional characteristics (extremely energetic, a gift for solving complex problems in a fast-paced 
environment, exceptional interpersonal skills, committed to excellence, etc.) helpful in winning the interview. 

How should you write to write a Summary of Qualifications? Look for the qualities the employer will care 
about most. Then look at what you wrote about why you are the perfect person to fill their need. Pick your 
qualities that best demonstrate why they should hire you. Assemble it into your Summary section.
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The most common ingredients of a well-written Summary are as follows. Do not use all these ingredients in 
one Summary - use the ones that highlight you best.

• A short phrase describing your profession
• Followed by a statement of broad or specialized expertise
• Followed by two or three additional statements related to any of the following:

o breadth or depth of skills
o unique mix of skills
o range of environments in which you have experience
o a special or well-documented accomplishment
o a history of awards, promotions, or superior performance commendations

• One or more professional or appropriate personal characteristics
• A sentence describing professional objective or interest.

Notice that the examples below show how to include your objective in the Summary section. If you are 
making a career change, your Summary section should show how what you have done in the past prepares 
you to do what you seek to do in the future. 

A few examples of Summary sections:
• Highly motivated, creative and versatile real estate executive with seven years of experience in 

development and construction. Especially skilled at building effective, productive working 
relationships with clients and staff. Excellent management, negotiation and public relations skills. 
Seeking a challenging management position in the real estate field that offers extensive contact with 
the public.

• Health Care Professional experienced in management, program development and policy making in 
the United States as well as in several developing countries. A talent for analyzing problems, 
developing and simplifying procedures, and finding innovative solutions. Proven ability to motivate 
and work effectively with persons from other cultures and all walks of life. Skilled in working within a 
foreign environment with limited resources.

• Performing artist with a rich baritone voice and unusual range, specializing in classical, spiritual, 
gospel and rap music. Featured soloist for two nationally televised events. Accomplished pianist. 
Extensive performance experience includes television, concert tours and club acts. Available for 
commercial recording and live performances.

SKILLS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS

In this final part of the assertions section of your resume, you do exactly what you did in the previous 
section, except that you go into more detail.

In the summary, you focused on your most special highlights. Now you tell the rest of the best of your story. 
Let them know what results you produced, what happened as a result of your efforts, what you are 
especially gifted or experienced at doing. Flesh out the most important highlights in your summary.   

Here are a few ways you could structure your “Skills and Accomplishments” section:

SELECTED SKILLS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS
• Raised $1900 in 21 days in canvassing and advocacy on environmental, health and consumer 

issues.
• Conducted legal research for four Assistant U.S. Attorneys, for the U.S. Attorney’s office
• Coordinated Board of Directors and Community Advisory Board of community mental health center. 

Later commended as “the best thing that ever happened to that job.”
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FUNCTIONAL RESUME FORMAT

The functional resume highlights your major skills and accomplishments. It helps the reader see clearly 
what you can do for them. It helps target the resume into a new direction by lifting up from all past jobs the 
key skills and qualifications to help prove you will be successful. The functional resume is a must for career 
changers and for those returning to the job market.

THE EVIDENCE SECTION - YOUR WORK HISTORY, EDUCATION, ETC.

Most resumes are not much more than a collection of "evidence," various facts about your past. By 
evidence, we mean all the mandatory information you must include on your resume: work history with 
descriptions, dates, education, affiliations, list of software mastered, etc. If you put this toward the top of 
your resume, anyone reading it will feel like they are reading an income tax form.

EXPERIENCE

List jobs in reverse chronological order. Don't go into detail on the jobs early in your career; focus on the 
most recent and/or relevant jobs. (Summarize a number of the earliest jobs in one line or very short 
paragraph, Put dates in italics at the end of the job; don't include months, unless the job was held less than 
a year. Include military service, internships, and major volunteer roles if desired! Because the section is 
labeled "Experience." it does not need to mean that you were paid.

EDUCATION

List education in reverse chronological order, degrees or licenses first, followed by certificates and 
advanced training. Set degrees apart so they are easily seen. Put in boldface whatever will be most 
impressive. Don't include any details about college except your major and distinctions or awards you have 
won.

• Do include advanced training, but be selective with the information.
•  If you are working on an uncompleted degree, include the degree and afterwards, in parentheses, 

the expected date of completion.
• If you didn't finish college, start with a phrase describing the field studied, then the school, then the 

dates (the fact that there was no degree may be missed).

Other headings might be "Education and Training" or "Education and Licenses".

And then add your Awards, Civic and Community Recognition and Comments from Supervisors.

PERSONAL INTERESTS

Only list these if your personal interests indicate a skill or knowledge that is related to the goal, such as 
photography for someone in public relations, or carpentry and wood-working for someone in construction 
management. This section can create common ground in an interview.

REFERENCES

You may put "References available upon request" at the end of your resume, if you wish. This is a standard 
close (centered at bottom in italics), but is not necessary. You can bring a separate sheet of references to 
the interview, to be given to the employer upon request.
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A FEW GUIDELINES FOR A BETTER PRESENTATION

The resume is visually enticing, a work of art.  Simple clean structure. Very easy to read. 
Symmetrical. Balanced. Uncrowded. As much white space between sections of writing as possible; sections 
of writing that are no longer than six lines, and shorter if possible.

There are absolutely no errors.  No typographical errors. No spelling errors. No grammar, syntax, or 
punctuation errors. No errors of fact.

All  the basic,  expected information is included.  A resume must have the following key information: 
your name, address, phone number, and your email address at the top of the first page, a listing of jobs 
held, in reverse chronological order, educational degrees, in reverse chronological order. 

Jobs listed include a t it le,  the name of the f irm, the city and state of the f irm, and the years  
employed.  Jobs earlier in a career can be summarized and extra part-time jobs can be omitted. If no 
educational degrees have been completed, it is still expected to include some mention of education 
(professional study or training, partial study toward a degree, etc.) acquired after high school.

It  is targeted.  First you should get clear what your job goal is, what the ideal position would be. Then you 
should figure out what key skills, areas of expertise or body of experience the employer will be looking for in 
the candidate. Gear the resume structure and content around this target, proving these key qualifications. 

Strengths are highlighted / weaknesses de-emphasized.  Focus on whatever is strongest and most 
impressive. Make careful and strategic choices as to how to organize, order, and convey your skills and 
background. 

Use power words.  For every skill, accomplishment, or job described, use the most active impressive verb 
you can think of (which is also accurate). Begin the sentence with this verb, except when you must vary the 
sentence structure to avoid repetitious writing.

Show you are results-oriented.  Wherever possible, prove that you have the desired qualifications 
through clear strong statement of accomplishments

Writ ing is concise and to the point.  Keep sentences as short and direct as possible. 

Make it look great.  Use a laser printer or an ink jet printer that produces high-quality results. A laser is 
best because the ink won't run if it gets wet. It should look typeset. Use a standard conservative typeface 
(font) in 11 or 12 point. Use off-white, ivory or bright white 8 1/2 x 11-inch paper, in the highest quality 
affordable. Use absolutely clean paper without smudges, without staples and with a generous border. 

Shorter is usually better.   Your resume should be just long enough to keep the reader's interest, and 
create psychological excitement that leads prospective employers to pick up the phone and call you. 

Telephone number that wil l  be answered.  Be sure the phone number on the resume will, without 
exception, be answered by a person or an answering machine Monday through Friday 8-5pm.

WHAT NOT TO PUT ON A RESUME
• The word "Resume" at the top of the resume
• Fluffy rambling "objective" statements
• Salary information
• Full addresses of former employers or names of supervisors
• Reasons for leaving jobs
• References
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